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-TRANSLATOR'* 


PREP A CE. 


S Mr. Bodmer, the ingenious au- 
\ thor of the following work, has 
not wrote any introductory diſ- 
courſe to it; this, which many may eſteem 
an omiſſion of ſome conſequence, I ſhall 
endea vour to ſupply. 


A 2 It « 


W 


- 2 „ & 


iv Tur TRANSLATOR 


It muſt be acknowledged that this perfor- 
mance is founded on the greateſt event, unleſs 


we except the fall and redemption of man, 
that ever happened to this terraqueous globe; 
an event the moſt aſtoniſhing and tremendous, 
both with reſpect to its rational and its mere 
animal inhabitants: an event, which from the 
ſlight ſketch of it we find in the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, muſt immediately appear to every think- 
ing mind to be attended with many amazing, 
many intereſting particulars: for what can be 
of greater conſequence, or what more ſtriking, 
than the ruin and recovery. of a world? A grand, 
an awful and ſurprizing exhibition of the juſ- 


: tice, and the grace of the MOST Hic#! 


From the nature of a work like this, many 
circumſtances in themſelves highly probable, 
may at the firſt glance, to thoſe who have only 
conſidered the ſubject in a curſory view, appear 
= ſtrange, 


PRE FT N 
ſtrange, and without the leaſt degree of pro- 
bability. It is proper therefore, before we en- 
ter. on this ſcene of wonders, to anticipate and. 
obviate ſuch objections as may poſibly ariſe in. 


the minds of the reader, 


Some may, perhaps, object to our author's 
having repreſented Paradiſe. as placed on a 
mountain, and to its being inhabited by the 
families of Noan and 81TH A; but it will be 
ſufficient to obſerve, that the opinion of Para- 
diſe being ſeated on a lofty eminence is of great 
antiquity, and that no place could be more proper 
to preſerve the fe virtuous. deſtined to re- 
: people the earth, againſt the example, the 
rage and cruelty of a blood-thriſty and impious 
world, than what our author calls the Heaven- 
guarded mount; and that this was really their 
ſacred retreat is the more probable, from the 
ancient opinion, that this garden of Gop con- 

A 3 tinued 
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tinued in being till it was deſtroyed by the 
deluge, 


To thoſe who are apt to conſider the time 
before the flood in too general a light, it may 
appear ſtrange to hear of potent empires, and 
mighty nations, in which the arts flouriſh'd ; 
of numerous armies and bloody wars carried on 
for the ſake of conqueſt, and extending the 
dominions of ambitious and cruel princes 
but a little attention will convince the reader, 
that at the time of the deluge the earth was, 
probably, more populous than it is at preſent. 
It had then been inhabited, according to the 
loweſt computation, ſixteen or ſeventeen hun- 
dred years. - The earth had then doubtleſs 
a purer atmoſphere, and a more ſalubrious air. 
Mr. Whiſton has endeavour'd to prove that 
it was then more thin, and ſubtile, and without 
ſuch groſs ſteams, exhalations, nitro-ſulphure- 
ous or other heterogeneous mixtures as occa- 


ſion 
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Gon ' meteors, thunder, lightning, with conta- 
gious and infectious diſeaſes; that there were 
no violent winds and ſtorms: and no ſhowers ; 
the ground being watered by gentle miſts af- 
cending in the day, and deſcending again, in a 
great meaſure in the. ſucceeding night; hence 
the rainbow, at preſent ſo frequent, was then 


unknown. From theſe conſiderations it naturally 
follows, that there were fewer of thoſe diſeaſes 
that now prove ſo deſtructive to the human 
race: for people then lived ſeven, eight and 
nine hundred years; a longevity that appears 
to have been providentially deſign'd for the 
more ſpeedy multiplication of mankind. 


This ſubject the late ingenious and learned 
Dr. Burnet has ſet in the moſt clear. and convin- 
cing light : © There appears to me, ſays he, to 
« be a greater difficulty from the multitude of 
<« people that would be before the flood, than 
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* from the want of people. For if we allow 
* the firſt couple at the end of one hundred 
years, or of the firſt century, to have left ten 
1 pair of breeders, which is no hard ſuppoſition, 
there would ariſe from theſe in fifteen hundred 
ec ears a greater number than the earth was 
capable of; allowing every pair to multiply 
ce in the ſame decuple proportion the firſt pair 
ce did. But becauſe this would riſe far beyond 
ec the capacities of this earth, let us ſuppoſe 
ec them to encreaſe in the following centuries 
C in a quintuple proportion only; or, if you 
ce will, only in a quadruple.” He then gives 
a table of the multiplication of mankind from 
the creation to the flood, ſuppoſing them to 


be only four times doubled every hundred years, 
| | as 


FPR E F ANC. ix 


as in the following note. This product, 
« our Author adds, is too exceſſive high, if 
compared with the preſent number of men 
e upon the face of the earth, which think is com- 
« monly eſtimated to be between three and four 
« hundred millions; and yet this proportion of 


— _— — 


* Czntury 1 


— 10 
2 — 40 
3: — 160 
4 — 640 
5. — 2560 
6 — 10240 
5 — 40960 
8 — 163840 
9 — 65 5 360 

10 — 2621440 

* 7 10435760 

I2 yy 41943040 

13 —_ 167772160 

14 — 671088640. 

15 w_ 2684354560 

16 — 10737418240 
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« their increaſe ſeems to be low enough, if we 
take one proportion for all the centuries; for 
cin reality the ſame meaſure cannot run equally 
« through all the ages; but we have taken 
ec this as moderate and reafonable betwixt the 
« higheſt and the loweſt,” en BN 


From theſe conſiderations alone, it appears 
highly probable, not only that the earth was well- 
peopled : but that the extent of the land bore a 
much greater proportion to that of the ſea than 
at preſent ; that the deluge, if intended, as the 
holy Scriptures aſſure us, to deſtroy the whole 
human race, muſt have been univerſal ; and 
that there is ſufficient room for Mr. Bopmrr 
to repreſent unjuſt and bloody wars, with dread- 
ful maſſacres and every inſtance of inhumanity 
in the latter ages of the antediluvian world, 
among the crimes committed by a race of peo- 
ple ſo abandoned to vice. and impiety, as to 
bring upon themſelves ſuch a tremendous 
judgment. 

| I ſhall 
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1 ſhall. not here examine with Dr. Burnet, 
whether eight oceans, each containing as much 
water as that which ſurround our continents, 
would be required to cover the Alps and the 
Andes; nor was Mr. Bodmer oblig'd, with 
that | gentleman, to conſider the earth as a 
level ſurface without mountains, a ſphere with- 
out inequalities, that cover'd the ſea as with a 
cruſt; which being broken and afterwards: 
driven on heaps produced the deluge; the ocean 
and the mountains. Our author's deſcription. 
of this great event appears more tremendous, 
and more conformable to what we at preſent 
ſee of the works of nature. He ſuppoſes, that 
before the deluge, the earth ' bore a much 
greater proportion to the ſea than at preſent; 3 
that the mountains were much inferior in height 

to thoſe which now raiſe their ſtupendous ſum- 
mits far above the clouds; and the higheſt of 
thoſe he repreſents as having their foundations 
looſened by earthquakes which broke open the 

fountains. 
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fountains of the abyſs, and laid them level. 
with the plains; while many of our moun- 
tains. were torn by the attraction of the earth, 
from a. dreadful comet that | ſupplied it with 
water, and that after the: deluge the ocean ex- 
tended its bounds, and the receptacles in the bow- 
els of the earth were enlarged to contain the ſu-- 
perfluous. floods. 


Mr. Whiſton, in his theory of the earth, 
makes no doubt of the violent rains which then 
fell, being produced by the atmoſphere of a co- 
met, which continued forty days without inter- 


ruption; and obſerves that fifty- four or fifty- 
five days after its firſt paſſing by the earth, the 
comet muſt have received a new ſtock of = 
pours, as before, and the rains which had been 
intermitted for fourteen or fifteen days, muſt be- 


gin again. That on the return of the comet the 


deſcending vapours would be mixed with many 
heterogeneous particles of all ſorts, as nitre, 
ſulphur, 
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ſulphur, mineral- effluvia, metallic ſteams, and 
the like, ice pig heat of the peri- 
helion had diſſolved and elevated into the 
tail of the comet ; from the confuſed mix- 
ture, irregular fermentations and diſagreeing 
motions of all which, it is probable, he adds, 


the violent commotions in the atmoſphere, 


then and ſince, are principally to be deduced. 


Our author's deſcription of this great event 
evidently agrees with Mr. Whiſton's account 
of it: but differs in ene remarkable particu- 
lar; for Mr. Whiſton ſuppoſes that ſtorms and 
tempeſts, thunder and lightning were unknown, 
till on the return of the comet the rain was 
mixed with nitre, ſulphur and metallic ſteams; 
while Mr. Bodmer, perhaps with greater juſ- | 
tice, repreſents the firſt entrance of the comet 


within our atmoſphere. as occaſioning the moſt 


dreadful convulſions of the elements, with 
thun= 
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thunder, lightning and the moſt violent tem- 
peſts ; and afterwards mentions the heterogene- 
ous matters being mingled with the waters, as the 
cauſe of tempeſts when the comet had finally 
diſappeared, | 


But to proceed. It may be thought that our 
ingenious. and learned author has introduced 
too much of ſcience and modern literature in- 
to the antediluvian ages. This objection 
which may appear at firſt ſight not deſti- 
tute of foundation, he himſelf has in ſome 
meaſure anticipated and anſwered, by obſerv- 


ing, that the people had then a clearer ſky, 


and ages of experiments. Indeed what bounds 
; could we now ſet to the abilities and genius 
| of a Bacon, a NEwTON or a Lockr, if 
after all the diſcoveries they have now made 
in natural and moral philoſophy, they were 
ſtill living, and had yet before them a ſuc- 
ceſſion of ages to purſue their reſearches? What 
bounds could be ſet to the improvements of the 
ingenious artiſts? Had there been then a PHI- 

DIAS 


R E F A Ci. © va 


' DIAS a PrAXITELES, a RAPHAEL, a Mi- 


CHAEL ANGELO, or a TITIAN, Who after 
thirty or forty years application, brought ar- 
chitecture, ſtatuary and painting to fuch per- 
fection, what would they have done had the 
vigour of their genius, joined to the improv- 
ing correctneſs of their judgment and their 
hand, been protracted ſix or ſeven centuries. 


Our learned author may, perhaps, with 
more juſtice be blamed for introducing too 
much of Pagan mythology too much of mo- 
dern times into the age preceding the deluge. 
The ſtory of Str Ha's fifty ſons being ena- 
mour'd with the fifty daughters of AIR Au, 
and all but one being murdered in the bridal bed, 
is evidently taken from the ſtory of the B- 
LIDES, and I flatter myſelf, the candid read- 
er will excuſe the liberty I have taken in repre- 
| ſenting their death in a very different light. 
J have alſo ventured to alter the puniſhment 
of SICHAR: inſtead of monſters riſing from 

the 
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the floor, I have repreſented: him as ſtruck 


with madneſs, and ſeeing them only in ima- 


gination: and inſtead of his being metamor- 


Phoſed into an amphiſbœna, or two headed: 
ſerpent; he dies while he ſuppoſes they en- 
circle his limbs. In ſhort, if I have repre-- 
ſented the inhabitants of Nod leſs like the 
Americans, and the maſſacre of the capital of 
Maſis, leſs like that of Paris; if I have re- 
preſented the ſhip in which was OG and his 
followers as ſooner defrayed. than our author, . 


and in a manner leſs. improbable, I hope the 
candour of the ingenious. reader will excuſe 
the liberty I have ventured” ta take. Theſe 
appeared to me as ſpots; but they muſt be 
allowed to be the ſpots of the ſun; and trif- 
ling blemiſhes in a work filled with beauties z 
though they appear ſomewhat inconſiſtent with 
_ the- ſimplicity of the other and more intereſt- 
ing parts of the work, in which our author 
ſhews great ſtrength of genius, a lively ima- 


gination, 
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gination, and all the qualifications of à diſtin- 
guiſhed poet. 


Some of my readers will, perhaps, cenſure 


* 
4 


the liberties I here confeſs that I have taken, 


as preſumptuous in a tranſlator ; but the in- 


genious and learned Swiſs, our author's coun- 
trymen, and the Germans, his admirers, will 
be leſs ſevere, and will readily grant me their 
approbation. 


With -reſpe& to the deſcriptions and ſenti- 


ments, I have clofely followed Mr. BoDMER. 


He has indeed borrowed many of theſe from 
Mr. KLorsrock, and from Mil rox, Por 
and YouNs : he himſelf juſtly obſerving, that 


GrpHA and Noan drew their diſcoveries from 


the ſame pure celeſtial ſpring, as thoſe bards 
of an iſland rich in genius. It has been my 
ſtudy to do juſtice to the ſweet and tender, 
the bold and animated ſtrokes of my author, 


and 
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and with what ſuccefs the public will deter- 
mine. In ſhort whatever reception this work 
may meet with from the public, and what- 
ever cenſures I may receive from the ſeverity 
of criticiſm, it will not deprive me of the 
pleaſure of reflection, that I have added ano- 
ther tranſlation from the German, intended 
at leaſt to afford a ſource of pure and ſub- 
lime entertainment to the Engliſh reader: a 
work in which the dreadful conſequences | of 
vice, and obduracy of heart are exhibited! by 
the moſt tremendous judgment; and in which 
every virtue is ſet in the faireſt light, and 
all the graces of religion and piety abe in 
their native luſtre. 
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TAE ARGUMENT. 


Noa, accompanied by a ſeraph, is gone to 
view the ways of men. His family live in a val- 
ley encompaſſed with rocks in the lower part of 
the paradiſaic mount, where JAPHETH look- 
ing from the rocks with the hopes of ſeeing his 
father returning, beholds arm'd troops, and tur- 
ning his eyes from them, perceives a path lead- 
ing up the mountain. Amazed at its being hither- 
to concealed, he aſcends it, and enters a more 
beautiful part of Paradiſe, where for the firſt time 
he enraptured beholds female beauty, in three 
lovely virgins, two of whom. retire, but while 
he is addreſſing the third, they return with SPH a 
their father, who views him with joy, and tells 
him he had been informed of his coming by an 
angel. SIPHA takes him to his dwelling, where 
he joyfully hears his conjectures confirmed, that 
he is the ſon of Noan, his deareſt friend, and of 
his ſiſter MiLcAH; then tells him his hiſtory 
fince his being ſeparated from Noan ; after 
which JaPHETH ſets out on his return. 


BOOK I. 


IN G, O muſe of Sion's hill ! the radiant 
grace benign, which mov'd the SUPREME 
JuDGx, when dooming myriads to the riſing 
deluge, for one righteous man, to bound his wrath, 
leading him to new habitations, there to enjoy 


a life divine there to become the father of + 
nations, whoſe ſanQtity of manners might 


ſpeak them the offspring of Heaven. Few 
are the traces of this great event left by 
the ſpunge of oblivion on the tables of time, 
and ſcarce are they to be diſcern'd; yet 
are they known to thee, celeſtial Mule ! 
and may'ſt thou deign to impart them to the 
Vor. I. B ad- 
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adventurous bard, whom genial Nature, on 
his natal day, laid on her breaſt. Thou, 
ere the waves o'erſpread the earth, breath- 
ing on ELtav's ſoul, taught him ſongs 
divine: taught Noan to raiſe his grate- 
ful praiſe, while in the floating ark: with him 
_ aſcended lofty Sion to extol his grace who, in 
the Heavens diſplay'd his radiant bow, the 
emblem of forgiving mercy. 


Noan, accompany'd by a' ſeraph, was by 
the command of the Mosr Hicn, gone to 
viſit the degenerate race dwelling in the plain, 
to view their ways, and to witneſs between them 
and the Soverei6n jupck. No longer would 
the ErERN AL, whoſe hand holds the ſcale of 
juſtice, ſuffer the voices crying for vengeance 
to paſs before his throne. Already in his ſilent 
council, had he decreed to fend on the earth 
a deſtroying flood, that ſhould overwhelm what- 
ever trod the terraqueous globe, or hover'd over 
its ſurface. Already had Noan been abſent 
fifty ſuns. | Mu.can his wife, and the youth 
his offspring, with longing expectation waited 
the day of bis return: yet no anxious ſolici- 
tude difturb'd their breaſts for him, whom they 
knew to; be under the guidance of the Erxx- 
NAL. In the loweſt part of the paradiſaical 

oO 67 1 | mount, 
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mount, Ab Au's native place, they dwelt, ſepa- 
rated by the Mosr Hon from the contagi- 
ous examples of the wicked. Each was to the 
other as a numerous multitude : they enjoy'd 
ſocial intercourſe, and convers'd not with them- 
ſelves alone, but with the ſpreading plants, the 
beafts that crop the verdant fields, and the birds 
that ſkim the wide expanſe of liquid air, who 
in audible ſounds loudly proclaim the wiſdom of 
the great CREATOR. Before them lay the earth 
and fky, open as a book, in which with cu- 
rious eye, they read all the wonders of creation: 
inſtructive ſchool to regulate the heart, and 
form the judgment! Thus wiſely employ'd, 
each ſuccefſive day found and left them. 


| _Noan's dwelling was in a ſpot ſurrounded 
by lofty and fertile eminences, ſkirted with 

rocks that enclos'd the foot of the mountain, 
as an inacceſſible fence. JarHzTH frequently 
aſcended on the north a towering peak, which 
open'd a proſpect into diſtant countries and 
other climes. From thence he us'd to ſurvey 
the works of men. But now his father, de- 
tain'd in the plain below, employs his thoughts, 
and every lonely paſſenger fills his heart with 
fluttering joy ; he imagines that he ſees him 
returning to the mount, and already ſtretching 
B 2 cut 
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out his longing arms, hails him from afar. 
Involv'd in miſts at the verge of the horizon 
ſtood Thamiſta, with high penſile gardens riſing 
to the ſun. The tops of the pyramids alone 
met his view. Between the-city and the moun- 
tain the land ſwelPd.in.gentle riſings, or ſtretched 
out in level plains. "Theſe he had been us'd 
to behold adorn'd with the white luſtre of 
fleecy flocks; and from his rocks -cover'd 
with odoriterous plants, had frequently perceiv'd 
the harp and voice join in ſprighily concert, 
while feſtive bands iſſu'd forth from conjugal 
bowers. But he now ſaw arm'd troops move 
along the plain, with flying banners, rattling 
.chariots of iron, long trains of «camels, heavy 
laden, and unwieldly elephants ſaddled with 
towers. The blaze of poliſh'd fhields and ar- 
mour, amidſt the full beams of the ſun, qui- 
ver'd in the air and on the rocks, while the 
men, like a crowd of ants, were all in motion 
but appear'd bent on deſtruQion. Afflicted at 
the change, 'he turn'd away his eyes, and caſt 
them on the mountain, where he perceiv'd a 
path, which winding narrow through the mar- 
ble rocks, led up towards the ſummit. Amaz'd 
at its being hitherto conceal'd, he imagin'd that 
by the touch of the OuNirorENr, it was now 
l. and the rocks ſeparated to afford him 

a paſſage. 
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a paſſage. The aſcent being no longer pro- 
hibited, with curious foot he trac'd the mazy 
ſteep, which was ſoon to lead him into Para- 
diſe. Above, the mountain ſmil'd with ſmooth 
terraces of intermingled green and gold, afford- 
ing eaſy footſteps. All was wild and unlimited 
by art. The plains and acclivitics were diver- 
fified with the crocus the hyacinth, and jon- 
quil, with the cinnamon and myrrh bearing 
plants: a wilderneſs of ſweets, which nature, 
as before the fall, produc'd luxuriant. JAPpHETH 
with eager impatience, preſs'd through the 
branches that croſs'd the path, ?till it brought 
him eaſtward into a delightful plain, where 
art having corrected the wildneſs of licentious 
growth, he advanc'd with eaſier ſteps. Here 
a walk arch'd with branching laurels, afforded 
a ſhade impervious to the mid-day fun. Now 
entering a garden, he beheld the lowly flowers 
that continually cling to the boſom of their 
parent earth, diſpos'd with taſte judicious ac- 
cording to their ſeveral tribes, forming on the 
verdant carpet ſtars, and funs, and variegated 
ſcrolls of different hues and fragrance ; while 
thoſe of lofty ſtem were plac'd on each fide, 
in vaſes of marble. At a diſtance he beheld 
pendant canopies of interwoven branches, that 
preſented the golden fruit of Autumn, inter- 

B 3 mix'd 
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mix'd with the bloſſoms of Spring: flowers 
and fruit that had all the charms of novelty, 


the ſituation of his native ſpot denying them 


growth. But his ſurpriſe and pleafure at be- 
holding theſe beautiful works of nature, ſoon 


gave way to an admiration much more ſtrong 


and impaſſton'd : ſuddenly he beheld three love- 
ly virgins, each adorn'd with different charms, 
and each beautiful as the Heavens when the 
awaking ſun over his face ſtrews roſes. What, 
O JayHETH, diſt thou then feel? How ſweet 
the rapture that drew thy ſoul into thine eye, 


where it beam'd collected, and there with tran- 
ſport gaz d inſatiate! Thus a traveller who has 


been long environ'd by towering mountains, 


and the azure ſky, with his ſight confin'd to 


narrow views and barren rocks, no ſooner 
aſcends the ſummit, than extenſive countries 


_ adorned with fertile fields, glaſſy lakes, and 


meandering ſtreams, opening to his delighted eye, 
his mind expands at the various proſpect, and he 
inhales the air with long and eager draughts. 
But much ſweeter and more rapturous admi- 
ration ſtruck the wondering youth at the ſight 
of female beauty, which he beheld threefold, 
and in its utmoſt perfe&ion. Nor leſs was the 
_— of the damſels, who ſtruck with mo- 

tionleſs 
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tionleſs amazement, ſtood with their eyes fix'd 
on JAPHETH. 


The youth, eager to converſe with theſe 
inchanting objects, rais'd his voice: How love- 
ly, ſaid he, are the inhabitants of this delight- 
ful country, like itfelf blooming with the moſt 
reſplendent charms | If they are form'd of the 
fame earth with me, of what an Heaven of de- 
light and beauty is my native ſpot depriv'd l 
My piercing fight at beholding ſuch various 
charms recoils blunted ; yet I cannot forbear a 
nearer view,—But they fly.— Oh fly me not, 
ye offspring of Heaven fly not to your 
native abodes !—At leaft, fly not all from a 
ſon of earth, who in you beholds Heaven. 
Ah they regard me not too faint are my 

words to detain them !----ſhould the laſt alſo 
go !---Ah ſhe---ſhe too leaves me- 


At the nearer approach of the adventurous 
youth, two of the fair virgins conceal'd them- 
ſelves in the cloſe ſhade; but the third, re- 
tiring a httle, ſtood like the bluſhing roſe, which 
to the rifing ſun ſhews its face, not yet ex- 
panded in its fulleſt bloom, liſtening with cu- 
rious ear to the new ſounds that flowed from 
JaeHETH's lips. He then approach'd, and with 

B 4 ſuppliant 


8 N O A RH. Boo l. 


ſuppliant air and gentle voice, cry'd, O faireſt 
of human forms! art thou, as thou appear'ſt, 
of heavenly deſcent? If fo, ſay by what re- 
ſpectful obedience I may detain thee ! that thou, 
like thy fair ſiſters, may not conceal thy beau- 
ties in the gloom of the embowering ſhades, 
and leave me a prey to thoughtful melancholy, _ 
and plaintive grief? condeſcend to open thoſe 
lovely lips, and to ſay, by what name I ſhall 
call thee. 


With rapturous joy he now heard the maid's 
ſoft accents: On this earth, ſaid ſhe, were 
we born, we are of the race of man, of ſlender 
texture, and of feeble frame : incapable of ſelf- 
defence, or to ſecure ourſelves from inſult and 
violence. Robuſt and ſavage man, of haughty 
mien, is our moſt formidable enemy. But the 
gracious Power who reigns above protects and 
guards ns by His angels, and here we join our 
pious father in paying Him our adorations. But 
how haſt thou eſcap'd the ever-wakeful eyes of 
our celeſtial guards, who with flaming ſwords 
defend the entrance to this peaceful ſpot? Fain 
would I hope, that thou, who art of gentle 
look, art not one of that perverſe race, who, 
void of underſtanding, have ſtray'd from the 


Lonxp or Lirx. Thy face, in which grace 
| = 
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and ſweetneſs bluſhing ſhines, renders thee un- 
like thoſe who are baniſh'd from the preſence 
of their Gop. Fain would J hope that thou 
art righteous ; that with humble gratitude thou 
adoreſt the SoverzIcn LoRp, and art not 
come to injure us. 


With gentle tremor Noan's fon reply'd : Is 
there a man who could view thee with a malig- 
vant eye? Thy countenance muſt awe every 
beholder into gentleneſs and love. The light it- 
{elf is leſs dear to me than thy friendſhip. In 
my veins. flows. the blood of SETH, the Son of 
ApaM : unmix'd with that of Cain and of Ix Ap. 
My devout parents have taught me to walk with 
Gop, and in my breaſt have planted the hope 
of ſalvation. The Lord and Far HER of men 
and angels has. alſo. deliver'd our houſe from. 
infectious examples, by placing us in a garden 
where the rocks encloſe a fertile valley; but 
it has far lefs charms than theſe delightful plaing 
of Paradiſe, ſo full of pleaſing wonders, the 
greateſt ſuch a Heaven of. female beauty. My 
heart there felt a void, which the plenty that 
crown'd our board could not fill. With unwea- 
ried labour I fought in the ſmiling mead and 
flowery fields near our abode, to fill the vacancy 
within ; but all in vain. I knew not what it was 
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to which my foul aſpir'd ; but in midnight dreams 
a fair form oft appears before me imiling, as 
if to baniſh my ſtrange impatience. Then I 
ſtretch out my longing arms to the lovely image 
— it vaniſhes--—T figh-—it then returns; 
again it ſmiles and diſappears. May I be- 
lieve the fond hopes of my longing heart, 
that thou art to fill this inward void; 
and that Providence has divided the rocks to 
lead me up to thee and happineſs. Oh thou 
art not one of the maidens againſt whom we 
were warn'd by my father. They breathe poiſon 
in their words, and death is in their murderous 
eyes: but in thy looks benign is feated modeſt 
innocence, and thy ſpeech is as the balm of life. 


With native ſimplicity and modeſt grace ſhe 
thus reply'd : O youth ! this language I cannot 
underſtand. What means exhaling poiſon in 
words, and giving death with murderous eyes? 


At this inſtant her father appear'd, with the 


two virgins who had fled, and now, encou- 


rag'd by his preſence, return'd one on each ſide. 


He advanc'd with a ſtep flow and ſolemn, yet 


firm and vigorous, though the ſixth century had 
paſs'd over his Head. His piercing eyes were 
fix'd on the * of JAPHETH, where with ea- 

ger 
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ger attention he ſeem'd to mark every feature, 

till joy lighting up his countenance, he cry'd, 

O youth! not unexpected is thine arrival. This 

was reveal'd by a celeſtial meſſenger. At the 

dawn of this happy day I pour'd forth my early 
petitions in the ſolemn grove, where the JUDGE 

of the earth paſs'd ſentence on the firſt man, 
and graciouſly promis'd to ſend the Deſtroyer of 
1 fin. I there revolved in my anxious mind the 
} lot of theſe my daughters; whether they were 
: to waſte their bloom in joyleſs, barren virgi- 
þ nity, while all my hopes of a virtuous race 
ſhould fail, and both the root and branch pe- 
riſn. Shall then, I preſum'd to ſay, this capa» 
city for love, which Thou haſt implanted in the 
youthful mind, O Thou ALL-wise and GRACI- 
ous! burn with an uſeleſs flame, till ſelf-con- 
ſum'd? My expoſtulation offended not the 
SUPPORTER of human race. A celeſtial 
meſſenger in white raiment, inſtantly ftoce at 
my right hand, and with a ſmile of benignity 
\ uttered theſe joytul words: O man truft in the 
Lorp ! thy daughters ſhall not be unfruitful 
branches. They are appointed to renew the 
Human race, and to re-people the earth when it 
iſſues from the waters of a deluge, that ſhall de- 
ftroy all the workers of iniquity. Before the 
ſun riſes to its meridian height, the offspring of 
a righ- 
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a righteous man, led by the LorD, ſhall come 
to this thy dwelling. He ſhall bring thee to 
the happy few, who, guided by an approving 
conſcience, walk in the path of SETH and of 
Exocn. Then fill'd with gratitude to the Lorp 
of all, I joyfully return'd my thanks for this 
gracious intelligence. 1 


Here the good man paus'd, then ſtretching ; 
open his arms, cry'd, I ſalute thee, thou ſent of J 
Gop. Embrace me, thou ſon of the righteous. ? 
I obſerve in thy features and gracefu] mien, the ; 
look of gentleneſs and virtue, which in the mor- 1 
ning of my days, I admir'd in one of all my 1 
friends the moſt beloved; the moſt favour'd by # 
Gop himſelf : for him the SovEREIGN JUDGE 
bore with an impious race. If thou art indeed 
his ſon, what a glow of divine virtue has enlight- 
en'd thy ſteps! but whoever thou art, I grant | 
thee my friendſhip. Come to my dwelling and 
partake of a ſmall refreſhment ; after which I 
ſhall from thy communicative bps receive ſa- 
aisfaQion, 


While he was ſpeaking, his daughters join'd 
each other, and retiring a little, ſtood fix'd in 
filent attention. Their venerable father, now 
turning to them, gave orders for their preparing 

a ſuitable 
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a a ſuitable repaſt for his new gueſt. The vir- 
gins ſhewing a ready and chearful obedience, 
tripp'd with light ſteps through the embower- 
ing walks, while their father, taking by the 
hand the enraptur'd youth, ſlowly follow'd. Ja- 
PHETH beheld the reddening apple ripening into 
gold ; the pomegranate glowing with a deeper 
red; the blue plum with luſcious juice, the bluſh- 
ing peach, and the boughs bending under the 
ponderous pear, with odorous fruits that now 
grow in different climes : Theſe he ſaw, but 
fill'd with thoughts of higher moment, ſcarce 
obſerv'd. He now approach'd the manfion of his 
pious hoſt, The lofty roof of cedar was cover'd 
with reeds the growth of fens. A range of co- 
lumns plac'd in an oval form, ſupported the ſtruc- 
ture. The ſpace between was clos'd with boards 
which reſted on feet of ſilver, and were faſten'd 
by golden bolts, and ſtaples wrought with curi- 
ous art. The floor was of moſaic work, com- 
pos'd of ſtones of various hues, and the rooms 
were parted by hangings adorn'd with flowers of 
needle-work, and faften'd by loops. Greater 
ſtrength the place needed not, while from ene- 
mies it was guarded by the flaming ſword. 


JayneTH enters the peaceful dwelling, the 
ſeat of piety and truth. The table is already ſpread, 
and 
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and the floor around cover'd with ſoft ſkins. The 
good old man leads his young friend to the high- 
eſt ſeat, then drawing his ſtool cloſe to his, de- 
fires KrRENHATUCH to waſh the ſtranger's 
feet. This ſhe cheazrfully. performs. Then 
THAMAR with an amiable bluſh, brings raiſing 
figs and almonds in wicker baſkets, while Dx;o- 
RAH pours out the mantling vinons juice into a 
cup of glittering gold, and gives it to her father, 
who lifting it on high, ſings an hymn of praiſe, 
and having drank, preſents 1t to his gueſt. 


At length, the repaſt being ended, the old 
man caſting on the youth a look of longing ex- 
pectation, cry'd, Now, O ſtranger, may I afk, 
if my heart does not vainly flatter me with the 
pleaſing hope, that thou art Noan's ſon? 
Thus he graceful fat ; his hair fell in waving 
ringlets on his ſhoulders, and from his eyes 
beam'd life and ſpirit. Thus he appear'd when 
in the ſpring of his days he engag'd my eſteem. 
If thy name, dear youth, rejoices him, and 
M1L.can be thy mother, S1pHa to thee can be 
no ſtranger. I am that 81 HA, who was MIL- 
cAH's brother, and the cordial friend of Noan, 
the beloved of the Lon. 


' 
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A freſh flood of joy thrilPd through the heart 
of the youth at the ſound of a name which he 
had ever heard with reverence, and ſtarting from 
his ſeat, he fell at the feet of Stypha, and em- 


brac'd his knees. The great Omnrsciext Mixp, 


he cry'd, has directed thy conjeQures, I am in- 
deed the good Noan's fon by Mn.can, and 
both taught my infant lips to liſp StyhA and M- 
HITABEL. O my dear, my veperable uncle ! for 
the firſt time bleſs Noan's lateſt born. 


SIPHA, with eyes ſwimming with love and 
joy, return'd, Bleſſed of the Lord art thou, the 
fon of M11.can. Does my brother hve? and 
lives MILcAE too? Shall ny eyes once more {te 
the faces of thoſe on whom they us'd to dwell 
with pure delight? Where is their abode ? 
Where does the heavens with genial ſmiles ſur- 
round their manfion, diffuſing bleſſings over the 
adjacent lands ? 


This Paradife of Gop, return'd JayppyeTm, 
in which the ETERNAL has ſeparated thee 
from the converſe of brutal men, contains 


within its borders, the manſion of my father. In 


the loweſt part of the angel-guarded mount, re- 
mote from human intercourſe, he has ſeen a 


long ſucceſſion of years, happy in the ſoft 
converſe 
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converſe of Mile AH, who has borne him three 
ſons. There with humble piety has he taught 
us to worſhip the LoRD of heaven and earth. 
There he has been ſometimes honour'd by the 
_ celeſtial ſpirits who join with him in familiar 
| converſe, and diſcourſe ſublime. The fiftieth 
ſun is now rolling round the meridian hours, 
ſince, by the divine command, he went, ac- 
company'd by a ſeraph, among the inhabitants 
of the earth. If I am not miſtaken, wonderous 
works of deſtiny draw near, which though now 
obſcure, at his return will be reveabd. As I was 
this morning walking on the northern rock which 
guards our fafe retreat, I caſt my eyes over the 
plain beneath, and beheld the whole country 
overflow'd with war. Triumphant ſhouts, loud 
menacing voices, ſhrieks, and all the tumultuous. 
din of battle, with ſucceſſive echoes, reverbe- 
rated from the rocks. Struck with horror, I 
turn'd my eyes, towards this mountain, and 
amaz'd beheld a narrow path winding among 
the cliffs. I with wonder aſcended the mazy 
ſteep, which led me to this delightful ſpot. The 
Gop of our fathers doubtleſs divided the ſtones 
to form this paſſage, that finding thee, I might 
bring thee to thy friends, or them to thee. But 
dear SIPHA, forgive my curioſity, ſince my ar- 
rival on this happy ſpot, a ſoft and ſweet delight 

has 
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has fill'd my heart at ſeeing the raviſhing beauty 
of thy lovely daughters; yet ſtill my eyes long 
to behold the fifty branches, all ſons, which 
MzHITABEL has borne to thee, all ſurrounding 
thy venerable trunk, and obedient to thy nod. 
Often has my father elevated our minds, by re- 
preſenting thee in the ſummer of thine age, as 
an oracle of wiſdom, blending with the father's 
honour, that of his ſons. A numerous train 
ſprung from his-loins, ſaid he, ſtand around him, 
liſtening to his commands: theſe he has taught to 
reverence and adore the mighty Loxp of all, and 
to practiſe thoſe ſocial virtues which can alone ren- 
der man dear to man. Oh where do they dwell ? 
that in their virtuous ſociety, my deſire of friends, 
ſo long, ſo ſtraitly limited to the converſe of two 
of the beſt of brothers, may be at length gratiſy'd. 
Where too is MEHITABEL, the crown of wo- 
men, and the partner of thy bed; ſhe whom of 
all the daughters of men, my mother moſt 
wiſhes to have for a companion in her ſolitary 
vale, | 


S1PHA reply'd, The Gop of Sx TH, has aſ- 
ſuredly this day directed thy ſteps, and open'd to 
thee the path to my ſequeſter'd dwelling, that 
thou might'ſt chear my advanc'd age, by re- 
ſtoring to me my dear friend, and me to him. 

| What 
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W hat gratitude do I owe to Gop my Preſerver, 
who from his empyreal throne has look'd down 
with propitious eye on me, and on my forlorn 
and ſolitary daughters? To-morrow a yearling 
ſteer which yet ſports untam'd, ſhall be offer'd 
in grateful ſacrifice. In thee, dear nephew, thy 
father's whole foul ſhines forth: young, yet ma- 
ture, thou art the tranſcript of Noan's virtues, 
diſcovering the wiſdom of age in blooming youth. 
When the ParxtxT of mankind is pleas'd to ſhed 


| His gracious influence on the marriage bed, the 


bleſſings deſcends from father to fon, encom- 
paſſing the whole family with gladneſs. Such 
for many years was my happineſs. Fifty ſons 
who had iſſu'd from my loins, ſtood before me, 
liſtening with reſpect to all my commands. My 


_ Inſtructions penetrated their duteous hearts, and 


produc'd every amiable, every elevated fenti- 
timent, juſtice, humanity, fortitude, truth, li- 
berality, and heart-reviving friendſhip ; qualities. 
which exalt the ſoul to a reſemblance of its di- 
vine original, 


When my dear pious friend fled from the face 
of Dacox, long I ſought him in the lands of 
Aſſur, Alam, and Eram; but perceiving that 
he was no where to be found, I ſuppos'd that, 
like Ex OCR, he had been tranflated to the ce- 
| leſtial 
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leſtial regions, where ſin and ſorrow are no more, 
and where all is joy and unclouded light. Vet 
without him my native plains, where the Crea- 
tor diſplays his bounty, appear'd a gloomy ſoli- 
tude. I therefore rambled to the banks of the 
river Piſon, where the deſcendants of Kedar built 
the city of Yarmut. The neighbouring coun- 
try is refreſh'd by fertihzing fprings; the graſſy 
meads, and the hills, cover'd with herbage, of- 
fer plenteous paſture to the ſtately camel, the 
horned herd, the fleecy fheep, and bounding 
goat. Thither I remov'd with my family, and 
all my cattle; fix'd my tents on Piſon's lofty 


ſhore,, and years of ſweet ſerenity paſs'd over my 
head 


| Faſt of the town where the limpid ſtream of 
the river Piſon, after being confin'd in a narrow 
channel, runs meandring with rapid current, it 
falls impetuous, and ſpreading wide, encom- 
paſfes an iſland planted with laurels, and famous 
for a circular temple ſupported on columns of jaſ- 
per. This ſtruQure was dedicated to the ſun by 
ABIRAM, who appointed ſtated oblations and ſa- 
crifices, a pageant worſhip, compos'd of cere- 
monies and forms, and vain obſervances, the off- 
- ſpring of impiety and ſuperſtition. He, by his 
own hand, was anointed prieſt to the fountain of 


day, 
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day, and his daughters, a numerous groupe of 
virgins, he conſecrated prieſteſſes to the new- 
made god himfelf had form'd, and fifty damſels 
all ſprung from his own loins, beautiful and ig- 
norant of love, ſerv'd at the altar. 


In my peaceful dwelling I offer'd my humble 
adorations, and daily pour'd forth ardent praife.. 
I rais'd an altar to the Loxp, and its ſmoke 
aſcended withmy grateful thanks towards Heaven. 
AkI RAM ſaw it and was offended. He inflam'd the 
minds of the multitude againſt me. Superſtition 
ſhot her invenom'd arrows, and I was repreſented. 
as an infidel, My hapleſs ſons were ſeiz'd by the 
cruel prieſt, and order'd to worſhip the radiant 
God of Day.  Boldly they reply'd, that the ſun 
which he and his deluded followers worſhipp'd, 
was an inanimate being created by the LoRD of 
Heaven and Earth; and that they ador'd Him. 
who made the ſun, and lighted up the ſtars of: 
Heaven: the great ErERNAL, who form'd and. 
who ſupports all nature. ABiIR AM ſtamping tore 
his raiment, and order'd that the blaſphemers. 
ſhould be ſacrific'd on the altar of his god. 
The brave youths undaunted defy'd his rage, and. 
dy'd adoring the great OMNI OTEN T. 
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The tyrant ſent me the dreadful news, with 
threats that if J did not inſtantly come and pro- 
ſtrate myſelf before his idol, I too ſhould periſh. 
W hat-dreadful news for a father and mother ! 
Grief for the loſs of my ſons took away my 
ſpeech. Their mother and I lay in the duſt, 
trembling, ſighing, bereav'd of all our offspring. 
Hope's richeft ſprings were dry'd up: our exul- 
tations blaſted. But our gracious Gop ſent us 
divine confolations, and ſupported us under our 
exceſſive grief, that with patient ſpirits we might 
ſupport the murder of all our comforts. 


I aſſembled my ſervants. I reſolv'd to return 
towards Eden, and the reviving hope of finding 
Noan again aroſe in my heart. From the river 
Piſon we-came to Hidekel, and were travelling 
Jeiſurely along its banks, to the country whence 
it flows, when on the ſeventh morning we were 
alarm'd by ſeeing behind us an approaching cloud 
of duſt, and ſoon a ſhepherd of the country came 
panting for breath, to inform us, that we were 
purſu'd by the men of Varmut, and that Ap1- 
RAM led the ſons of Rapine and the friends of 
Unrighteouſneſs, in order to put us to the ſword. 
Already the duſt drew ſo near, that through 
at I diſcern'd horſemen at full ſpeed. Already 
I bad 
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I had the view of immediate death from the 
arm'd forces of ABI RAM. But in the hour of 
my anguiſn I had recourſe to the Gop of Mx- 


THUSELAHs and his angel appear'd to aſſure me 
of his aſſiſtance. | 


Fear not, ſaid he, Gop is with thee, he will 
take from thee the cup of affliction, and give 
it to the people of Yarmut. Take thirty of thy 
laden camels, and drive them before thee, but the 
other camels with thy herd and flocks leave be- 
hind, and let thy ſervants divide the ſpoil with the 
men of Havila : for Gop will bring thee to a 
country where all thy wants ſhall be well ſup- 


ply'd. 


Here he ceas'd, and ] joyfully followed the di- 
vine command. Under our feet from the ex- 
haling earth aroſe a miſt which conceal'd me 
from the people of Varmut, and from my ſer- 
vants. Thus overſhadow'd, we ſoon drew near 
to the walls of Paradiſe. The gates ſtood open 
and unguarded. The flaming cherub had 
cloath'd himſelf in darkneſs, and no longer bran- 
diſh'd his terrific ſword. My camels, as if led 
by inviſible. hands paſſed through, I following 
with the laſt, when proceeding ſouthwards they | 
deſcended the declivity, till arriving in the midſt 

of 
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of the mountain, they fell on their knees, as if to 
deſire me to remove their burthens. My ſoul 
wing'd by gratitude ſoar'd to Heaven, to thank 
the Mosr Hicn, who had bountifully diſtin- 
guiſh'd us from innumerable multitudes, and ap- 
pointed my dwelling in the ſacred place which 
Apam, by his crime, had forfeited. Here 1 
built my habitation, a convenient pavilion form'd 
into rooms, and ſurrounded with planks cut from 
the olive. Here 1 employ*d myſelf in correcting 
the luxuriant wildneſs of the blooming groves, 
and in bending the flexible boughs into ſhady 
arches. My Mrnrras took care of the ten- 
der flowers, arrang'd them according to their 
different tribes, and with curious taſte difpos'd 


them into beds and compartments. In theſe in- 


nocent amuſements months and years fled away, 
while my hours in her company, and hers in 
mine, ſeem'd not tedious. But we did not con- 
tinue the only perſons in the garden : my com- 
panion was thrice pregnant, and each time pro- 
duc'd a daughter: theſe were her joyful conſola- 
tions ; theſe dearer plants ſhe attended with rap- 
turous care, and theſe were the ſubje& of her 
laſt prayers, when ſhe beheld the angel of death 
ſtand by her bed. Our ſupplications aroſe be- 
fore the MosT Hi, who has now broken down 
the wall which for ſeveral centuries hath ſepa- 
| rated 
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rated the deareſt friends, depriving me of Noan 
and Mircan, and them of me. My daughters 
will now have another father and another mother 
to dire& their ſteps, and prevent their wander- 
ing, when I am no more, from the path of feli- 
city. Now, deareſt nephew, liſten to my firſt 
requeſt : thou ſhalt to night here ſeek the rich 
gift of balmy ſleep, and to morrow when the 
daughter of the light dreſſes the eaſtern clouds in 
crimſon, we will ariſe, and having facrific'd to 
the Lord, I and my children will go, and joy- 
fully follow thy conducting ſteps to the houſe of 
No Ak, at the foot of the mountain, 


SIPHA ceas'd and JaypHETH began. Thy 
melancholy ſtory has pierc'd my breaſt. Alas! 
how art thou bereav'd of a numerous offspring, 
enflam'd by the love of virtue! while I am de- 
priv'd of a multitude of tender friends, whom I 
fondly hop'd to find. Oh how mingled pity and 
admiration ſwell my heart, for thoſe brave youths, 
thy noble ſons, who now enjoy the rewards of 
their exalted virtue! What a loſs is their early 
death to thee, to me, and to my brothers. Yet 


agreeable was the concluſion, which like a leni- 
ent balm, aſſuages my grief. Thine affliction, 


O StA, admitted but of one comfort, and that 


thy gracious Gop beſtow'd. How lovely are 
theſe 
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theſe his laſt, his faireſt gifts! blooming with 
beauty and with innocence, they adorn even their 
native Paradiſe. My tranſported heart now beats 
with impatience, and I ardently long to carry my 
mother and my brothers the delightful news, that 
I have found the youngeſt ſon of METHustLAn, 
and virgins who are all innocence and beauty, 
the moſt lovely productions of this happy ſpot. 
It would be unjuſt to rob M1i.can of one hour 
of ſuch joy, and to do it for a whole night, would 
ſurely be a criminal breach of duty. While 
therefore I thus fit with attentive ear, imbibing 
the wiſdom that flows from thy lips, night will 
veil the Heavens. Suffer me then to leave thee, 
and before the next ſun goes forth from the eaſt, 
my brothers and I will ſet out to ſeek thagylwell- 
ing, and to lead thee by the hand to Noan's 
manſon. 


Sry Ha, with an affectionate ſmile, preſs'd his 
hand, and reply'd. Thine obſervation is juſt, 
and becoming a ſon whom Noa taught, and 
Mit.can loves. I will now give thee a ſmall 
preſent, which, at thy return, will add to the 
pleaſure of Mitcan and thy brethren. He 
then fetch'd a cup form'd of an onyx, with blue 
veins immingling in wild mazes, and the out- 
fide adorn'd with curicus relievo. 


Yak 6 While 


- 
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While StyhA was relating his ſtory, his love- 
ly daughters retir'd into the garden, to ſupport 
the opening flowers, and with their ſweet employ, 
to mingle free converſe, unobſerv'd by. man. O | 
my ſiſters, ſaid KERENHAPUcH, did ye obſerve 
the wordsof the blooming youth? He is the young- 
eſt of three ſons whom Mir.can bore to Noan. 
They are three brothers, as we are three ſiſters. 
He the youngeſt of his brethren, and I of you, 
my ſiſters. True, ſaid THAM Ak, with pleaſure 
ſparkling in her eye, I alſo remember that our 
father ſaid, a meſſenger. from Heaven this morn- 
ing array'd in ſhining white, reveal'd to him, 
that his daughters were not condemn'd to be bar- 
ren ches; but from us new generations 
ſhould ariſe. Something in his diſcourſe, I too 


remember, ſaid DEBORAH, with ſerious air; he 


:obſerv?d, . that when Gop is pleas'd to ſhed his 
influence on the marriage bed, .the. bleſſing de- 
ſcends from father to ſon, and includes: the whole 
family, whence I infer, that from JarpmETH's 
brethren, neither intellect, nor virtue, nor come- 
lineſs are withheld. 


Guiltleſs was their diſcourſe, guiltleſs their 
employment. While they were thus engag'd, 
JIarhErn ßpaſs'd through the garden, ac- 

company'd 
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company'd by their father, rich in years. The 
youth ſaluted them with eyes of love, yet on the 
elder ſiſters only caſt a tranſient look, the longer 
to feaſt his ſight with the charms of KERENHA- 
PUCH. The venerable Sip H a now gave him his 
bleſſing, and the youth repeated his promiſe of 
returning with the dawn, and not alone. Then 
enter'd the buſhy path, he had in the morning 
trod, deſcending the fertile declivity, cover'd 
with groves of the cocoa, the nutmeg, and the 
palm: attentive he trac'd his morning ſteps, and 
the twilight ſaw him leave the winding rock, 
and enter the ſpacious vale, his father's rich do- 
main, 


Tnzt End or TRE FiksT Boor, 


C 2 THE 


THE 


SECON DBOOK. 


THE ARGUMENT, 


During JayHETH's abſence, Noan returns 
from viſiting the feveral nations of the earth, in 
which he had been accompany'd by RAPHAEL, 
and gives a conciſe account of the wickedneſs of 
mankind ; particularly the hiſtory of the impious 
tyrant Macos who ruled in Cuſh ; the levity 
and blind zeal of the inhabitants of Maſis, with 
the maſſacre cauſed by Aspop and Ax Als his 
queen; the effeminate luxury of the inhabitants 
of Lud, and the impiety and death of SICHAR 
their king; the impious conduct and cruelty of 
PuTNIEL and the people of Havila : of the mo- 
narchies of Elam, Aram and Aſſur, with the 
race of giants, who, guided by DAO their 
high prieſt, adored the infernal hoſt, and pre- 
pared to invade Paradiſe. Noan leaves them, 
and RAPHAEL gives him an account of the de- 
ſtruction of a former world cauſed by the fins of 
the inhabitants. 


B O O K. II. 


XJ HEN the ſun with ardent blaze was de- 

| clining from his meridian height, and 
before the youth with balm-breathing news had 
left Siyya's dwelling, ShEM his eldeſt brother, 


ſtanding at the door, perceiv'd at a diſtance a a 


traveller with no indolent ſteps advancing. He 
view'd him with attentive eye, and ſoon recol- 
lected the exalted mien of virtue that diſtin- 
guiſh'd his dear, his venerable father, who, 
under protection inviſible, was now returning 
home. alone, With heart-dilating tranſport 

C4 yg SHEM 
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SHEM rais'd his joyful voice, and communicated 
the glad news to his mother, who was buſy'd in 
domeſtic labour. Then flew with bounding feet, 
towards his pious parent. Fill'd with mingled 
joy and reverence, he kneel'd before him ; when 
Noa ftretching out his hands rais'd him from 
the earth, preſs'd him in his arms, and gave him 
his bleſſing : nor did Ham, who with ſwift foot 
follow'd his brother, receive a leſs tender em- 
brace. Milcan met him with open arms under 
an olive which grew at the entrance of the court. 
No An then miſſing his youngeſt ſon, cry'd, 
Where is JayyeTH ? Did he know of my re- 
turn, no diſtance, no dreary wilds, no blood- 
thirſty beaſt would * his quick 2 
to ſee my face. ; 


At the early dawn, anſwer'd SEM, he went 
to that part of the ſurrounding rocks which looks 
towards Thamiſta, that with far-fetch'd ſight, 
he might ſearch the ſpacious land, for his dear 
his long abſent father. 


Noan now coming to the door of his peace- 
ful dwelling, bow'd to the ground, and prais'd 
the Lord; who had brought him home in ſafety. 
Then added, Hail bleſs'd manſion, where I have 
paſs'd many ſerene and happy days, reſtore me 

to 


A 
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to tranquillity and to myſelf. Long have I been 
loſt amidſt the buſtle of cruel abandon'd men, de- 
voted to vice and folly, and ſtill my heart trem- 
bles with dread alarms. In this quiet vale may L 
recover my ſerenity, and enter into my ſoul. 
Happy ſons! more happy than ye know! un- 
bridled defires reach not this garden of innocence 
and ſweet repoſe. Hateful fin appears not here 
dreſs'd in gay allurements, and a ſpacious vel. 
Here inſatiate ambition wields not the glittering 
ſword,. nor luſt and murder raiſe the pointed' 
dagger; but the ſoul is held in ſoft and holy tran-- 
quillity. Ye have experienc'd the ſerene plea- 
{ures that ariſe. from the love of order, and the 
heart-felt delight that fills the foul charm'd by 
the ſoft emotions of piety and humanity.. But. 


from indulg?d defires, and paſſions unreſtrain'd,, 


proceed ſuch hateful fruit as but to mention muſt 
excite abhorrence. I will not then be wholly ſi- 
lentz. with reſpect to what I have ſeen on earth. 
You will be ſtruek with horror at hearing a part. 
of the works of men, which with iron tongues, . 
cry aloud to the judgment feat of Gop. But I. 
muſt firſt refreſh my weary limbs. 


Near the houſe was an high-arch'd grotto in 
which was a ſpacious reſervoir warm'd by the 
heat aſcending ſrom the central fire. In this 
C. 5 h water. 


34 N O A H. BooxIl. 


water NoA refreſh'd his fatigu'd limbs. He 
then fat down at his own table, placing himſelf 
in the upper ſeat, cover'd with ſoft ſkins. On 
the plenteous board were plac'd baſkets of bread 
and raiſins, almonds and figs; but no fleſh ; for 
bloody viands were left to Cain's and SETH's 
apoſtate race. When the holy man had allay'd 
his hunger, MiLcan and her two ſons plac'd 
themſelves by him to hear the wonderous narra- 
tive of his travels through the ſpacious earth. 


Fifty revolving ſuns have paſs'd, faid he, 
ſince an angel appear'd to me, while ſitting un- 
der the olive in the outer court. He had ſhroud- 
ed his celeſtial effulgence, and ye yourſelves be- 
held him cloath'd in an human form, at the age 
when lively youth ripens into ſedate manhood, 
Grace and dignity appear'd in his whole demea- 
nor; his veſture was girded up, as if for the 
greater eaſe in walking, and he held a ſtaff in 
his hand. He is one of the firſt of the angelic 
orders, and one of the ſeven that encompaſs the 
throne. This 1s alſo the bleſſed ſpirit who warn- 
ed ADAM of his threaten'd danger. He addreſs'd 
himſelf to me, and theſe ſolemn words fow'd 


from his lips, 


O Noant 
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O Noan! foul reports of the fins of man 
ſpread from land to land, and aſcend above the 
clouds : the voice of blood riſes, and comes be- 
fore the AVENGER, mingled with the roar of 
wrath, the bellowings of blaſphemy, and the 
ſhrieks of innocence. Hence I am order'd to 
proceed from kingdom to kingdom, and ranging 
the ſpacious earth, to obſerve. whether theſe re- 
ports are, in every inſtance, meaſur'd by truth. 
Thou, No Ah, muſt go, as a witneſs between 
men and me, when I lay their crimes before the. 

Mosr Hoh. Take then thy ſtaff, and, at 
the Divine command, leave this ſilent retreat; 
we will wander through all the regions of the 


wide-ſpread earth. 


Thus he ſpake, and only ſtaying to give you 
the parting kiſs, I took my travelling ſtaff, and 
follow'd him, obedient. We proceeded eaſt- 
ward, with ſwift feet, under which no duſt aroſe, 
or footſtep remain'd : but ſoon my guide, ex- 
tending his arm, rais'd me above the ſurface of - 
the earth, and imparted to me ſupernatural pow- 
ers. We no longer walk'd; but, like celeſtial 
beings, flew. Our motion was quick as the fall 
of waters from the rocks; - ſwift as the arrow, 
which. flying from the bow, outſtrips the wind, 

till. 
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till we ſet our feet on the land of Cuſh. There 
we went not far before we perceiv'd a venerable 
old man proceed from the crags of the rocks; 
he ſtopp'd, and on ſeeing us ſo near, look'd ter- 
rify'd, and turn'd to fly: but fuddenly recollect- 
ing himſelf, ſtaid our coming ; then with intre- 
pid countenance thus ſpoke, 


Has the tyrant MacoG ſent ye hither to diſ- 
cover my retreat? Long has he made the earth 
too narrow for me : long have I been compell'd 
to owe my preſervation to the dens of the wild 
beaſts : But no longer will J ſhare with them 
their ſolitary dwelling. No, the cup of death 
is not fill'd with fuch bitterneſs that J ſhould 
fear to taſte it. Why ſhould I prolong this life 
of languor? To LAOMUER naught remains on 
earth but gloomy thoughts of his once happy 
days, when ſurrounded by his noble-minded ſons, 
and his daughter—his dear daughter, in her 
ſoft opening bloom. Of both am I bereav'd. 
Both are, by the tyrant torn from my fond em- 
braces, and fill'd with luſt, he has confin'd the 
dear virtuous maid among the women kept to gra- 
tify his ſenſual deſires. No- no more will I fly. 
I ſalute you, ye miniſters of death. Perform your 
office, and ſend me to the bleſt country which 
the tyrants of the earth ſhall never enter, 


We 
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We inſtantly with gentle words remov'd his 
error, and having adminiſter'd the balm of con- 
ſolation, deſir'd a more particular account of 
the tyrants. On which LAOMER ſighing, thus. 
continu'd. 


Virtue was anciently no ſtranger in the bor- 
ders of Cuſh : for the fathers of the human race, 
each in his ſeparate family, here cheriſh'd vir- 
tue, honour, liberty, which they then eſteem'd. 
their native inheritance, and each guarded, 
as the apple of his eye. They chaſtis'd thoſe. 
who broke their wholeſome laws, and at the head 
of their deſcendants repuls'd the. inroads of fo-- 
reign violence. While the fathers cheriſh'd juſ- 
tice, temperance, mercy, and alk the other 
branches of ſober morality, in. the boſoms of, 
their ſons, theſe diſpoſitions became incorpo- 
rated with their natures. Man then perceiv'd 
that his good was inſeparably connected with 
that of others, and found that by relieving ano- 
ther family, he promoted the ſafety and welfare 
of his own: that the practice of virtue is eaſy 
and delightful: that it is a ſtranger to melancho- 


ly, and leaves no furrows on the brow. Oh 
who could have believ'd, that the heavenly 


flame ſhould ever become extinguiſh'd? But 
| alas! 
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alas ! this is now the caſe. Virtue which af- 
fords the pureſt, the nobleſt delight, was at 
length conſider'd as an enemy to pleaſure, and, 
the hatred of virtue was. follow'd by the loſs of 
liberty, which was ever cheriſh'd by the noble 
mind. They vainly hop'd to live-in ſoft tran-- 
quillity, under, the ſhade of the. throne, free 
from the wiſe reſtraints that check the paſſions, . 
and flatter*d themſelves that patrietiſm, ſelf. de- 
nial, benevolence and reciprocation of the 
and generous offices of humanity, might be diſ- 
pens'd with, yet the throne remain unſhaken, 
while, fear ſupply*d the place of virtue. I my- 
ſelf had been deluded by the baſe, the -ignoble.. 
opinion, that a virtuous. act would be eaſier and 
more-readily obey*d, when 1mpos'd by the king's: 
command, than when flowing from the dictates., 
of our own mind. 


Thus blindly infatuated, we rais*d MA GOOG 
to the throne: a man tall, robuſt, and cou- 
rageous, acquainted with the arts of ſlaughter, , 
and the. diſtinguiſh'd wonder. of the field. He. 
began with forming the youth for horrid war, 
firſt taught to man by the infernal tyrant. He. 
inſtituted martial games, and. to the victors gave 
horſes and beautiful women. He. whoſe. rapid 
feet firſt reach'd the goal; he who with clinch'd | 


\ 
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fiſt diſabled his bruis'd adverſary; or he who 
writhing round the embarraſs'd limbs of his 
ſtruggling antagoniſt, held him with ſturdy 
gripe, baffling all his efforts, was deem'd wor- 
thy of high rewards and of being advanc'd to. 
dignities. vice now plung'd thoſe in darkneſs. 
who had begun to be corrupt, and puniſhment, 
overlook'd the friends of the king. Honour ſat 
in the ſeat of virtue; but it was an honour diſ- 
honourable, a vain chimera, the offspring of a. 
giddy imagination, conſiſting ſolely in rank, in: 
pageantry and empty titles.. 


Macoe's firſt eſſays in war- were againſt 
barbarous robbers, who not only drove away, 
the cattle,, but murdered. the. ſhepherds and: 
flying herdſmen. Then turning robber him-. 
ſelf, he- unjuſtly reduc'd. under, his ſubjection, 
the weak monarchies of the eaſt; ſolely incited 
by their enjoying a richer climate, in which 
caſha and myrrh and cinnamon exhale their bal- 
my odours. Fluſh'd with ſucceſs, he turn'd his 
arms againſt the ſtates. of his own realm, to 
whom liberty was become a burthen. In Ma- 
cos jealous eye the grave aſſembly of the el- 
der's form'd a monarchy within a monarchy, as it 
appear'd poſleſs'd of a refleQtive ſoul conſcious of 
its faculties, and capable of curbing his lawleſs 

deſires, 
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deſires. All were now to eſteem the ſovereign's. 
pleaſure as the ſtandard of right and wrong, and 
his. prerogative was rais'd above thoſe laws of. 
truth and equity by which the ETTRNAL him- 
ſelf is pleas'd to regulate his actions. Whoever 
by a ſingle word preſum'd to oppoſe him, re- 
ceiv'd a golden caſket in which was a filver- 
knife, which he was to plunge into his own breaſt. . 


Thus every noble ſentiment having gradually 
loſt its influence, true valour droop'd, ſuppreſs'd 
by abje& fear; and the noble love of liberty, 
wither' d. Freedom of will was confin'd to the- 
monarch, and all others reduc'd to the ſervility 
of þbrutes : their portion ſtupidity, implicit: 
obedience, and ſevere chaſtiſement. He erected 
at Caiman a priſon called the caſtle of eternal 
oblivion, where it is death for a priſoner to re- 
monſtrate, or to ſupplicate for pardon... 'TyDoR,. 
the inſtrument of his cruelty, is the firſt of his 
ſlaves, and governs with all his maſter's tyranny, 
Under his murderous rage, Cuth had already been 
depopulated, had not the extraordinary fertility of 
its females replac'd the multitudes that fell vic- 
tims to the ruthleſs tyrants. An abje& ceremo- 
nial was at length ordain'd, and ſervile proſtra- 
tions, with covering the face, and beating the 
| breaſt, were ordered to be practis'd by all that 
approach'd 


* 
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approach'd the haugbty MacoG, who from 
his lofty throne look*d down with diſdain, on the 
humble ſeats of the fhepherds of the people. 


Vet this abject homage was not ſufficient to: 
gratify his inſatiate arrogance: for returning 
from Nod in triumphal parade, the wretch be- 
came ſo infatuated with pride, as to aſſume the 
honours and pretend to the power of the MogsT 
Hisn. Often did he cry, in the midſt of his im- 
pious folly, that it was he who made the earth: 
and ſea, and to prevent his waves paſſing beyond 
their appointed bounds, had committed the tri- 
dent to his brother NEMEs1s, who had been ſwal- 
low'd up by the foaming ſurge. That he had. 
taught him to yoke the floundering ſeahorſe to 
the brittle ſhell, and to rule the liquid deep, while 
he himſelf choſe the land, in order to diſplay his. 
grandeur among the ſons of earth. Soon were 
fifty thouſand men employ'd in erecting to him 
a lofty and ſplendid temple of polſh?d marble, 
in which he plac'd the images of the vanquiſh'd. 
deities, and above them all, his own. This was 
of porphyry :. it was formed of gigantic ſize, 
and with attitude imperious. Under it was this 
abſurd inſcription, Bow the knee to the Efful- 
gence of the Deity. Prieſts, ſacrifices, and feſ- 

tivals 
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againſt mankind. Submiſſion to him is apoſtacy 


try. In our way we beheld people flocking 
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tivals were then appointed in honour of the idol; 
and with ſound of trumpet an impious proclama- 


tion was made, that for the future the image of 


Macos, the Effulgence of the Deity, was. 
alone to be worſhipp'd as the Creator and Lord 
of the earth, His eldeſt fon firſt from the 
ſmoaking cenſor rais'd clouds of incenſe before 
the idol. The fawning crowd follow'd the pro- 
phane example. But ſhock'd at the impious. 
act, I refus'd to fall profirate before the ſtatue 
of a tyrant. At this the fell monſter was en- 
rag'd; and inſtantly ſent me the caſket with the 
ſilver knife, but inſtead of plunging it in my 

breaſt, I ruſh'd thro” the confus'd throng, and: 
eſcap'd to theſe. rocks. 


Thus ſpake the fugitive, and I, with eager emo- 
tion, reply'd, Can valour.and puſilanimity dwell 
together in the ſame boſom? How amazing is 
it, that the inhabitants of Cuſh can be intre- 
pid in the field; while at home they are the moſt 
abject ſlaves! The ſervice of Macos is treaſon 


from. Gop, from religion, and ſrom virtue. 


We left Laomtr amidſt the crags of the 
rocks, and haſted into the heart of the coun- 


in 
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in crowds to Hanuch, the capital, to celebrate 
an annual feſtival. The plains around the city 
were cover'd with multitudes preſſing forward 
to the temple like floods ruſhing towards the oce- 
an. Hanuch with its nine times nine gates, could 
not contain them: and there, at every riſing 
fun, a thouſand heralds proclaim'd, Hear ye 
men of Cuſh, ſays the Effulgence of the Deity, 
who for the welfare of mankind, ſpreads his al- 
mighty wings over hill and plain, earth and 
ſeg; the lord of deſtiny, and of the axis on 
which the wheel of fortune turns commands, 
that when the trumpet ſhall be heard, ye fall 
proſtrate. to the earth, and worſhip MAGOG, 
who has made the gods of Nod his foot ſtool, 
and who giveth to the nations to eat the fat of 
the land, that they may fulfil his commands. 
and live. But the ſlave who on hearing the ſo- 
lemn. ſound ſhall not worſhip him with hum- 
ble proſtration, ſhall die—He ſhall die to appeaſe. 
the anger of Mac9G.. 


The whole throng of abject ſlaves heard the 
threatening voice and fell proſtrate, grovel- 
ling in the duſt, Yet two young men, LAo- 
MER's noble ſons boldly ſtood erect, and griev'd- 
at the abject ſervility of their countrymen, cry'd, 
Shall we baſely give the worſhip due to Him 

| who 
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who inhabiteth eternity to an idol of ſtone, the 
image of a frantic wretch whom we ourſelves: 
have exalted, that he might be our ſhepherd,, 
and not a ravenous wolf; that he might protect 
and not deſtroy us, 


The haughty Macoc, enrag'd at hearing the: 
voice of truth, furiouſly cry'd, The impious- 
wretches ſhall be ſlain, and my altar be ſprinkled: 
with their ſmoaking blood. Lwas ſtanding on a 
pinnacle. of the temple, ſhrowded in a cloug,. 
cloſe by my conductor, and defir'd him to fave: 
from the murderous knife of the prieſt, the no- 
ble youths who had bravely borne teſtimony to- 
the MosT Hicn wholiveth forever. He con- 
ſented, and waving his hand, the idolatrous mul- 
titude were inſtantly. ſtruck with blindneſs. In- 
ſtead of LAOMER's ſons, they ſeized each other 
and inſtantly the. temple was fill'd with con- 
tus'd lamentations, tumultuous. noiſe and 
wild uproar: The ſeraph then deſcending, ad- 
dreſs'd one of the brave youths, crying, Draw 
thy ſword, and ſmite the tyrant. He obey'd.. 
He ſmote Macos, and his blood guſhing forth 
in a ſtream, ſtain'd His ſtatue, impiouſly nam'd* 
the Effulgence of the LoD. The ſeraph then 
taking the witneſſes for Gop into his protection, 
we, with ſwift feet, paſs'd through the blinded” 

multitude, 
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multitude, and left the idolatrous city. My be- 
neficent conductor then directing them to a cave 
in the rock, where they would find their ſolitary 
father, we reſum' d our rapid courſe, proceed- 
ing towards the northern Zone. 


Nod is ſeparated from Cuſh by a rapid tor- 
rent which continually roars. There the woods 
abound with deer, and the lakes and rivers yield 
plenty of fiſn. As the inhabitants dwell near 
the woods and waters, the bow and arrow, the 
hook and line, were once in the hands of all the 
people; and wild beaſts and fiſh furniſh'd them 
with the means of life. Peaceful and fatisfy*d 
with little, they were not plagu'd with the ſub- 

tile diſtinctions of law; and courts of juſtice 
were render'd unneceſſary by the force of cuſ- 
_ toms never violated. Strangers to tillage, they 
ſlept in the lap of .indolent repoſe. The 
knowledge of the ETERN AL, tho? obſcur'd, was 
not utterly extinguiſh'd ; but they eſteem'd 
themſelves unworthy of his regard. Nature 
ſeem'd to have ſecur'd them from invaſion by 
placing between them and MacoG the rapid 
torrent, which neither the ſtrong horſe, nor light 
fkiff could paſs. But while that tyrant was car- 
rying war and deſolation from land to land, there 
liv'd in Cuſh a man of adventurous mind, who 


farſt 
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firſt on the broad ſtream built a ſpacious veſſel 
of cedar planks; in the middle he plac'd a 
maſt, to which hung a ſpreading ſail to gather 
the hovering wind, and to govern its motions 
he fix'd an helm. In this ſpacious veſſel he 
ventur'd the rapid deep, and boldly reach'd the 
diſtant ſhore, where he found a people array'd 
in feathers, artfully interwoven, and glowing 
with the brighteſt colours. 


This diſcovery ſoon reach'd the ears of Ma- 
G0G, who heard the news as the proclamation 
of victory, the forerunner of new triumphs, 
and ſent a fleet to Nod with theſe inſulting 
propoſals: Mao before whom the princes of 
the eaft veil their faces, when they approach 
his dazzling luſtre, has receiv'd information that 
ye are a people to whom his goodneſs is un- 
known : but as he withholds not his bleflings 
from any nation of the peopled earth, he 
careth for you. He will furniſh you with laws 
and cuſtoms, with raiment of woven linen, and 
gods of molten braſs, of human form and comely 
ſhape. All he requires in return is, that the 
children of Nod ſhall become his ſlaves, the 
young men to attend his camels and his aſſes, 
and the maidens to prepare food for the ſervants 
of the king. | 
| | To 
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To this meſſage the inhabitants of Nod an- 
ſwer' d: If ye have laws and cuſtoms, and rai- 
ment of linen, let us have them in exchange for 
the things with which we abound. Ye hall 
have the fruit of the fertile ſoil, and the growth 
of our woods. Take all but our ſons and our 
daughters, the future fathers and mothers of our 
people, without whom we ſhould ſoon be no 
more a nation. 


Macos exaſperated at this mild and ſenſi- 
ble reply, prepar'd for ſlaughter ; he croſs'd the 
ſtreight with a thoufand arm'd veſſels, to chaſtiſe 
the inſolent race who dar'd to refuſe to ſend him 
their ſons and daughters. Soon were the fields 
ſtrew'd with breathleſs bodies diſtain'd with 
blood, and no ſhelter could be found from the 
fury of the reeking ſword. His ſanguinary hire- 
lings, through the mere wantonneſs of cruelty, 
ſlew the poor defenceleſs inhabitants, and rang'd 
the woods and wilds in queſt of carnage. Scarce a 
fourth part of the people eſcap'd the thirſty 
ſword ; for what could they perform againſt 
enemies train'd to ſlaughter; who aſſaulted 
them with the fury of lions. 

Still every part of the country wore the 
marks of death. I paſs'd over a ſpacious tract 

cover'd 
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cover'd with bones, mangled fleſh, and mould 
diſtain'd with blood. There with horrid art 
aroſe high in the air pyramids of human bones. 
On the bank of a river which refreſhes and 
fertilizes the land, Macog had built a city, 
where was erected theſe dreadful trophies of 
| his victories. Nod's unhappy ſons whom the 
ſword and their own grief had ſpar'd, were con- 
demn'd to toilſome labour, to dig clay, make 

bricks, and work in the quarries for their hard 
maſters. To what baſe indignities, O ye young 
men and maids were ye expos'd! in the open 
market of the city, we ſaw troops of blooming 
virgins torn from the boſoms of their mothers, 
or young women from their fond huſbands 
arms, ſtanding naked, to be purchas'd for mo- 
ney, and ſold at a lower price than the horned 
ox— Weeping they ſtood, hiding their bluſhes 
and their tears under their diſhevell'd hair. 


Fill'd with horror and deep concern, we 
ſoon turn'd from the ravag'd land, over flow'd 
with guilt, and proceeded thro' the regions of 
the north, where the inhabitants are leſs thinly 
ſcatter'd. They ſow the rich field, which pro- 
duces a golden harveſt. They plant vineyards, 
that become laden with the luſcious grape, 


and bring forth the plenteous vintage. Long + 
| was 
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was our flight over the ocean's fruitful waſte, till 
weſt of Eden we perceiv'd Maſis, flowing with 
milk and honey, and inhabited by the deſcen- 
dants of SEBA, the grandſon of ABEL. T hey have 
light hair, are ſwift of foot, and ever in motion. 
Wit there aſſumes the place of judgment; 
and to their perverted taſte our divine diſcourſe 
was inſupportable. With them devotion is dull 
ſtupidity; a modeſt timidity, ridiculous baſhful- 
neſs. All the force and ſpirit of religion are loſt 
in oſtentatious pomp and pageant ceremony. We 
found them divided into two ſes, the blue and 
the green; for their ſentiments were diſtinguiſh'd 
by the colour of their habits. Thoſe eſteem'd 
the blue of the etherial vault, a ſymbol of true 
devotion : theſe found the colour of the verdant 
carpet of the earth a more ſpiritual ornament. 
Thoſe form'd hieroglyphic images of Gop, the 
angels, and the powers of Heaven, under the 
form of men and animals, plac'd in ſtrange com- 
bination, Theſe pluck'd down their images, 
overturn'd their altars, and on the green turf 
burnt their offerings to the LORD. Long diſ- 
putes were carry'd on in the ſynod of the prieſts, 
whether the cherubs who brandiſh their ſwords 
over Paradiſe, be celeſtial ſpirits, or fiery mete- 
ors. To each the affair was indifferent, yet the 

Vor. I. D green 
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green having taught the firſt, the blue, from 
a ſpirit of gentenghons maintain'd the latter. 


Now reign'd. over the people a king nam'd 
Aspop, whoſe conſort. Ax as, rul'd ſupreme, 
while every generous ſentiment of Aspop's 
mind, being ſtifled by blind ſuperſtition, he 
reſign'd to her the whole conduct of his affairs, 
and devoted himſelf to religious trifles, of which 
he was fo ſtrangely fond, that he once gave one 
of his beſt cities, for a ſtaff ſaid to have ſprung 
From a ſcion of the tree of knowledge. 


Aas ſiding with the blues, the green were 
by her powerful influence involv'd in the miſeries 
of a cruel perſecution: inſtantly all the dear con- 
nections of nature, of marriage and friendſhip loft 
their force, and thoſe moſt nearly ally'd, treated 
each other as the bittereſt enemies. Thus the in- 
fernal ſpirit of perſecution reign'd triumphant. At 
length the ſavage prieſts prompted þy the re- 
morſeleſs queen reſolv'd to exterminate, by a 
ſudden maſſacre, al! the green. At the dead of 
night the horrid ſlaughter began: ſome were ſud- 
denly ſlain, while they had ſcarce time to expe- 
rience the ſenſe of pain. Others ſtarting from 
Heep, awak'd by the inſulting ſhouts of their 
Tavage enemies, and the doleful cries and dying 

| - groans 
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groans of their wounded, their expiring friends, 
fill'd with horror attempted to fly; but only fled 
to meet their death. All places ſwarm'd with 
blue-clad aſſaſſins, who, while with fell alacrity 
they were dealing death around, cry'd with ex- 
ulting voice, Let us cut them off, let us ſpare 
none of theſe odious monſters ; for this is the or- 
der of the queen, who thus vindicates the cauſe 
of Gop, and revenges him on theſe impious un- 
believers.  'Thus in the midſt of their diabolical 
cruelty, they had the name of the MosT HI H 
in their mouths, and while deeply ſtained with 
innocent blood, offer'd a ſolemn ſacrifice to the 
ALMIGHTY AVENGER of the innocent. The 
queen from a window of the palace viewed with 
exultation the horrid carnage : while the king, 
loſt to all ſenſe of the dignity of his office, with 
eyes flaming with rage mingled with the aſſaſſins, 
and join'd with them in murdering his ſubjeQs, 
his hands, face and raiment ting'd with blood. 
Then grinn'd the dogs of Ax Ats, ſatiated with 
human fleſh. The wild hyenas fawn'd at the 
feet of Aspop. AsDoD and Ax Als grinn'd a 
horrid ſmile. Then were ſeen the full-ſwell'd 
craws of the birds of prey, and the wild beaſts of 
the foreſts ſnuff'd the ſlaughter as it flew in the 
wind, no R SH 
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The returning ſun, which night, unwillingly 
ſuffer'd to approach; ſaw us in the capital of 
Maſis, magnificently built by LIMA. In the 
ſtreets we found trembling women; fathers who 
had expir'd on the mangled bodies of their ſons; 
brides who had fainted in the arms of their bride- 
grooms, now reviving tore their hair, looking 
around in all the agony of wild diſtraction, and 
fucking infants hanging at the breaſts of their 
pale lifeleſs mothers. Struck with the various 
horrors which every where met my eyes, I 
begg'd of my guide to ſuffer me to leave the 
ſhrouding cloud ; he conſented, and 1 ma 
appear'd W the favage tyrant. 


| What inhuman rage, ſaid I. has produc'd the 
Horrid ſcenes that wound my ſight, and fill my 
heart with anguiſh ? Are theſe objects, O king, 
thy work? Are they thy crimes, O queen? 
Does the god ye ſerve delight in miſery and in 
murder ? Does he. teach you to murder thoſe 
whom ye are bound to protect? Is he, like you, 
inexorable, and render'd obdurate by hatred, and 
a love of revenge? Oh, this is not the all-graci- 
ous CREATOR and preſerver of men: when he 
puniſhes the inhabitants of the earth, it is that they 


may turn from the evil of their ways, and ſeek 
| the 
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the path of righteouſneſs ? for he is ſlow to an- 
ger, and delights in mercy. He then who is 
known to thy prieſts, O king! is not the 
Gop of AnEL, your grandfather, whom Cain 
himſelf acknowledged, and ſupplicated for par- 
don; but each of you have multiply'd the fins 
of that firſt fratricide, by heaping on-your heads 
the guilt of the murder of ten thouſand brothers. 
The Gop of ANL form'd us for happineſs, 
form'd us to love himſelf, and to love all who, 
like us, are the work of his hands. From my 
lips flow the law of truth, and to you I preach 
love and benevolence, the firſt of all religious 
duties : but what are your laws? Are they not 
acts of power and of folly ? Your virtues are the 
boaſt of SAF AN, who inſpires your prieſts with 
mad rage, and infernal fury. 


My opening my lips againſt eſtabliſhed errors, 
was accounted blaſphemy. Ax Als gave orders 
to bind the heretic, in chains for reviling their 
gods, and cenſuring Aspop, for extermi- 
nating the impious, who had facrilegiouſly 
thrown down their idols, robb'd the temples of 
the preſence of their deities, and- conſecrated 
themſelves to the ſervice of SaTan and his an- 
gels. Soon were my hands bound with mana- 
cles of iron. I patiently ſubmitted ; but ſelf- 
opening, they fell from my wriſts, and the ſe- 
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raph taking me into his protection, we paſs'd 
inviſibly from thence, fill'd with deep concern at 
the miſeries produc'd by hell- born ſuperſtition, 
ardently longing to find a people who had a bet- 
ter claim to the title of W 


We then paſs'd to Lud, ſituated unde the 
ardent rays of the ſun. The inhabitants are the 
children of voluptuouſneſs. We beheld them in 
the vineyards of Sofala, on the banks of the 
Damna, which rolls its ſtream over golden ſands. 
We ſaw their boſoms pant with the motion of 
the mazy dance, and their unguarded hearts 
fill'd with amorous tranſports by ſoft lutes, 
which with ſoothing ſounds enervate the ſoul. 
9 hey eſteem themſelves happy while the goblet 
_ crown'd with ſparkling wine goes chearful round, 
and fpicy meats prolong the meal, follow'd by 
ſickneſs. They ſtrew their beds with roſes: but 
foften'd by luxury ſleep unſound, if a ſingle bud 
lie beneath the fragrant leaves. The intercourſe 
of the ſexes is reftrain'd by no law. Their un- 

bridled youth ramble freely from Ahalibama to 

Timna, and the females, inftead of waiting for 
ſolicitation, keep harams of beautiful youths. 
All the pleaſure they here taſte, they madly ima- 
gine will accompany them after death. Their 


minds are govern'd by levity: voluptuouſneſs 
and 
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and licentious folly preſide in their public coun- 
| cils. 


SICHAR took us into his palace, where every 
room was fill'd with aromatic fumes. From a 
magnificent gallery we ſaw walks bordered with, 
flowers, leading to grottos ' adorn'd with ſhells, 
Where wanton damſels feign'd to conceal them 
ſelves from the purſuit of the laughing youth, 
who follow'd them with eager laſcivious eye. 
In the banqueting room the hearth flam'd with 
odorous wood; and there a vocal choir join'd 
with inſtrumental muſic, with ſofteſt harmony, 
thus expreſs'd in rapturous ſtrains, ideas moſt 
deſtructive. 


' Ye ſons of earth, while fleeting youth inhales 
the balm of life, and raiſes: the ſoul to pleaſure, 
let not the gloom of virtue darken the ſmiling 
hour, nor proud ambition, nor empty fame diſ- 
turb your ſoft repoſe. Be wiſe before age fur- 
rows the brow, and pluck the luſcious fruit be- 
fore it falls. He who longeſt prevents. the ap- 
proach of Death, knows that at laſt he'll come 
and pierce him with his flaming lance. Enjoy 
then the preſent hour, nor dreadthe future : for 
when the roſe-bud opens, ſoon it fades and 
mingles with the duſt ; and when the verdant 
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branches of the leafy trees ceaſe to drink in the 
vernal dew, their dry heads embrown'd by thirſt, 
wither, droop and die. Indulge then the ſhort 
gift of life, baniſh care, ſooth thyſelf in Plea- 
ſure's lap. Crown the mantling bowl, and live 
the life of the bleſs'd immortals, who in a circle. 
| of inceſſant delights'enjoy, without thoughts of 
ts the luxuries of Heaven. 


Thus ſang the choir of drunken pleaſure. 
The ſeraph heard the impious ſong, while in- 
dignation ſpread on his cheek the bluſhes of the 
dawning day, and from his opening lips flow'd 
this inſtructive reproof. 

How is all the vigour of the immortal ſpirit la- 
viſh'd on vanity ! How-is every noble faculty of 
the ſoul debas'd ! Short-liv'd pleaſures, in a gid- 
dy round, have extinguiſh'd every exalted ſenti- 
ment, form'd by the great CxEATroxk, for an 
eternal duration. Before man has run half his 
fleeting courſe, he has gratify'd every temptati- 
on to voluptuous delight, and ſatiated with ſen- 
ſual pleaſure, ſtrives to revive pall'd appetite, 
and to rekindle the dam p'd flame of brutal deſire. 
Thus it fares with the wretched apoſtates from 
vn tue from virtue the ſource of uniformity of 


life, and of all the charms of ſweet variety. On 
the 
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the ſoul which the rays of virtue warm, hangs 
no diſguſt : the heart triumphs with home- felt 
joy, and each ſucceſſive m-rn ſees the gladden'd 
foul riſing, progreſſive, nearer towards Heaven; 
each ſucceeding day is fraught with ſomething 
new. Virtue in new lights lays open noble pro- 
ſpects: goodneſs takes root with decency, and 
candour is adorn'd with gravity, with growing 
ſanctity, and purity of love. Still the farther 
they advance the proſpect enlarges, and Virtue 


leads them above the low circle of earthly joys, 
to thoſe that are eternal. The prime end of life 


is not to be found in roſeate bowers, or the lull- 
ing lap of ſoft indolence, and luxurious pleaſure. 
Man was not form'd to graſp at all the allure- 
ments that riſe in crowds before him, much leſs 
to weary his inſatiate eye in queſt of vanity. 
He who, incautious, ſwallows large draughts of 
ſenſual. pleaſure, deprives himſelf of all ſweet 
ſenſations, and foul-fac'd Diſeaſe, with hollow 
eyes, and tottering ſtep following cloſe, ſteps in- 
to the place of florid Laughter: for even on 
earth the puniſhment of thoſe begins who violate- 
the ordinances of the MosT Hi H. Thou, O 
SICHAR ! believeſt that he who has clos'd his 
life in the boſom of Pleaſure, ſhall eſcape as one 
conceal'd from Gop : but the eye of Juſtice 
none eſcapes, Know, that on the other ſide the 
| D 5 grave 
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grave are two paths, one leads the pious to 
God's eternal temple; there he paſſes through 
a viſta, where the trees bend under their fruit 
of vegetable gold, hanging on ambroſial boughs, 
and ſhining in perfe& luſtre, are ripe and-fitted 
to the taſte of the enraptur'd ſoul ; but the other 
leads to the flaming gate of Hell. Ah, deceive 
not thyſelf, beyond the grave thou ſhalt be 
judg'd by him who made and governs all; who. 
flow to anger, and waiting to be gracious, 
grants the ſinner ſucceſſive centuries for repen- 
tance. Whoever therefore thinks that ſin eſ- 
capes the notice of the MosT HI , is dread- 
fully deceiv'd. For the revolving heavens whoſe 
revolutions meaſure time, are before the omni- 
Preſent GoD as written tables on which are in- 
{crib'd, in indelible characters, all the actions of 
men. Bleſs'd is he of whom many worthy 
deeds are recorded ! Beſtow not then on time the 
cares due to eternity : act not as if this life was 
the end o thy creation; and make it not, by evil ha- 
bits, the abode of calamity, pain and remorſe : 

but rather the feat of peace and gratulation. 
Bridle thy defires—temper thy pleaſures, leſt they 
deſtroy thee in their embraces. Seize the joy 
that will laſt when time ſhall be no more: the 
joy, that no accident, that no grief ſhall deſtroy. 
Such a life will 3 lune on thy natal day: 


it 
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it opens a raviſhing proſpect of futurity; it af- 
fords a delightful foretaſte of the pure and eternal 
felicity of the angelic hoſt, who amidſt their ſub- 
lime and rapturous pleaſures, are not unmindful 


of man. On his concerns RAPHAEL . oft leaves 
the celeſtial courts to deſcend to earth, and thence 
the cherubim and ſeraphim oft come down, and 
with delight hover unſeen by mortal eye, about 
the virtuous, ſymphathizing in their pure felicity. 
They too pity, with friendly concern the ſouls 
which become brutal by ſinking into the mire of 
ſenſuality, while the groveling pleaſures of earth 
conceal from them the view of Heaven. 


The ſeraph having thus ſpoke, - chang'd his 
appearance; his form became more lucent; 
he roſe to an angelic ſtature, - and a celeſtial 
luſtre. beam'd all arovnd. Dread and amaze- 
ment now ſeiz'd the voluptuaries, who ſaid to 
each other, This ſtranger is not a mere mor- 
tal: his ſtature ſurpaſſes that of man. He is, 
perhaps, one of the celeſtial court, who, tis 
ſaid, frequently deſcend from Heaven to viſit 
the ſons of earth; but at his gravity, mirth and 
laughter fly. 


S1cHAR beckon'd to the enervating bands of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſic, and they withdrew; 


then 
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then bow'd to the angel, as man bows before his 


Gop ; ſcarce preſuming to lift up his eyes 
to the radiant form. 


How 4s thy beauties, ſaid he, beam- with 
ſudden radiance on my dazzled eyes! With 
what more than human dignity riſes thy glo- 
Tious ſtature! Thou reſideſt in the Heaven 
of Heavens. To thee a facrifice ſhall inſtantly 
be offer'd; and to thee myrrh ſhall burn in 
fragrant incenſe. Say,—Oh ſay, how ſhall we, 
the ſons of duſt, obtain favour from thee, who 


thus diffuſes celeſtial light ? 


With mild aſpect, the ſeraph thus reply'd : 
To the only Lorp of Heaven and Earth, are 
altars and oblations due. Before the ETxxxar 
and INFINITE, the angels fold their hands, and 
with awful reverence bend the knee. From - 
him they receive their radiance, but dim their 
luſtre, when, at his command, they viſit the 
ſons of the earth. 'They, like man, are his 
offspring; but form'd of ſuperior dignity, and 
cloath'd with lucent robes. They are ally'd 
to the human mind, for angels and fouls are 
of one nature and one original; both proceed 
from the breath divine. Yet thou, O man! 
who may'ſt boaſt thine exalted origin, thy noble 
kindred, 
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kindred, nouriſheſt ignoble deſires, and ankeſt 
beneath the level of the beaſts that periſh. 
Oh caſt far from thee theſe brutal deſires, 
and let thy thoughts and actions be worthy of 
thine exalted nature, and the glorious hopes 
for which thou wert form'd. Deſpiſe low 
groveling pleaſures, and all the deluſive charms 
of ſin. Wallow no longer in the mud, but 
raiſing thine head above it, cultivate thine in- 
tellects, and by piety and virtue ennoble thine 
immortal ſoul. 


Submiſſive humility appear'd in SicHaR's 
deportment ; but his heart was evil: he me- 
ditated miſchief, and ſaid to himſelf, Whe- 
ther this my gueſt be an immortal fon of Hea- 
ven, ſoon will I know by an infallible proof. 
He then cruelly gave private orders that one 
of his purchas'd ſlaves ſhould be flain; his 
cook boils the fleſh, and laying the mangled 
morſels in diſhes, SicHAR cauſes the horrid 
repaſt to be plac'd on the feſtive board, and 
cutting one of the diſguis'd limbs, beſought us 
to eat. : 


No ſooner had Sie HAR ſpoke, than madden- 
ing horrors ſeiz'd his mind ; took poſſeſſion 
of his brain, and fill'd the ſeat of imagination; 

— 
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amphyſbenas and hydras darting from their wide 
gaping mouths their forked tongues, ſeem'd 
to hover over the table with their leathern 
wings. With high-arch'd eye-lids and open 
mouth he ſtood aghaſt: then ſtarting cry'd, 
How the hall reſounds their hiſſing! Hiſs not 
at me, ye amphyſbenas,. ye hydras dire.! See 
thoſe ſcorpions, black and filthy, riſing from 
the floor, advance ſhaking their envenom'd 
ſtings. Ah, ſee the diſhes !. blood. lows from 
the wounds of each mangled limb, and from 
the ſmoking diſhes iſſue groans: He then at-- 
tempted-to fly; but the. door appearing guarded. 
by invenom'd monſters, he ftarted back, crying, 
Theſe filthy ſerpents have ſeiz d my body, they 
twine round my limbs. I feel their ſtings, the 
venom has pierc' d my heart, O blood unjuſtly 
ſpilt! Then falling he roll'd on the ground, and 
with a heavy groan expir'd. | 


With haſty feet we left the palace, and bent 
our flight to Havila,. which. produces bdelium 
and the onyx, and is poſſeſs'd by the deſcen- 
dants of Kedar, whoſe chief employment being 
breeding cattle, they live in tents, moving with 
their herds and flocks from place to place: only 
Napocn had aſſembled his deſcendants within 

the walls of Varmut. In: the neighbour- 
ing 


ing country my attention was excited by the 
caſual mention of Sir HA, my deareſt friend, 
who, I was told, had long dwelt on the banks 
of- the river Piſon, when a tragical event drove 
him from Havila; for he had a numerous race 
train'd up in virtue, and rear'd to manhood; 
but all were brought to the grave by an un- 
timely death. 


Havila has now aboliſn'd the worſhip of the 
ſun; but though the people offer up their prayers: 
to the only Gop, the Infinite and Eterral ;- 


they pay almoſt divine honours to PuTNrer,, 


an impoſtor, whom they eſteem his prophet, 
This deceiver boaſts that he has been in Hea- 
ven, where he: ſtood before the MosT Hicn, . 
who girt him with a ſword, to ſubdue all the 
nations that rejected his laws, and refus'd to 
acknowledge him to be the brother of the 
ETERNAL. The people gave credit to his lies, 
and PUTNIEL promis'd in the name of the migh- 
ty God, that the gates of Paradiſe ſhould ſpon- 
taneouſly open to receive all who dy'd fighting 
for his cauſe, while they who fled in the day 
of battle, ſhould be dragg'd by SATAN into. 


the deep and tremendous abyſs of Hell. Hence 


Havila is fill'd with the ſons of war and rapine. 
Theſe doQrines produce robberies and murders 
| as: 


* 
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as works acceptable to Gop ; for all believing 
that Heaven is to be obtain'd by the ſword, they 
Invade the lands of the innocent, and the coun- 
tries which have never injur'd them, the artful 
impoſtor declares he will beſtow on his moſt diſ- 
tinguiſh'd warriors. Thus theſe people eſteem 
a quiet death, produc'd by a flow diſeaſe, as the 
| moſt dreadful of all diſaſters. Hence the warlike 
PUTNIEL, at the head of his credulcus hoſt, ob- 
tains victory on victory, and his orders are 
eſteem'd as thoſe of the Mosr HIGH. 


The inhabitants of Yarmut alone ſhut their- 
gates againſt the deceiver, and the reſolute Ba- 
LACK, chief of the council of the elders, caus'd 
a {tri watch to be kept on the walls. As his 
knowledge and experience enabled him to render 
ineffectual the attempts of his enemies, PUTNIEL. 
endeavour'd to corrupt him, by promiſing to 
make him the ſecond in command. But he 
ſcorn'd the honours offer'd him by an impoſtor. 
PuTNIEL then ſtrove to gain him by promiſing to 
reſtore to BaLAcxk, SKLIM his ſon, whom he had 
lamented as long ſince dead; for a robber had 
carry'd him off in his childhood, and preſented' 
him to the impoſtor, who had brought him up in 
his camp: but he reply'd, Not even to preſerve 
the life of my ſon, will I betray Yarmut. The 


- prophet 
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prophet exaſperated at his noble inflexibility, 
baſely reſolv'd to take away his life, and, horrid 
thought! to make the ſon his inſtrument in the 
father's murder. The ſoul of Srliu had been 
deprav'd by ſuperſtition ; he, like a young lion 
train'd to obedience, was ready to obey the nod 
of his keeper, No ſentiment, no idea had place 
in his mind, that was not fix'd there by Pur Ni- 
EL; What he blam'd had hitherto appear'd exe- 
crable, and his approbation gave the ſtamp of 
virtue, | 


| PoTnizr. was revolving: in his mind the mur- 

derous deed, when the ſeraph and I enter'd Var- 
mut, and unperceiv'd ſaw all that paſs'd. An 
armiſtice had been agreed upon between the con- 
tending parties, under the ſanction of which the 
treacherous impoſtor, with ſome of his moſt re- 
ſolute followers, had enter'd the city, where 
I ſaw him take young SeLiM aſide, and having 
preſented him a golden cup, of which the youth 
drank, heard him thus ſpeak : 


O ſon of the prophet ! hear from my mouth 
the words of the ETERNAL. By thy hand will 
he execute his vengeance, by a youth will he con- 
found the ſtrength af the aged warrior. Go, and 


with filent obedience, accompliſh the Divine 
ven- 
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vengeance. Rejoice in the commiſſion, and 
boldly ſtrike the blow. The LORD or HosTs 
will be with thee: He will guard thine heart 


with iron. Barack is the ſacrifice which God 
requires from SELIM. 


Shock'd at theſe impious words, I cry'd, look- 
ing at my conductor, O how horrible! how blaſ- 
phemous ! thus to defame the benignity of the all 
gracious CREATOR ! How diabolical thus to 
practiſe the dire works of revenge and murder 


under the awful and venerable name of the 
MosT His R. | 


SELIM anſwer'd, How have my hopes been de- 
ceiv'd! Oh that theLokrD or HosTs had enjoin'd 
mie to perform ſome atchievement in the field of 
battle ſome atchievement where danger frowns 
on the brave] Am I to ſtand meanly ſculking be- 
hind him who ſuſpects no harm: behind an 
helpleſs, unarm'd old man, and thus baſely 
ſnatch his life? Shall my ſword be firſt ſtain'd 
by an action fo fou! ?—My firſt victory be ob- 
tain'd by treachery ? Thou thyſelf haſt given me 
to Barack, as a ſecurity for thine obſervance 
of this ſuſpenſion of arms, and is it thus that thou 
fulfilleſt thine engagements ? Tis better to die 
in the open field, than to conquer * ſuch vile, 


fuch ſecret. treachery. 1 
UTNIEL 
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PUTNIEL heard him with reſentment, and thus 
exclaim'd, He fins againſt the Mos r Hicn, 
whe making uſe of frail reaſon, impio fly pre- 
ſumes to examine whether the words I ſpeak are . 
right ; for whoever dares to think for himſelf: is 
unworthy of being my diſciple. Knoweft thou 
not who I am? While Gop has choſen me as his 
prophet—white he has ſanctify'd Y armut for bis 
earthly temple, wilt thou preſumptuouſly ſcruple 
to obey my commands, and fearch into the means 
by which he will fulfil his purpoſe? Leave my 
preſence, thou wretch, and among the idolaters 
ſeek a prophet. 

The youth alarm'd as if the voice of Gop had 
thunder'd in his ears haſtes away, ſees BALAck 
kneeling before an altar he had dedicated to the 
ſun, and dragging him to the ground, cries, 
The ETERNAL has commanded, and whatever 
he commands muſt be right, then plung'd a dag- 
ger in his boſom. The old man with melan- 
choly faultring voice return'd, My dear miſtaken 
SELIM ! Then figh'd, giving him a look of ten- 
dereſt pity. The bloody weapon dropp'd from 
SELIM'S trembling hand. At the ſame moment 
enter'd SEMIDA, who had carried him off in his 
infancy, and preſented him to PUT NIEL. SEMIDA 
with a look of amazement thus exclaim'd-: 
What, O SxLia! haſt thou done? He 
who here lies bleeding is thy father! O- 

wretch,. 
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wretch, thou haſt given him death who gave 
thee life! | 


SEL Aobebimceibnlets as if transfix*d by the 
avenging thunder, then feil on his murder'd pa- 
rent, and felt for the dagger, but Barack grip- 
ping it faſt kiſs'd him and dy'd. The mind of 
the youth was fill'd with unutterable horror, and 
his cheeks overſpread with a mortal paleneſs. He 
ſigh'd: He ſtruggled with death. He expir'd, and 
his lifeleſs corpſe lay by his father's ſide, for 
the inhuman PurN IL had mix'd poifon in his 
cup. 


With Barack Yarmut loſt the. ſoul of war, 
and his death, the adherents of the falſe prophet 
call'd a judgment from Heaven. Under the co- 
vertof the night his army drew near to the afflicted 
city, and-traitors corrupted by bribes haſtily o- 
pen'd the gates. Then was Yarmut fill'd with 
murders ; for whoever retus'd to acknowledge 
the treacherous impoſtor was put to the ſword 
Then did the body of the cruel ApiRam become 
the prey of the dogs: with pleaſure they lick'd 
his blood. The ſuperb! temple of the ſun was 


raz'd to the ground ; ard the golden idol melted 


in the furnace. 1 
5 We 
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We had wander'd through the whole circle of 
the earth that riſes above the confluent waters. 
Annually the land gains upon the ſea, which in the 
deep receſſes of the earth enlarges its receptacles, 
and caſting up fand, ſtone, and gravel, leaves 
them on the encreaſing ſhores, which, even to 
me who have ſeen this delightful garden of Gop, 
appear richly adorn'd with flowers and vegetables 
in an infinite variety, becoming the ſtill youth- 
ful earth, blooming in all the vigour of fertility. 
How delightfully 1s the land variegated with hills 
riſing with eaſy ſſope, and none of them ſurpaſ- 
ſing in height that of this plain in which we 
dwell! Theſe are rich in ſprings, which gliding 


down, water the prog lawns. 


We are here plac'd in the centre of the mid- 
land regions, environ'd by three potent monar- 
chies, Elam, Aram, and Aſſur, where architec- 
ture and ſculpture diſplay all their ſkill and gran- 
deur, in temples and palaces of poliſh'd marble, 
adorn'd with porticos, colonades, relievos, 
and, ſtatues. Pyramids ſpreading their broad 
baſe over extenſive fields, riſe with ſolemn 
grandeur to the clouds, and terminate in a lofty 
plain; while ſlender obeliſks raiſe their conic 
forms high in the ambient air, beyond the reach 
of ſight. Theſe are the works of the Nephalim, 


a gigantic race, ſprung from the ill- ſuited marri- 
ages 
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ages of SeTH's offspring with the daughters of 
Cain. Strangers to true dignity, no other 
greatneſs they know, but that which conſiſts in 
bulk and ſtature, in largeneſs of bone, and amaz- 
ing ſtrength. They have ſeiz'd innumerable 
captives, whom they employ in toilſome labour, 
ſweating at the hot forges, and working for 
them in the mines and quarries. But they are 
not unknown to you; from the top of your na- 
tive rocks ye have obſerv'd them ſtretch their 
long limbs on the banks of the cooling ſtreams. 
Ye too have perceiv'd Thamiſta's lofty tow- 
ers, Whoſe three hundred princes we now 
found leagu'd to aſſault with hoſtile force the pa- 
radiſe of Gop. To this vain expedition they 
are prompted by Dacox, the pretended magici- 
an, who promis'd thoſe that engag'd in this en- 
terpriſe the. favour of ADRAMELECH, the ſecond 
in power to SATAN. Skilld in ſecret arts, and 
juggling tricks of ſtrange appearance, he deceives 
the ſight of credulous men. He knows the ſe- 
cret laws of Nature, and her hidden powers, and 
by his ſeeming miracles, taught him by Apr a- 
_ "MELECH, has gain'd ſuch influence over the gi- 
ants, that conſidering him as the arbiter of fate, 
they have erected him a temple at Thamiſta, 
where divine worſhip is paid to an imaginary be- 
ing call'd Deſtiny. This Daco has perſua- 
Foy ded 
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ded them, that the holy. cherubs who guard 
with flaming ſwords this ſacred mounta'n, are 


only aerial ſpirits plac'd there by expert magici- 


ans, who by taliſmans and. myſterious words and 
numbers oblige them to ſurround the delightful 
ſpot, that they may meet with no intruders in 
theſe happy groves : but that thoſe ſpirits not be- 
ing of heavenly birth, may ſoon be vanquiſh'd. 
This he urg'd was an undertaking worthy of 
thoſe mighty ſons of earth, who ſtrengthen'd by 


bones of braſs, fear'd no coporeal form. 


The flower of the gigantic race were now en- 
camp'd to the north of Eden's lofty portal, and 
their native ferocity enflam'd by their having re- 


ceiv'd a plant eſteem'd of ſovereign virtue a- 


gainſt all the powers of magic. Within Tha- 
miſta's ſpacious walls were aſſembled the peo- 
ple of Alam, Elam and Aſſur, who had pour'd 
from an hundred iron gates to ſee the march of 
thoſe engag'd in the boaſted enterprize, or to ex- 
ecute the commands of their chief. A thouſand 
pair of elephants were harneſs'd to draw vaſt blocks 
of ſtone prepar'd to form an eaſy aſcent up the 
mountainous ſteep. Troops of giants, with 
ſturdy limbs, appear'd with axes to fell the vene- 
rable cedars at the foot of the mountain, that 
ſtand with trunk enormous, raiſing their ſtately 
heads above all the trees of the foreſt, 


The 
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The ſeraph having ſeen the beginning of this 
monſtrous attempt, laughing ſaid, Shall we not 
haſte to inform the watchers at the gate of para- 

diſe, of the mighty ſtrong-bon'd enemies that are 
marching + againſt them, left being attack'd, 
When off their guard, and while their ſhields 
hang uſeleſs on the trees, they be ſeiz'd with un- 
uſual terror ?—Yet be in no pain for the moun- 
tain or its inhabitants, while they are guarded by 
the invincible troops of Heaven, before whom 
their bones will melt like wax, and all their 
ſtrength vaniſh like a vapour. Thou may*ſt now 
return and rejoice with thy family, who want 
thy preſence. The all-diſpoſing hand of the 
MosT Hicn has provided for thee new friends, 
worthy of thine affection. I muſt now return to 
the empyreal Heaven, ſuch are my orders. But 
how am I afraid, that the 'Long-ſuffering of 
Gop will no longer withhold the puniſhment 
due for fuch univerſal, ſuch enormous guilt, 
Woe be to the people whoſe fins compel the ſo- 
vereign JUDGE to ſhut againſt them the door of 
grace! There in the north. where Arcturus, 
crown'd with unborrow'd light, illumines the 
mundane orbs, refreſh'd by its beams, was a 
world, in the hearts of whoſe inhabitants Gop 
had reveal'd his teſtimony and implanted his 
laws. But now it no longer revolves round Arc- 
| turus, 
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turus, its ſun. The ſins of the wretched inha- 


| bitants, ſome like thoſe at which we have griev'd, 


and others to the men of this earth unknown, 
have involv'd them in utter deſtruction. Sud- 
denly, at the divine command, a blazing comet, 
approach'd from worlds remote, and ruſhing by 
many terraqueous globes, paſs'd within the ſphere 


of Ar@urus, then fell with a ſea of fire on the 


devoted orb, carrying it involv'd in flames along 
its excentric path. O No from afar I beheld 
the dreadful ſhock, the wreck of the diſſolving 
world, and heard the tremendous craſh of that 
unhappy earth, when ſtruck by the dreadful 
comet, wing'd with the divine vengeance ! Alas! 
equally profligate is the race of man, and with 
equal crimes do they provoke the Omnieo- 
TENT! 3 

Affectionate was our parting as that of friends 
ally'd by blood: I expreſs'd myſelf with reve- 
rence, and he with amiable courteſy. On my 
paſſing thro? the gate, the ſword that blazes over 
it was obſcur'd, as was alſo the radiance of the 
angelic guard; but having proceeded to ſome 
diſtance, I looking back, ſaw the effulgence 
again break out, and beheld them bow to the ſu- 
perior being, by whom I had been accompany'd. 


Vor. I. | F. Noan 
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Noa ceas'd. His ſons with fix'd attention 
fall, liſten'd, and expeQation till ſat in their at- 
tentive. eyes. The extraordinary things they 
had heard afforded many ſubjects of ſpeculation : 
but what chiefly employ*d their thoughts was the 
unknown kindred whom propitious Providence 
had provided for their father. | 
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TE ARGUMENT. 

JaPHETH arrives with the joyful news of his 
having ſeen StyaA and his daughters. Ra- 
PHAEL appears before the Mos'T Hicn, and 
makes his report of the vices of mankind. 
Sentence s paſſed againſt them, which that 
angel communicates to Apam, and his happy 
deſcendants. The ſons of Noan go to con- 
duct Str A and his daughters to their fathers 
dwelling. Their diſcourſe by the way, and 
their rapture's at ſeeing S1PHA's daughters. 
Their reception and converſe. They all ſet 
out in order to deſcend to No 4an's manſion. 


* 
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þ 7 > me the liſtening family thus ſat muſing, 
' JAPHETH arriv'd. How tranſported 
was the tender ſon at ſeeing his father! With 
what a glow of affection. did the holy parent 
preſs him in his arms! Then haſted JaeneTH 
to ſhare with him the joy that with rapturous 
pulſe, thrill'd thro? his heart. Siena living! 
his dwelling: nearer the ſummit of the moun- 
tain } His children three virgins ! and, Oh how 
lovely fair! Such unexpected delightful news 

E 3 all 
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all hear with tremulous joy, and No an's blood 
runs with freſh warmth through his aged veins. 
His countenance brightens. Enraptur'd he knows 
the onyz, which at Siem 4's nuptials, LAM ECR 
| Preſented to the bride, to grace the feſtive board. 
SHEM and HAM now begin to feel an uneaſy 
void in their longing breaſts. New and filent 
wiſhes, with extenſive power, take root and grow 
and leave no ſpace unfill'd. Love begins to flut- 
ter in every heart, and each is fill'd with St- 
PHA's daughters. Both aſk at once of their more 
happy brother, who has ſeen the fair he loves, 
a thouſand things of the minds, the countenances, 
the behaviour of the virgins : their ſtature, com- 
plexion, and the found of female voices. Long 
they continu'd to afk, and he to anſwer till the 
Hour of midnight deſcended from the mountain, 
and then they parted, firmly reſolved to leave 
their loneſome beds, ere the morning diſpell'd 
the clouds of night, which Ts with all 
her charms, enliven'd. 


| RarhAxI had now reach'd the Empyreum; 
for his flight was ſwifter than the eye darting to 
the diſtant proſpe&. Before the ALMIGHTY, 
before the cherubim and ſeraphim, whoſe office 


is to encompals the throne, he made his report 
with 
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with a voice as loud and melodious as the trum 
pets ſilver * | 


All the multitudes that walk the earth, ſaid he, 
have loſt their innate rectitude of ſoul: have 
ſtifled the kindly feeds of virtue and wiſdom, which 
thou, at their creation, emplantedſt in the heart. 
No generous inſtin, none of the tender feel- 

ings of humanity remain. Each ſecret ornament 
of the noble mind is vaniſh'd, Their diſcourſe 
is folly, and their works violence. In vain do 
truth and virtue— in vain do reaſon: and conſci- 
ence lift up their voices, their words return fruit- 
leſs back. Their arrows are made ſharp for mur- 
der. Mean and ignoble fruitions have ſubdu'd their 
hearts, and the time, the care, the concern due to 
the ſoul, is laviſh'd on the periſhable body. Hor- 
rible fins have ſtruck my fight : nameleſs ſins of 
the fleſh of more than brutal forms: ſins againſt 
nature, againſt Heaven Here the angels ſtarted 
back with Horror, as if they fear'd their hear- 
ing would ſtain their virtuous luſtre, and celeſr 
tial * 7 0687 317 ita ad 
"Then froth the ſanctuary of Gop a voice ' was 
heard. My judgments, O ſeraph ! ſhall be ma- 
nifeſted before all the creation, before the angels 
and the ſouls of men: therefore did I command 
E 4 thee 
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thee to go to and fro on the earth, that thou 
might'ſt obſerve the ways of men and witneſs. 
againſt them. Long have I borne with the ſins, 
which thou, with juſt abhorrence mention'ſt. 
Veil'd in a cloud, I deſcended to the earth, and 
ſaw it defil'd with fin—the fouleſt crimes. I 
then turn'd: back my face, but retain'd my mercy. 
Still an hundred years I gave them for repentance; 
but they have paſs'd without their amendment. 
Harden'd are they againſt their duty and their 
happineſs, and with an high hand triumph in 
their ſins, and revel in their abominations. But 
the term of grace is paſt, and I will deſtroy man 
whom I have created: for their flying from true 
happineſs defeats the benevolent deſign of their 
creation. Only one family will I fave, that of 
my faithful ſervant No AH, who walks before 
me in the path of piety and virtue. Thou Ra- 
PHAEL haſt ſeen how his ſouł with humble fer- 
vor, riſes to Heaven. From him ſhall iſſue ge- 
nerations that ſhall re-people the earth with bet- 
ter inhabitants. Thee I appoint the guardian of 
him and his family, when the fountains of the 
deep ſhall be broken up, and the earth be diſ- 
ſolv'd. All the reſt of mankind ſhall be involv'd 
in the general deſtruction; even the few who lift 
up their eyes to Me, and are in love with virtue, 

ſhall 


wool n MU 


ſhall die ; but I will make them known to thee, 
that thou may*ſt ſpeak comfort to their depart- 
ing ſouls, and conduct them in triumph to the 
MEess1AH, the ſon of My love. Now fly round 
the empyreum, and to the hoſt of Heaven, and 
all the bleſs'd proclaim the day when Juſtice 
ſhall awake, and go forth to puniſh : proclaim 
that ſevere as my judgments. are,. __ ſhall pro- 
n m_ to . | 


With nd reverence the angels heard the he 
vine voice, and joyfully celebrated the clemency 
which, in the univerſal deſtruction, meditated 
mercy. and. es to man. 


n then ſaid, O Thou CxxATOR of 
the revolving. ſuns and all their planets, who with 
Thine eternal hand guides the reins that regulate 
their courſes ! what are the angels, the ſouls of 
pious men, and all the hoſt of Heaven, That 
Thou ;ſhould' reveal to them the ways of T hy 
_ Judgments ? Has a creature within the wide cir- 
cle of creation the preſumption to. judge between 
the Loxp of Nature and his works? What 
Thou doſt is ever moſt right, fitteſt, beſt. Far 
from Thee is all error; far all imperfection and 
dolly. Early or late Thou accompliſheſt all Thy 
we 41. pur- 
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Thee nothing can withſtand. Thou 
ruleſt over all, the univerſal Gop, and ſeeſt; with 


equal eye, heaps of buſy ants and nations periſh'; 
for weighed in thy balance, the ſtars are as "Rane 


as the plumage on the wings of the wo 


7 11 


RAPHAEL now repair'd to ther pere of the 
Empyreum, where, grateful to Go p, ſtood the 
altar of the earth: Ap AM the prieſt. There 
rich perfumes that grow in the celeſtial paradiſe 
were, on that altar, daily offer'd, and ſpread ſa- 
cred exhalations, which, as they roſe, were min- 
gled with holy oriſons, and renew'd petitions, 
that the ETERNAL would haſten the day of ſal- 
Around Ab AM were all his happy de- 

ſcendants, circle within circle, who arrayed in 
celeſtial light, join'd his petitions, while their 
bodies lay corrupted in the duſt, But Ex On 
ſtood next to the father of men, till cloath'd 
with the body he brought fromearth, when EL oa 
in his flaming chariot conducted him to Heaven; 
but firſt bedew'd his terreſtrial frame with water 
-from the brook of life, and pour'd on him im- 
mortal radiance to prevent his earthly tabernacle 


being conſum'd by the ſplendid vehicle. 


The 


fouls of the bleſs'd were afflicted at hearing of 
the general wickedneſs of mankind; ard when 
RAPHAEL 
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RAPHAEL mentioned the awful day, when the 
earth ſhould be overflow'd,' grief appear'd in 
Heaven, and their countenances were wrapt in 
ſorrow ; but joy ſoon return'd, and chasꝰd away 
the clouds of grief, on their hearing that NOA 
was to be the root from whence new and more 
virtuous generations ſhould ſhoot, and ſpread their 
branches over the earth. They then prais'd in 
lofty ſtrains the grace of the MosT Hicn, who 
tempers juſtice with mercy, and in wounding 
heals, while Noan's enraptur'd father reſolv'd 
to deſcend to the earth, to ſee the deliverance 
of his happy ſon, ſo Yay" favour'dof Heaven. 


120 the mean time night fled, and the bluſhing 
morn advancing from her pavilion in the eaſt; 
cover'd the ſummits of the mountains with a man- 
tle of glowing red inwrought with gold, when 
Noan's ſons who had paſs*d the night in pleaſing 
wakefulneſs, ſtarted from their beds, dreſs'd 
themſelves in decent attire, and eagerly fought 
the narrow path leading to StrhA's manſion 
in the ſuperior region of paradiſe, amuſing = 
time with es converſe. 


5 b1gart offs? 

Har grſt broke filenes; In our ſequefter'd 
vale, ſaid he; I eaſily ſuppreſs'd my deſire of ſee- 
= ing 
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ing the boaſted works of human ſkill ; for thoſe 
of the great CRxAT OR afford ſufficient grati- 
fication to the moſt ardent curioſity, in the con- 
ſtruction of the ſpheres, the phaſes of the moon, 
- the revolutions of the ſtars, and the golden zones 
of the heavens : or in the pleaſing inveſtigation 
of time and ſpace ; of things eternal, and the 
impulle of the human will: or with thee, Ja- 
PHETH\,.in inſpecting the beaſts and birds, form'd 
by ſkill inimitable and divine. Eaſy is it to con- 
quer the deſire of ſeeing the works of men, when 
all the boaſted ſkill of human art, compar'd with 
thoſe of the great CRT Ar OR, muſt appear con- 
temptible : but never could I ſubdue my ardent 
wiſhes to ſee one of the fair female form the 
maſter - piece of the divine-hand, that completed 
the creation, and without whom Ap AM, amidſt 
the multitude of ſubject creatures, thought him- 
ſelf alone. Our mother us'd to ſay, that all 
beauty was united in Eve; but the luſtre of her 
eyes, and the rubies of her love-inſpiring lips 
were particularly charming, and gave peculiar 
pleaſure to ADAM, while, whenever they open- 
ed, her voice fill 'd with love and admiration all 
who heard her ſpeak., Surely female beauty muſt 
Poſſeſs invincible arms, thus to ſubdue the 
thoughtful gravity, and ſuperior intelle& of man. 
| | | We 
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We all know what woes the ſons. of Apam 
have ſuffer'd for liſtening to female ſentiments + 
yet J hope to view this creature ſo fair, ſo love- 
ly and yet preſerve, my native dignity... The 
ſame hopes I juſtly entertain of. you, and per- 
ſuade myſelf that all the luſtre of external charms. 
can never allure us to quit the path of wiſdom 
and of duty; for ſhould they make an ignoble - 
uſe of their attractions, I'll combat them with 
rigid virtue. Thou, JAPHETHy, haft ſeen them: 
thou haſt already fac'd the danger: but is it ſo. 
very great? Are their. attractives irreſiſtable ? - 
Do they ſurpaſs in whiteneſs the plumage of the 
ſwan ? or in luſtre the neck of the dove? or are 
their colours more various than. thoſe of the dewy 
drop refraQting the ſolar ray? 'Thine eyes have. 
already feaſted on the delicious ſight of theſe 
blooming, virgins, help us then to anticipate the 
pleaſure to which we are haſtening, and feat not 
to tire us by the repetition. Oh I feel the ſparks 
of love kindling in my boſom, and ſoon will they 
burſt out into a blazing flame. 


Dear brother! anſwer'd JaynETH ; hard is 
it to deſcribe, by any reſemblance, theſe fair dam- 
ſels, to one who has never ſeen the blooming 
charms of female beauty. They are 2 * 
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of middle beings between young men and angels. 
Balmy ſleep is leſs ſoft than their deportment, nor 
is the cooling ſhade ſo pleaſing as the mild luſtre 
of their eyes. Their words are muſic. Gentle 
modeſty fits in their countenances, and grace in 
every geſture. But how great is the misfortune, 
when a vicious ſoul dwells in a habitation adorn'd 
with ſuch an Heaven of beauty! Such a wo- 
man may aſſault the virtue of man with wea- 
pons no ſooner ſeen than vitorious. Theſe vir- 
gins who are as virtuous as fair, | ſaw and heard 
with tranſport, Never before was my heart ſen- 
ſible of fuch ſweet emotions ; not even when ga- 
thering cocoas on the eaft ſide of the mountain, 
the night overtook me within ſight of the gate 
our eaſtern boundary, where ſtood a guard of 
angels ſhining with , celeſtial luſtre. From an 
eminence cover'd with tufted trees I ſaw them 
paſs to and fro in the human form; for a divine 
power had open'd my eyes. Their mouths had 
heavenly attractions; a celeſtial radiance beam d 
around them; dignity and grace ſhone in all their 
actions. Reverence, wonder and a placid love, 
without tumult, fill'd my ſoul : but with far leſs 
tranquility I beheld the terreſtrial, damſels, and on 
my taking one of the fair virgins by the hand, a | 
' tender pleaſing diſorder thrill'd through my veins 
with 
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with ſuch a delightful ſenſation, that in the ſweet 
tranſport J ſigh'd. Still the dear impreſſion re- 
mains, and, though abſent, the lovely i image of 
the ſweet maid is preſent to my ſight. It vi- 
ſits me too in the hours of midnight ſteep. She 
I firſt ſaw is like a roſe- bud not fully open'd, and 
half diſcloſing its beauteous bloom. Let her be 
mine, and each of you chufe one of the others, 
two roſes more fully blown. One tall of ſta- 
ture, with fine large eyes, and aſpect devout and 
grave, holds her head on high, and walks flow 
with ſtately ſtep, and port celeſtial, Thy vir- 
tues, SHEM, are to be read in her. The other 
not ſo tall is delicately form'd, 'a thouſand graces 
attend on her with gentle ſoftneſs, ready obedience 
and timid benevolence : theſe attract the heart 
more than coriſcious ſuperiority, Let me gell 
thee, my dear Ham, there can be no wiſdom in 
reſiſting her charms, May theſe two, O my 
brothers l be your choice, and your hearts be ſhut 
againſt the third. What diſtreſs would ſeize my 
diſtracted mind, ſhould another chooſe the love- 
ly flower that has diffus'd through my veins the 
{ſweeteſt pain 


0 my brethren, return'd SHE M, I ſee, I feel 
the power of love: that formidable paſſion has 
taken 
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taken poſſeſſion of our boſoms : but let us take. 


courage; love in noble-ming; is a divine preſent. 


When God. created the immortal ſoul to govern. - 


the body, he endu'd it with warm propenſities 
to the kindly affections, to gratitude, friendſhip 


and compaſſion, to ſympathy and to love, the 


CREATOR's ſweeteſt gift; and to theſe he added 


a delight in order, harmony, beauty :—in beauty, 


Join'd with virtue, without which none are tru; 


ly. fair. This moral ſenſe was planted . deep in 


the boſom of Ap amy by the original. author of 


all that is lovely, who for its gratification, mould- 
ed with his own hand the fair form of Evx, 
adorning her with juſt praportions, and all the 
perfections of. earthly. beauty, and to, Apa 


brought the: new form'd angelic maid, the mo- 


ther of men. The ſame ſenſations of harmony 
and beauty has the Mosr Hicn implanted 
in our boſoms, and 'tis He who brings us. to 


— 


— 


StynA's daughters, form'd for us, as Eve for 
Apam. Long already have we felt ſomething | 


like the .emotions of love ; long have . we felt 
unaccountable deſires after another ſelf, with- 
out knowing that for us another ſelf was form'd. 


Oft have we breath'd a gentle prayer, in ſighs to 


Heav'n; oft caſt up a ſoft wiſh, for a fight of 


ſome r form inhabited by a fellow mind Oft 
too, 
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too, in our midnight dreams, our arms, ſelf- taught, 
have been ſtretch'd forth to embrace an unſub- 
ſtantial ſnadow. But now theſe falſe eluſions 
mall ceaſe, and the viſionary phantoms that ſo; 
long have filkd with warm emotions our longing 
breaſts, ſhall give place to ſweet realities, to ten- 
der human forms. We now know the place of 
their abode, and as the ſame Providence which 
miles on us, ſmiles on them, they doubtleſs, are 
impreſs d by nature with correſponding paſſions, 
and feel the love we feel for them. This I the 
rather hope, as our all- gracious Preſerver has. 
plac'd them ſo near in this garden of innocence, 
and has opened to JAPHETH,. a way to their 
dwelling. Happier than we, he has ſeen female 
beauty in three forms, and has even touch'd the 
fair for whom, unknown, his heart has long ſigh'd 
in ſecret. Soon will he ſhew to us the dear ob- 
jects we ſo long have wiſh'd to ſee : the lovely 
maids for whom he has rais'd ſuch ardent defies: 
in our fluttering boſoms. The Gop of La- 
MECH and of. No AH is unwilling that our lives 
ſhould paſs in lonely hours and ſteril celibacy, 

and thus their race become extinguiſh'd. No, 
it ſhall endure—it ſhall ſee the day of ſalvation, . 
the glories of the incarnate REDEEMER. As 2. 


pledge of this, SirHA's three daughters are to 
be 
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be our brides. Fear not then, O JArRETR, 
that another will deſire thy choſen damſel: 
thine heart is her conqueſt—ours ſhall be con- 
quer'd by the others. The ſame charms do 
not equally affect all: for Gop has given to 
each mind an inſtinctive bent; a taſte to diſ- 
cern among various beauties thoſe of the mind 
and perſon neareſt ally'd to itſelft. Let us then 
with eager ſteps haſte to paſs the way that lies 
between us, and the objects of our love. My 
heart exults—joy and hope dance in my veins, 
preſaging golden days. 


They now with redoubled ardour preſs'd 
forward through the flowery wild ; but the 
flowery wild could not attract their gaze; nor 
the fragrant breeze, loaded with the odours 
exhal'd from the ſpicy groves, relax their ſpeed, 
Soon to their joyful eyes appear'd Sipna's 
pendant bowers. They erter the outer court, 
and ſee the blooming ſiſters in the lofty pavilion, 
buſy'd, by StphA's command, in laying in neat 
| baſkets form'd of flexible ruſhes, ſtuffs made of 
the fineſt wool. | | 


Before the riſi ng light was ſpread abroad, 
their father went to the ſolemn grove where the 


Moser 
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Mosr Hich had paſs'd ſentence on fallen man, 


and alleviated its ſeverity by the gracious promiſe 
of a Redeemer from ſin. There, according to 


his vow, he offer'd a yearling ſteer, the faireſt 
of the herd. : 


The daughters ſaw the brothers advance, and 
with baſhful modeſty, yet without fear, waited 
their approach, joined arm in arm, a graceful 
band. Their eyes ſpoke curioſity and mild 
emotion, chaſte and pure, unmix'd with wild 
untam'd deſire. The youths gaz'd with inſatiate 
looks, while all their ſouls ſeem'd collected in 
their eyes. They imagin'd they now firſt be- 
held the bright creation, and that all they had 
ſeen before was only a gloomy twilight. So one 
to whom native blindneſs had unhappily ſhut 
the gates of knowledge, ſtands enraptur'd when 
the impeding film being remov'd from his aſto- 
niſh'd eyes, he with extatic rapture ſuddenly 
finds himſelf in anew world of wonders: amaz'd 
at the light, amaz'd at the forms and colours 
of the ſurrounding objects, he is loſt in ſweeteſt 
tranſport, Thus ſtood the youths, ftruck by 
the charms of blooming beauty, their hearts 
beating with emotions too ſtrong for utterance. 
JayHETH was filent too, though his thoughts 
125 were 
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were leſs tumultuous. He attentively obſerves 
KERENHAPUCH, and his brothers whoſe roving 
eyes no longer ſhoot deſultory glances: each 
fix'd to one object, no feature, no attitude efcapes 
examination : but though the tongueis ſpeechleſs, 
the mind is not ſilent, it ſpeaks in the love-en- 
| liven'd countenance, imperceptibly it commu- 
nicates its ſentiments to the object on whom it 
is fix'd, and this inſenſibly inclin'd each of the 
ſiſters to him who was form'd to be the object 
of her affections, and wiſh'd for her as his ap- 
pointed ſpouſe, JarH ETH could now no longer 
keep ſilence, but turning to his brethren, ſaid, . 


Lam not ſurpris'd, O my brothers, that ye 
thus gaze with ſpeechleſs. wonder. Senſations 
like ours are above all expreſſion, and words 
can but feebly convey our meaning, Much 
ſooner ſpeaks the eye enliven'd by the. ardent: 
ſoul. Vet let us venture to make uſe of words, 
that we may with pleaſure hear them anſwer. 
Ye know not yet how ſweet their ſpeech. From 
their lovely lips proceed the l of well- 
tun'd Harps... 


Not unjullly ſaid Ham, were we early warn'd: 


to beware of woman, elſe why this beating heart, 
this 
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this fluttering in our panting boſoms, theſe 
pleaſing tranſports at the ſight of female beauty, 
while our feet and tongue are chain'd by an 
enchanted band, knit by nature with ſecret art? 
Our minds too weak to bear the burthen of our 
joy, fink, -overwhelm'd and loſt in the ſweeteſt 
pleaſure. But I feel my tongue break the potent 
charmed band, fix'd to the gaze of magic 
beauty: yet ſtill enchain'd by raviſhing aſto- 
niſhment, the radiant morn and purple evening 
will no more attract my wonder. Virtue muſt 
ſure reſide where all thoſe beauties dwell : for 
ſhould evil inhabit ſuch lovely manſions, good- 
nels would be And N to become her aſſociate. 


e his 4. . anſwer' d, Doubt 
not Ham, that ſuch beauty diſdains to dwell 
with vice. The pomp of ſuch heavenly forms, 


Nature could not enviouſly ordain for the abode 


of falſhood. To native beauty, ever | moſt 


valu'd, Nature has beſtow'd her ſeal of goodneſs, 


that it may juſtly attract deſire. This ſoil 
cloth'd with verdure, the fruit cover'd with her 
gay enamel, the limpid brook ſo delicious to the 
thirſty lip, the pomp of the living creation, are 
but teſtimonies of their goodneſs. Goodneſs is 


ä on to 3 and with them reigns beauty. 
Where 


- 
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Where virtue is not found, it is not beauty but 
paint, which though of the fineſt colours, vill 
_vaniſh with the embrace. But the teſtimonies 
of faireſt minds ſhine th rough the bloom of 
colour, and doubly grace the harmonious form, 
O join with me, my brothers, in offering praiſes 
to the ETERNAL, for the accompliſhment of his 
-promiſes, by leading us to this garden of inno- 
cence, where all the winning graces of EvxE are 
reviv'd, and ſhine in theſe three bright models 
unſully'd by guilt ; unacquainted with the guile- 
ful arts practis'd by the enſnaring daughters of 
earth. With pureſt virtue are Siem 4's daughters 
grac'd, and he, fill'd with joy, will with us 
repair to No An's dwelling, and with him bring 
theſe fair virgins, no lefs adorn'd with yirtue than 


with ary bo | 
| 45 

Daxter: is the. anne of thy wits d — 4 
Rau, and ſtill ſweeter thy diſcourſe. Like thee 

MxRHTTr ABEL. often talk'd. The crown of all 
that's fair, ſne us'd to ſay, is rectitude of ſoul, 
when the ſtream of beauty riſes from that of 
virtue. And ſurely neither the dew-beſprinkled 
land in ſpring, the beaming eye of Heſperus, 
nor the morning clouds ſtreak'd with gold, ap- 


pear ſo graceful as the friendſhip of the virtuous, 
the 


41 
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the love of brothers, the magnanimity of the 
man who dares to diſtinguiſh himſelf by his piety 
and integrity, when piety and integrity are 
expos'd to public ſcorn. Nor can any thing be 
ſo charming as the exalted tranquillity of a 
retir'd life, where Peace o'er all our ſteps waves 
her ever-verdant olive: where innocence and 
love divine ſpread their ſilver wings over the 
placid hours. Thus ſerene have we liv'd in 
theſe bleſs'd fields, the abode of innocence. 
We hope this our new acquaintance with the 
ſons of NoAu and StyHA's ſiſter will pour 
around us the ſerene luſtre of cordial amity. 
Should not our father's friendſhip flow forth on 
his ſiſter's ſons, and our mother's love warm the 
hearts of her daughters? We ſalute you then, 
as our father's invited friends. Enter our 
dwelling, and take a little reſt, till he returns 
from his morning ſacrifice, and then we will 
attend him and you down the hill. 


On receiving this agreeable invitation, they 
immediately enter'd under S1PHA's roof, where 
each ſingled out the choice of his heart. 
DxzoRAH attracted SHEem's regard; the 
thoughts of 'Haw were center'd in 'THAMAR, 

| | and 
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and JaPHETH addreſs'd the blooming Kx- 
RENH APUCH. 


Stirn now returning, beheld the pleaſing 
ſcene; a youthful ardour ruſh'd through his 

veins, and he flew into their arms, while tears 

of joy bedew'd his venerable cheeks. Having 

ſaluted each, and welcom'd them to his abode, 

he ſtood viewing them with attentive eye, and 
then cry'd, Three diſtinguiſh'd perfections of 

Noan's blooming years, I now with joy behold 

in you, his ſons; in 'SHEM his placid gravity; in 

Hax his open countenance; and in JayHeTH 
the ſublime hilarity of his mind. What a ſource 

of delight is it for that worthy father thus to 

ſee his temper, his manners, his reſemblance in 
you, deſcending through ages yet in the womb 
of time, to innumerable founders of ſtates and 

nations, whom his reverend name may inſpire 

with the reſolution not to deviate from the path 

of their pious progenitor ! Once in a father's 

hopes I alſo rejoic'd when around my table fat 

fifty engaging youths, all born of one mother, 

train'd to every virtue, and to every manly ac- 
compliſhment ; but in one night one dreadful 

night, all my hopes were blaſted, my dear ſons 
by one horrid act depriv'd of the light. Now no 
male 
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male iſſue, my repreſentatives, the wor- 
ſhippers of the true Gop, whom I ſerve, ſhall 
future ages ſee, while my bones ſleep in the 
grave, 


Still to thee, reply*'d SHEM, remains a ſpring 
of gladdening hope. Thou haſt daughters, 
wonders of female virtue. Heaven's choiceſt 
gifts are theirs, gentleneſs and purity, nobleneſs 
of mind, with wiſdom, man's boaſted preroga- 
tive. This garland, compos'd of the ſweeteſt 
flowers of Paradiſe, we boldly bind round our 
wiſhing hearts, beſeeching Heaven to grant us 
theſe lovely gifts: the bright aſſemblage of vir- 
tues we now diſcover in thine angelic daughters, 


united with all the luſtre of beauty. They ſhall 


bring forth worthy fathers of nations, who from 


them ſhall derive the ſeeds of permanent virtue. 
Never ſhall thy daughters be low in our eſteem ; 
for what can more exalt the dignity of female 
ſanctity, than its being honour'd by Gop him- 
ſelf, who from his bleſs'd throne will ſend down 
into a virgin's womb, his only begotten SoN 
to redeem mankind from fin. May this ho- 
nour be conferr'd on one of thy lovely daughters! 
from this hope, of all hopes the nobleſt, thou 
art not excluded, 

Vor. I. F SHEM's 


| 
ö 
ö 
| 


98 A Won 


SHEM's words ſunk deep in S1PHA's mind, 
filling him with hope-kindled light and joy, 
He anſwer'd chearful. Thy words, O my 
| ſon! are anſwerable to the devout compoſure 

of thy countenance, .and thy fix'd confidence 
in the Saviour of the world. My heart 
now bids me haſten to the. holy man thy fa- 
ther, from whom thou deriveſt thine happy 
ſentiments : my dear and faithful friend, who 
by loving me, render'd me worthier of his 
love. My eyes long to. dwell on that face, 
which during many afflictive years they have 
ceas'd to behold. 


All now join'd to aſſiſt in placing ' baſkets 
of curious ſtuffs on a camel, which, : docile, 
kneel'd to receive the burden; while the dam- 
ſels ſtood in their travelling garb ready for the 
journey. Then SHA taking his ſtaff, made 
a ſign to JaypHETH to lead the band, and he 
to the well-known. country joyfully -began his 
Way. 


Taz END or THE Third Book. 


THE 


FOURTH BOOK 


F 2 


THE ARGUMENT. 


 Noan and Mitcan anticipate the joy 

they expect to receive from the converſation 
of Sten and his daughters. No An goes to 
meet them, but in a grove where he offer'd 
his daily prayers hears the voice of the Lo RD, 
which inſorms him of the approaching flood; 
on which he in ain. intercedes for man. The 
meeting of No aH and S1 THA, MiLcan and 
the virgins. DB ORAAH relates her mother's 
hiſtory. A converſation between Noan and 
Ste HA, in which he at laſt reveals to his friend 
the ſentence paſs'd on man. Noan's ſons 
come to aſk their father's and 81H A's conſent 
to their marrying the three virgins, which 1s 


granted, and immediately performed, 
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| 12 and M1Lcan- anticipated the joys: 

that awaited them in the rapturous em- 
brace of Sir HA and his courteous daughters. 
With what grateful aſpirations, ſaid MiL.cans 
does my ſoul riſe to Gop, who has ſo graciouſly 
remember*d me, in giving, in the room of my 
ſiſter MEnrTABEL, a threefold comfort. With 
you, my ſoft companions, I ſhall no longer want 


temale ſociety. Daily will I aſk you, and daily 
F 3. ſhall 
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ſhall'T hear, how the years conſecrated to love 
and maternal tenderneſs paſs*dover MEHrr aBEL's. 
head: how the hours, ſmooth-pac'd, or with 
heavy foot, ſucceeded each other; and how her 
ſoul pttm'd its wings, when the angel of death ap- 
proach'd her bed. Soon ſhall 1 again enjoy the 
dear pleaſure of giving inſtruction to infant in- 
nocence. O my love! thou canſt not imagine 
the ſweet delight that thrills through a mother's 
heart, when ſhe firſt forms the tender ſoul; and 
moulds the duQtile mind into the fair form of vir- 
tue : for theſe virgins are ſurely deſtin'd for my 
ſons ; their children ſhall I fold in my arms, and 
delighted place on my lap. 


Noanr with equal gratitude return'd, O 
MiLcan we cannot better praiſe the divine 
bounty, which by ways of unfathomable wiſdom 
promotes our felicity, than by indulging our 
grateful joy in its full extent. That which 
ſwells my breaſt is above all expreſſion, as are 
the benefits to be produced by the diſtant hand 
of Providence, more extenſive, than our moſt 
tow'ring wiſhes. Soon ſhall my eyes behold the 
face of Styna, who poſſeſſes the moſt ſincere 
and candid mind that ever inform'd the human 
frame. He who has been deny'd to my wiſhes 


and 
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and my hopes, the ALMIGHTY brings unexpected 
to my arms. His preſence will ſpread a luſtre 
around me, like the ſplendor of an angel: his 
virtues will regale me with friendſhip's choiceſt 
fruits: his converſation enlighten my underſtand- 
ing, and his approbation improve my diſcourſe. 
Often have I fear'd that in this ſolitude my men- 
tal faculties would ruſt, and my ideas and ſenti- 
ments take a wrong bent. But now the ardor 
of rendering them worthy of his ear will give 
them grace and ſublimity, . while friendſhip will 
heighten. the pleaſure of their culture, On 
Perat's umbrageous banks the evening has oft 
approach'd, while in friendly debate, we inveſti- 
gated the deepeſt truths : for in the ſweet inter- 
courſe of minds truth is often found, when in 
ſolitary ſpeculation we ſeek her in vain. In thes 
preſence of a friend, while our thoughts rife with 
pleaſure to our lips, new proſpe&s open on the 
mind. But SHA cannot be far diſtant, I will 
meet him, and haften the happy hours. 


Noan aroſe, and with ſteps quicken'd by 
friendſhip, left his dwelling, paſſing into a grove 
of palms, by the altar before which he us'd to 
offer up his daily oriſons. There he heard the 
voice of the Lok Db, who was walking ameng 

F 4 the 
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the trees, while a cloud, border'd by effulgent 
radiance, veil'd the glory of the preſent Derry. 
Noa ſaw him not, but heard the awful voice 
which thus ſpake. 


Noan, thou, accompany'd by RArHAEIL, 
haſt ſeen the ways of men. That race has fallen 
into the depths of iniquity : they whom I created 
for exalted piety, bow the knee to gold, to 
images, the ſenſeleſs work of their own hands. 
Some have even plac'd their hope in ORc Hus, 
and, againſt me have made a covenant with 
SATAN. They pay honour to Fate, which, 
without me is nothing. Their ſouls funk and 
defil'd by the filth of the fleſh, can no longer 
Tiſe ; but are bow'd down to the ſervice of fin. 
Naked to my view ſtands the wickedneſs of man- 
kind, Long have I borne with their abomi- 
nations; but their day of grace 1s paſt; an. 
overwhelming flood ſhall cover the earth, and 
all that walk upon it, or ſkim the air, ſhall 
die, 


Noan at the wrath of the incens'd Ouxi- 
POTENT turn'd pale: the feſtive joy which had 
brighten'd his countenance vaniſh'd, and univer- 
fal deſolation appear'd before him: his ſtrength 
| then 
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then forſook him, and fainting he fell to the 
ground, overpower'd by his compaſſion for 
mankind his brethren ? but the ALmiGnTy re- 
newing his ſtrength, he. aroſe, and in humble 

accents thus implor'd the righteous Jupp. 


O Lorp my GOD] when Thou fitteſt on 
Thy throne of judgment, what man can pre- 
ſume to ſtand before. Thee] His faireſt actions 
are ſully'd. by vanity and folly. He is duſt, 
Thou haſt form'd him of the earth, and to his 
kindred earth are attach'd all his deſires. At the 
breath of Thine anger he withers and is gone. 
But Thou, O Thou: Mosr Gxraciovs |! 
haſt no pleaſure in the death of the ſinner : 
Thou rejoiceſt in mercy. But if by one 
firoke Thou exterminate the race of man, 
with what malice will SATAN and all Hell re- 
joice ? Will they not, with ſlanderous blaſphe- 
my, charge Thee with being auſtere, and de- 
lighting in the deſtruction of Thy creatures ſo 
lately form'd? But O MosT Gracious! if on 
the peopled earth are found a thouſand righteous 
perſons—righteous as human frailty will permit, 
who with ſome ſtains of guilt, love and honour 
virtue, wilt Thou not for their ſakes ſpare the 
reſt ? But how many thouſands of thouſands are 
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there now of thoſe who, incapable of ſim, hang at 
their mother's breafts? Wilt Thou then de- 
ſtroy the innocent with the guilty ? No, this 
be far from Thee ; let Thy grace then triumph 
over Thy deſtroying anger, and Thy mercy ſtill 
ſpare mankind—But forgive, O my CRTATOR 


and my Gop | the preſumption of Thy ſervant, 
who has dar'd to plead before Thee. 


His boldneſs diſpleas'd not the ALMIOHT v, 
who thus reply'd, Long has My patience for- 
borne chaſtiſement— long have I call'd on them 
to repent ; but their necks. are iron, and their 
hearts girt with braſs. They mock at my mer- 
ey, and juſtice requires that 1 ſhould ſend forth 
Deſtruction on man; but from thine houſe he 
mall withhold his hand: thee new generations ſhall 
falute as their father, and ſhall poſſeſs the earth 
that ſhall emerge from the overſpreading deluge. 
In an enclos'd-garden I have preferv'd MEnirTa- 
BEL's daughters, the deſtin'd brides of thy ſons, 
and the mother's of innumerable nations. With 
thee will Iſave beaſts and birds of every kind, that 
in the future earth man may want no conveni- 
ence or proper gratification. RayHazr ſhall 
bring thee the model of a ſtructure form'd 


with its ſeveral partitions, From this thou ſhalt 
| build 
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build an ark that ſhall float in the waters, and car- 
ry thee and thy family over the floods. It ſhall 
rule over the waves: for I have ordain'd that 
it ſhall protect thee from the ſtorm, Take no 
care for the ſmall number of the righteous: I 
ſee them ſhine amidſt the darkneſs of the wicked: 
I behold their virtues, and am their Gop. I 
am alſo the Gop of the innocents who are yet 
unable to diſtinguiſh between good and evil. Be not 
thou afflicted at their ſeparation from their new- 
| form'd bodies: this is to them a diſpenſation of 
the greateſt mercy: they ſhall be deliver'd from 
all the ſnares and guilt of an abandon'd world, 
and more pleaſing proſpects than that can afford 
ſhall open to their view. Mean while celebrate 
the marriage of thy ſons, then repair to Tha- 
miſta, and with a loud voice call ſinners to re- 
pentance; for repentance and humble prayer 
ſnall blot out their ſins, and all who return to 
me, and implore my mercy, I will pardon. 


Thus did the Lorp condeſcend to converſe 
with man; but now the cloud of the divine glo- 


ry, the ſign of the ALM ISH x's awful preſence 
diſappear'd. What a tumult of new ideas ruſh'd 
in ſwift ſucceſſion on No an's mind! wrapt in a 
maze of thought he ſtood in muſing attitude, 
with 
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with his head inclin'd over his folded arms, when 
the voice of joy awak'd him from his revery. 
Lifting up his eyes he ſees S1yHa ! both extend 
their arms, fly into each others embrace, and 
mingle tears of joy. 


MiLean from her chamber obſerv'd the joy- 
ful meeting: her eyes undim'd by age, at a 
ſtill greater diſtance beheld the happy daugh- 
ters. Returning youth now animated her 
nerves ; ſhe haſten'd to welcome the amiable 
damſels, and was already in their arms, before 
Noan and S1PHA ceas'd their impaſſion'd em- 
brace, MiLcan having tenderly careſs'd the 
lovely damſels, ſaluted StpHa, with all the 
warmth of a ſiſter's love, while her delighted 
ſons ſympathiz'd in the affecting ſcene. Silence 
ſtill reign'd. Yet their ſouls wanted not elo- 
quence ; for in every lcok, in every embrace the 
ardour of the enraptur'd mind was ſeen. This 
heart-felt language was ſincere, conciſe and in- 
telligible. Now the pleaſing ferment in their 
tender ſenſations being a little ſubſided, they 
open'd their lips to offer up grateful praiſe to that 
gracious Being who had thus brought them toge- 
ther; then NOA conducted them under his roof, 
while the brothers eas'd the camel of his valu- 
able burthen, 


— 
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MiLcA retir'd with the blooming virgins 
to her apartment in the upper part of the 
houſe where having . waſh'd their feet, and 
given them a ſhort repaſt, ſhe ſeated herſelf 
by them, and with a look of complacency faid >: 
How myſterious are the ſecret diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence, which, unknown to me, appointed M- 
HITABEL's dwelling ſo near! Of what pleaſure 
have I been depriv'd ! the ſweet, the tender con- 
verſe of a ſiſter; her kind female advice, her 
aſſiſtance in a hundred little offices of domeſtie 
life: yet your endearing words will afford ſome 
alleviation of her loſs. Tell me then, how 
her downy days, conſecrated to love and ma- 
ternal affection, glided away with gentle pace, 
and how her ſoul plum'd its aſpiring pinions, 
when the angel of death approach'd her bed; 
The lighteſt circumſtance will here be plea- 
ſing. 


DEB oRAH comply'd with this kind requeſh, 
and thus began: Through the grace of the 
Mosr Hicn, we have enjoy'd our bleſt ſoli- 
tude in the midſt of every comfort, while. cor- 
roding care was banifh'd, and no diſtreſs permit- 
ted to invade our minds. Thus on this-bloom- 


ing mountain my mother's guiltleſs days were 
inter- 
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interwoven with undiſturb'd repoſe. When 
ſhe aſſiſted 8ip HA, the ſhrubs and flowers that 
luxuriant roſe demanding . ſupport or pruning, . 
requir'd no painful labour, but was an healthful 
amuſement, that added vigour to the ſoul. Then 
SIPHA open'd before her the book of knowledge, 
and pour'd into her heart the ſublime delights of 
ſcience, Leading her by the hand through : 
grove of palms, he inform'd her that in the in- 
fancy of the world this Paradiſe was the dwell- 
ing of the firſt inhabitants of the earth; two 
of which, of each ſpecies, were only form'd; 
but gradually multiply'd.. From a cloſe inſpec- 
tion of the mountain from its baſe to its ſum- 
mit, he perceiv'd that there each animal found 
a climate adapted to its nature, and each plant 
a ſoil in which it thrives. but taken from thence 
droops, withers, and dies. He had daily ſeen 
the wiſdom of the CR Ar ox in new diſcover'd 
wonders, which he conceal'd not from his de- 
lighted ſpouſe. From viſible things he led her 
to the inviſible; ſhew'd her that the waters, 
earth and ſtars are fill'd with life, which deep 
below the rank of men deſcends, and towering 
riſes high above his utmoſt ftretch of thought. 
What an amazing diſtance is there, ſaid he, be- 


tween man and the higheſt angel, rifing in 
| "SY 
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innumerable gradations of ſpiritual beings ! and 
below where the world of ſpirits ends, the firſt 
link of the terreſtrial chain begins, deſcending 
from reaſon to inſtinct, which. it nearly reſem-- 
bles, and in regular gradation, in number'd 
degrees, till ſcarce to be diſtingurſh*d from mere 
vegetation and lifeleſs matter! No blank is left 
unfill'd. Who can tell the endowments the great 
CREATOR has beſtow'd on the various orders 
of ſpirits; or their different ſenſes and concep- 
tions? yet what honour do we receive! Go 
reveals his wonders not only to theſe exalted be- 
ings, but to us the, meaneſt of his rational 
creation. 


Never was the ear of my attentive mother ſa- 
tiated with the hiſtory of the ALMIGHT 'S 
works, which was the more pleaſing, from its 
being related by Sir HA. As our ſweeteſt ſen- 
ſations are thoſe of the mind, whatever fills us 
with ſublime emotions, is attended with a ſe- 
cret pleaſure: but the moſt delightful of all ſen- 
ſations are ſurely thoſe of love. For conjugal 
affection mutually beams extatic reciprocations of 
the tendereſt affection amidſt encreaſing years, 
without decay: perhaps more warm and lively 
in the morning of life; but in the evening more 

pure. 


— 
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pure.. After ſucceſſive.centuries had paſs'd with 
uninterrupted harmony, they were bereav'd of: 
their comforts, the dear, the-numerous pledges 
of their love; yet Gop did not leave the houſe 
of SipH a deſolate; for MEHIT ABEL afterwards. 
bore him three daughters; but his higher wiſhes. 
were deny'd, and he had no ſons to ſupply. the 
place of thoſe who had gloriouſly died for the 
truth, When in SieH A's arms ſhe was deliver'd 
of me, . ſhe, fondly kiſſing me, ſaid, When theſe 
dear lips ſhall, laughing, liſp the name of mo- 
ther, the ſound will be ſweeter to me than the 

honey- comb, and therefore call'd me DEBORAH. 
She brought forth my eldeſt ſiſter under the 
cooling ſhade of the waving palms, and 
carrying her home, ſaid, with ſome dejection, 
Here is a ſecond daughter; let her name be 
THAMAR. On the birth of the third ſhe cry'd, 
Three times have I beem diſappointed, and call'd 
her Sac ARA; but my father ſeeing her adorn'd 
with heavenly graces, ſaid, The dear infant's 
name ſhall not be Sa c ARA, but KERENHA- 
PUCH. | 


Our education was MeniTABEL's moſt de- 
lightful employment: intent on the important 


taſk, ſhe forgot the arrangement of the jeſſa- 
mine; 
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mine, and ceas'd to prune the luxuriant myrtle. 
Still I ſee the ardent zeal and the extreme delight 
with which ſhe diſpens'd her inſtructions, 
when my ripening faculties call'd for improve- 
ment : ſhe then taught me that I was form'd 
in the womb by the ALmiGnTyY, to whom 
the angels owe their being, and their immor- 
tality. That it was He who rais'd me from 
darkneſs, and call'd me from the night in which 
J lay, like a worm in the duſt, that T might 
lift up my face before him, while my ſpirits. 
drank in the golden day, and' I rejoic'd in my 
exiſtence, While ſhe thus ſpake, my heart 
overflow'd with gratitude and devotion. My 
raptures fill'd my mother with rapture, and 
her flame increas'd my tranſports. She after- 
wards led my aſtoniſh'd mind through a ſeries. 
of riſing wonders. She obſerv'd that the hoſts. 
of the bleſs'd ſpirits who in the higheſt Heaven 
rejoice, and enjoy inconceivable felicity, are be- 
ings to whom the nobler part of us is ally'd; 
that man is their younger brother, whoſe foot 
is conceal'd in the duſt ; that Gop originally 
created two of the human race, the firſt in- 
habitants of Paradiſe, and in their minds im- 
preſs'd traces of the Deity, yet ſinning againſt 
their gracious CREATOR, were baniſh'd from: 
their: 
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their bleſs'd abode; they then cultivated the 
lower country, and multiply'd into numerous 
tribes ; but from their fall, all are devoted to 
death, and to return to their original duſt. 
Hard is it to comprehend the great ideas of 
the ſtate of innocence, the fall, the: ſentence, 
and the nature of death; events ſoon perform'd, 
though of everlaſting importance. Had not 
 MeniTABEr, or my father, enlighten'd my ſteps, 
how had I been bewilder'd in theſe awful mazes! 
Death! tremendous word encompaſs'd me with 
a ſeven- fold gloom, and I had ſunk under its ter- 
rors, had not ſhe, with her healing hand, 
pour'd in the balm of life. Comforted by the 
view of the Divine remedy, I look'd down 
without fear, into the cave of death; for ſhe, 
inſpir'd by the MosT HIGH, who has provided 
for the ſalvation of man, taught me to deſpiſe its 
terrors, crying out with rapturous joy, I ſee 
the healing balm, the hopes of the children of 
men ! how unſearchable are the riches of His 
mercy, who dwelleth in the Heavens, and has 
remov'd impending ruin from a. ſinful world! 


At other times ſhe deſcended to earthly ob- 
jets, and open'd to us the book of creation, 


which Steh had reveal'd to her. She ſhew'd 
5 us 
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us the hand-writing of the ETERNAL, the 
marks of his creative-finger, in the variegated 
beauties of the fertile earth, the formation and 
properties of animals, and the more exalted 
nature of man. Vet far was ſhe from ne- 
glecting domeſtic employments; from her we 
learn'd with gentle touch to wind the tender 
thread from the full diſtaff; to weave the ſnowy 
cloth; to enrich it with vivid colours, and 
to the whiteneſs. of ivory, to give the tinge 
of purple. Theſe elegant employments were 
accompany'd by her harmonious harp, to which 
we join'd our joyful voices. 


Thus paſs'd the days with downy feet, while 
health, piety, and ever-new delight, form'd. 
their ſmiling train. Heaven granted every 
wiſh, for every wiſh was innocent. One only 
deſire aroſe in our breaſts, and this was trouble 
ſome, becauſe inordinate: a reſtleſs longing to 
ſee the ſons and daughters of the land. What: 
a difference did we. often {ay, do we find a- 
mong us, in our ſtature, the turn of our limbs, 
the form of our mouths, the ſpeaking eye, 
the features of the face, and the colour of the 
hair! Yet. we are but three, what a lovely 
variety muſt there then be, in an aſſembly of 

| ' blooming : 
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blooming youths, and ſmiling virgins! They 


muſt doubtleſs be as various and as lovely as the 
flowers, that with different beauties, glow 
around us. But how far the form of the youths 
is different from ours, we cannot know, and 
how far that of various youths may differ among 
themſelves, muſt remain a myſtery. Proba- 
bly, man, when young, has a more noble form 
than ours, as the peacock has the moſt lovely 
train, and his feathers, when compar'd with 
thoſe of his mate, ſhine with brighter colours, 
and ſuperior luſtre; Yet from this natural de- 
fire to ſee the youths of the neighbouring 
country, it appears at leaſt probable, that 
they and we are different halves, and that 
the happineſs and perfection of our natures 
conſiſt in our being united. 


Soon, confiding in our mother's fondneſs, we 
communicated our wiſhes to her. She was not 
offended ;- but ſmiling, thus reply'd : Your de- 
ſires are, perhaps, not blameable. They whom 
you long to ſee, are of your own: fleſh, and, 
like you, are deſcended from the firft pair. 
You defire to ſee your own kindred, for 
whom you are form'd ; but as you value your 


own. virtue and — innocence, carefully 
baniſh: 
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baniſh the thought. Theſe young men and 
maidens, of Apam's blood, have forſaken the 
ways of Gop, for thole of Satan; they 
hate Tighteouſneſs, deſpiſe virtue, and are the 
enemies of innocence. Attach'd to the earth, 
and ſunk into brutal ſenſuality, virtue is ſafeſt 
at a diſtance from them. Alas! what have 
you to fear from ſavage man ! Joyfully re- 
main then, O ye maidens! within this ſecure 
garden, by gracious Providence open'd for your 
refuge. Revere the diſpenſation of the Divine 
goodneſs, in beſtowing on us this delightful, this 
ſecure abode, which Ap A, by his offence, had 
forfeited, mitigating in our favour, the ſentence 
that no foot defiPd by fin, ſhould enter the 
bleſs'd retreat. For Gop, when the ſeaſona- 
ble hour is come, will lead you in ſafety, to 


the children of the land. 


Thus ſhe ſpake, and Heaven approv'd her 
pious reliance on the ſecret, yet wiſe deſigns 


of Providence. 


We conquer'd our wiſhes, and became ea- 
ſy in our ſolitude; but alas | ſoon ſtruggled 
under a new and harder conflict. The angel 
- of death appear'd to our mother, not in the 

| ſorm 
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form of terror; but with a fair and beauteous 
aſpet: he took her in his friendly arms, and 
as the ripen'd peach, with gentle pluck, quits 
the bough, ſo her placid foul, left her earthly 
frame. At the thoughts of being depriv'd of 
the beſt of mothers, we felt the pains of 
death, while ſhe with triumph, cry'd, Shall J 
not, O death, welcome thine approach? Thou 
art the deliverer from ſhadows and darkneſs ; 
the friend that opens to me, the gates of eter- 
nal life and light; when I ſhall be crown'd 
with lucid rays; when my mind, clear as the 
ſhining mirror, will perceive the wonders of in- 
finite grace, and boundleſs wiſdom in all their 
amplitude, ſucceſſive ſcenes of ſalvation inex- 
hauſtible, and divine—virtue unreſtrain'd, the 
cup of bliſs unmix'd. This is the abyſs of death, 
and I willingly enter it. All novelties are at- 
tended with pleaſing ſenſations ; but to me, 
death is a novelty moſt agreeable; for I ſhall 
have a body diveſted of the dark ſhades of life: 
I ſhall have an happineſs, of which that re- 
ſulting from virtue and innocence are only ſhin- 
ing types. Were death with-held from me, 
life would not be deſirable; it would be only 
- worthy of the wiſhes of a child; for death 


Tids us of every preſſure, of every earthly bur- 
1 ; then, 


r u- 
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then, that with agile wing, we may eſcape 
and ſoar to Heaven; compar'd with which the 
beauties of Paradiſe will ſeem like the ſhades 
of night. 


S1PHA reſign'd her to Heaven, adoring the 
all gracious Gop, who had ſo gently gather'd 
his ſpouſe to himſelf, and in her laſt moments, 
ſtrengthen'd her mind with celeſtial conſolati- 
ons. With his -own hand he perform'd the 


. laſt offices, clos'd her eyes, and-embalm'd her 


lifeleſs body. The deceaſe of my beloved, ſaid 
he, ſmooths the way to the houſe of death, 
and removes all its terrors. I ſhall now more 
chearfully follow her, to the feats of purer bliſs, 
and ſoon the appointed hour will arrive. Thus 
he ſubdu'd his grief; but the thought of leav- 
ing us in helpleſs ſolitude, pierc'd his paternal 
heart. Through his forc'd ſilence, we perceiv'd 
his mind diſturb'd with deep concern for us. 
Soon, ſaid I to myſelf, will our father join our 
mother in the grove; and when our inſtructor 
and protector ſhall be laid in the boſom of the 
earth, O my Gop! what will become of us? 
But our day will alſo come, when ſiſter ſhall 
be ſeparated from ſiſter! early or late it will 
arrive; and if late, leſs agreeable will it be, 

than 
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than if it ſoon arrives. The time will come, 
when the friendly ſmile will no longer gliſten in 
THAMAR's lovely eyes! when the blooming 
cheeks of KERENHAPUCH ſhall wither ! O may 
my ſiſters bones reſt in peace! I, alone, per- 
haps, ſhall remain of the three an uſeleſs being, 
and ſtand by myſelf, divided from mankind. 


Then deſtitute and forlorn, what will be my fate? 
What a burthen will the vacant days be to me ? 
W hat gloom will overſpread this flowery Para- 
diſe? Then from a long ſwoon ſhall I at laſt 
unwillingly awake, and, vainly penſive, walk 
among the groves, calling THAMAR and K- 
RENHAPUCH, While the vales and rocks re- 
ply, THAMAR and KERENHAPUCH, as if to 


mock my woe | 


'Thus in our fooliſh minds, we anticipated the 
moſt dreadful calamities, while the MosT Hicn 
was ſecretly providing for us the richeſt happi- 
neſs. He has now brought us to the friends of 
virtue; to a houſe, where amidſt the univerſal 
apoſtacy, Truth has fix'd her abode ; to our 
kindred; to StyHA's venerable friend; to 
een n we ſhall again Gnd in 


MILcan. 


Here 
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Here DEBORAH ceas'd, and the affectionate 
M1Lcan reſum'd, It was the ſpecial care of 
Heaven, that reſtor'd me MgeniTABEL in three 
lovely forms: her, I again ſee in you, juſt as in 
the morning of life, I us'd to fee her pious, gen- 
tle, and ſerene. 'Then, morning or evening, to 
my praiſeful ſong, ſhe added her voice, which 
ſeem'd to receive an additional ſweetneſs from 
her perſon and mind. With what joy do I ſee 
and hear theſe again, in the perſons, minds and 
voices of her daughters! She was my ſiſter, and 
ye ſhall be my ſweeteſt children. 


In the mean while, S1PHA, at firſt, view- 
ing No Ak with ſpeechleſs joy, as if he had ſeen 
him reſtor'd from the grave, cry'd, Indulge 
me, in confirming by my eyes, the gladſome 
tidings, that I behold ſtill living, my deareſt 
friend: for many long years has fled the hope 
of beholding ſuch a day. Let me feaſt my glad 
eyes on that face; let my pleas'd ear enjoy the 
ſweet ſatisfaction of dwelling on thy voice, un- 
ſeen, unheard, ſince the unequal intermarriages 
of METHUSELAH's race, with Ir Ap's wilely off- 
ſpring, which, unhappily, in them extinguiſh'd 
all ideas of Gop, of the creation, of their ori- 
gin, of the hope of ſalvation, of Heaven. 

Vor. I, G Then 
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Then was thy face, in the midſt of a wicked 
world, my fupport, my ſurety, that the burſting 
thunder would not, with indiſcriminate venge- 
ance, involve me in the general ruin; but when 
the ruthleſs DaGon ſentenc'd thee to die, and 
thou ſuddenly eſcap'd by flight, my comforts 
| fled with thee; and had I been then in Eden, 
the odours exhal'd from its ſpicy groves, rich 
fruits and flowers, would have been loſt on 
me. Long in queſt of thee, my deareſt friend! 
I wander'd through Aſſur, Aram ana Flam, and 
when thou wert no where to be found, I ima- 
gin'd thou wertlike ENo cn, remov'd, by ſome 
angel, to the realms of bliſs, where empyreal 
brightneſs, with ſeven-fold light, exceeds our 
day on earth, with its cleareſt ſun. Then J 
went to Yarmut, where with mingled joy and 
grief I was depriv'd of all my reviving hopes, 
by the murder of my fifty brave and pious 
ſons. Over my life too the arm of murder was 
ſtretch'd out, when the Mosr Hi1cn preſerv'd 
me, by bringing me to this mountain, where 
Mz niTABEL and I liv'd in ſolitude, ſeparated from 
mankind. But yet we were not alone, of higher 
company not depriv'd; for with me were ſweet 
contemplation, guardian angels, and Heaven it- 
ſelf. What more could we enjoy? I wiſh'd 

| . for 
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for offspring, and obtain'd three daughters: I 


wiſh'd for a friend like Noan, and no other wiſh 


had I : but when my blooming daughters grew 


up, ſilent ſolitude ſeiz'd my mind, when I con- 


ſider'd how they, in the paradifaic waſte, were 
depriv'd of men, and even in the lap of plea- 
ſure, condemn'd to barenneſs : that thus my 
hopes of leaving a more worthy iſſue would be 
blaſted, and both the root and branches fruitleſs 
wither. This natural ſorrow did not offend my 
gracious DELIVERER. He ſent a celeſtial meſ- 
ſenger, who promis'd that my iſſue ſhould be 
innumerable, and inherit the- land emerg'd 
from the waters. This was the gracious pro- 
miſe of the Mosr Hicn ; and to accompliſh 
it, thy three ſons were ſent to me.—But I de- 
prive myſelf of the dear converſation of my 
friend. From thee I long to hear, an account 
of the deſcendants of ABEL, SETH, and Cain; 
and whether, ſince my retirement from the 
world, men have chang'd their ways. With 
trembling heart I wait to hear from thy lips the 
important hiſtory : for though I prefer thy fami- 
ly to all mankind, yet am I allied by blood to 
them ; and my heart claims a ſhare in their 
welfare or miſery. 


G 2 He 
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He only is alone, ſaid No AH, who is a ſtran- 
ger to himſelf, and from whom the ſtorms of 
paſſion have driven repoſe ; not he who is em- 
ploy'd in deep meditations. Yet theſe, when 
unaſſiſted by the aid of friendſhip, are little more 
than wandering through a dreary and barren de- 
fart, refreſh'd by no friendly ſhowers ; for the 
communications of friendſhip ſweeten and im- 
prove the diſcoveries of the mind. In thee, O 
S1iPHA! I perceive the ineſtimable value of a 
friend; for as the bees ſuck their delicious nec- 
tar from the flowers, ſo man derives from friend- 
ſhip, the pureſt wiſdom, and moſt rational joy. 
Oft have my thoughts run on the ſhoals of 
folly, for want of thy diſcourſe, which would 
have kept it in its true courſe : but the faireſt 
fruits of friendſhip are innocence and virtue, kin- 
dled by the emulation of kindred fouls. Gop 
in ordering me to fly from the preſence of 
Dacon ; in opening to me the gate of this 
guarded mountain, and in afterwards conducting 
thee to a ſpot near my lower manſion, alſo 
form'd the path, by means of which we are 
now. united, that in theſe ſinful days, in which 
the aſſiſtance of a friend is moſt neceſſary, we 
might enjoy this happineſs : for alas] mankind 
have not amended their ways, their guilty fa- 

thers 
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thers are exceeded in wickedneſs by their aban- 
don'd ſons, and all ſpurn at the ſacred dictates of 
reaſon and virtue. But Oh! what J have far- 
ther to ſay, claims thy utmoſt attention. Late- 
ly the Mosr Hicn ſent down a ſeraph to 
examine the ways of men: he was order'd 
to take me with him, and I beheld their , fins, 
more odious than the appearance of the moſt 
loathſome reptiles. RayH aAErL, tho? griev'd, has 
not conceal'd the dreadful truth: the Armicn- 
TY ſat in judgment on the guilty race of man, 
and the awful ſentence is already gone forth. 
This day at my morning devotion in the palm- 
grove, where I met thee, the ETERNAL walk'd 
inviſible, and I heard his tremendous voice ut- 
ter theſe dreadful words, By a deluge, ſhall 
every living creature periſh, I, though mean- 
er than the duſt, fill'd with grief at the fatal 
ſentence, preſum'd to intercede for man, when 
the gracious SOVEREIGN of nature added, that 
my ſons ſhould have brides, and that number- 
leſs generations ſhould proceed from them, and 
people the earth that ſhould emerge from the 
waters. He alſo enjoin'd me to go to Tha- 
miſta and preach forgiveneſs to the penitent. O 
S1PHA! thou might'ſt perceive that my raptu- 
rous joy, at the fight of thee was check'd by 

G63: that 
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that terrific ſentence : for not a gleam of hope 
is left, that theſe rebels againſt Gop will repent 
and live. Alas! their necks are iron, and their 
hearts encompaſs'd with walls of braſs. 


Here S1PHa's face was over-ſpread with the 
paleneſs of the dead; his trembling knees ſcarce 
ſupported his body, and with faltering lips, he 
thus gave vent to his thoughts: Can man hear 
the ſentence of death paſs'd on the human race, 
without fainting at the dreadful ſound, though 
told that thoſe he beſt loves ſhall be ſpar'd ? 
But what is man in the eye of the ALMIGHTY 
Were the whole race deſtroy'd, with the world 
they inhabit, little would it impair the beauty of 
the wide, the immenſe creation, 


No void, return'd No AH, does the wide cre- 
ation know ; whatever link, whatever part of 
it were broken, would be a defect ; but all are not 


to periſh; the MogT Hicn,who in his wrath re- 
members mercy, will fave one family, and ſome 


of every ſpecies of animals, will be preſerv'd. 
Thus the harmony of his works ſhall ſtill remain 
undiſturb'd, 


While 
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While they were thus diſcourſing, came 
Noan's three ſons, who defired that they would 
lend a:favourable ear, and then the eldeſt, with 
a ſolemn look of anxious ſolicitude, thus began: 
How ſhort- ſighted were we in not diſcerning the 
ſteps of Providence ſo manifeſt in Gop's aſſigning 
to both of you a manſion in the ſeat of innocence, 
which to the firſt patriarchs and their ſons, had 
remain'd ſhut and ſecur'd by celeſtial guards 
But to you, the MosT. HIGH, graciouſly open'd 
a bleſs'd retreat, and though to each unknown, 
gave to SIPHA three lovely daughters, and to 
thee, O father! as many ſons, all free from an 
intercourſe with the wicked inhabitants of the 
earth. Theſe ſure were born for us, and we 
for them; for how miſerable would they be, 
were they forc'd to wed men of ſavage and aban- 
don'd manners ! nor leſs miſerable we, in re- 
ceiving wives from among the lewd daughters of 
the earth ! 'To us perpetual celibacy is far more 
eligible than marriage with any other than S1- 
PHA's lovely daughters: rather may our father's 
houſe become utterly extinct. But if we are 
united in marriage, and an union of ſoul, 
with women of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd perfections, 
virtue. will have freſh charms, and even religion 

G 4 appear 
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appear more lovely. From us may iſſue a beauti- 
ful and pious progeny, from whom may ariſe that 
ſeed of the woman that ſhall bruiſe the head of 
the ſerpent. It may perhaps appear vain in me 
to believe that Gop has decreed our marriage, as 
the means of peopling this garden with a race that 
ſhall ſtedfaftly maintain the purity of His wor- 
ſhip, and rejoice in the promis'd ſalvation; a pe- 
culiar people who ſhal} receive laws and ſtatutes 
from Him alone; and from this hill, may inſpir'd 
prophets deſcend to the open country, to inſtruc 
all nations in the worſhip of the MosT HIGH. 


'Thus ſpake SHEM, while the eyes of his bro- 
thers expreſs'd their earneſt aſſent to his words. 
No Ak immediately anſwer'd with a ſmile, Be- 
loved hopes of the earth! dear ſons! Your love 
of SIPHA's daughters is of the LoRxD; and to 
promote your happineſs, I willingly join in 
your requeſt to their father; Does not the good 
S1PHA conſent to an union of our families? 
S1yHA with eyes full of overflowing friend- 
ſhip, reply'd, Thy defire, O my friend, 
is mine, my heart meets thine, and never have 
my daughters ated contrary to any intimation 
I have given them; but we will ſend for them, 


and know their inclinations from themſelves, 
SHEM 


L 
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SHEM tranſported with joy, haſted with the 
meſſage, and the virgins ſoon appear'd, led in by 
Mi1.can. S1PHA fill'd with the moſt delightful 
emotions, gave them a look of affectionate ſenſi- 
bility, and thus put the important queſtion. An 


ardent love of you, my dear daughters, has fill'd 
the hearts of theſe worthy young men : this 


is a guiltleſs paſſion, by Gop, and Noan 
approv'd ; are you willing to be united in mar- 
riage with them ? 


The damſels bluſh'd, and hung down their 
heads; but after a ſhort ſilence, with low voice 
anſwer'd, we are willing. The brothers now 
fill'd with an extaſy too big for utterance, grate- 
fully bow'd: when MiLcan, embracing the 
virgins, deliver'd DEBORAH to SHEM, THAMAR 
to Ham, and JAPHETH receiv'd his dear 
KERENHAPUCH. Each receiv'd and preſs'd 
in his arms the dear object of his tendereſt 
affection. 


Now, amidſt the general joy, S1PHA pro- 
nounc'd on his daughters the conjugal benedic- 
tion; Be ye fruitful as Exx, the mother of all 
the living; let her dreadful example teach you 

G 5 watch- 
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watchfulneſs over yourſelves, and the moſt tender 
love and obedience to your huſbands. 


Evening now came on, and Heſperus riſing 
above the ſummit of the mountain, lighted the 
nuptial torch ; at this welcome ſignal, the young 
men led the virgins, bluſhing like the glowing 
morn to the bridal chambers, while hill and dale, 
with every part of Paradiſe, diſplay'd their joy. 
'The buds and flowers waited not the return of 
morn to expand their tints, and profuſe emitted 
odours which the ſprightly zephyrs wafted on - 
their gentle wings to the bridal chambers. 
Philomela warbled forth all her mellifſuous ſtrains 
in chanting the nuptial ſong, and the choir of 
volatile ſongſters, on other nights ſilent, now 
jubilant, join'd their notes to celebrate the happy 
evening. Thus melody and fragrance fill'd the 
whole mount, and all nature ſeem'd to ſhare the 
general joy. EPR 
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SHEM and his brothers go with their brides 
to viſit the places in Paradiſe, where the 
Mosr Hic had condeſcended to appear to 
man; while No A returns to viſit the de- 
ſcendants of ELA, Aram, and Asgur, 
Dac ox after being defeated in an attempt to 
enter Paradiſe, ſacrifices a multitude of human 
victims to the ſpirits of the fiery deep: but 
while engaged in theſe infernal ceremonies 
Noan comes, exclaims againſt theſe cruel 
rites, preaches . repentance, and mentions the 
approaching deluge. Da ON rejects his 
admonitions with ſcorn, Noan replies, and 
is anſwered by Oo, who demands a miracle. 
He performs two but in vain, and then retires. 
The infernal ſpirits form an aerial veſſel in 
which they aſcend with DAC o and the chiefs 
of the giants to aſſail the mountain; but their 
deſign is defeated by Rar HAL and the giants 
thrown to the ground. Dacox expires in the 
preſence of Noan. Os entreats him to leave 
them, on which the patriarch renews his 
exhortation, and returns leaving them to the 
approaching vengeance. 
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HE golden days paſs'd radiant, over each 

new marry'd pair, led on by conjugal 
felicity, intermix'd with converſe ſublime : 
for not in beauty, alone were they pre-eminent ; 
the fair had other charms. to win the manly 
heart. In theſe damſels, their perſonal graces 
were a type of that inward excellence that 1s 
ever amiable, and which age itſelf cannot 1mpair. 


And here diſcourſe worthy of immortal beings, 
baniſh'd 
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baniſh'd that ſatiety which, in domeſtic life, 


too frequently ariſes from uniform felicity. 


Noan had conceal'd from them the afflictive 


ſentence, that imbitter'd all his joys, and even 
damp'd the pleaſure of converſing with his moſt: 


ancient friend, With but faint hopes of draw- 
ing many from the. paths of perdition, to thoſe 
of piety and virtue, he prepares to. deſcend 


to the plains of Aſſur, there to lift up his voice, 
in preaching repentance, Before his departure, 


SHEM and his brothers approaching the two 
patriarchs, with reverential awe, deſir'd that 


they, with their brides might be permitted to. 
viſit thoſe places in the midit of the mountain, 
Where the Mosr Hich had. condeſcended. to 
ſnew his effulgent preſence, when he graciouſly 


condeſcended to enter into friendly converſe with 


the firſt of men. Their view was alſo to burn 
incenſe on an altar rais'd by S1pHA, on the ſpot 
where the firſt tranſgreſſor received his awful 
ſentence. No An anſwer'd, God is omnipotent, 
He fills the earth, and the Heaven of Heavens 


cannot contain him. This place, and. yonder 
plains, equally bear the marks of his footſteps, 
and where man is, Gop is nigh him—is with 
him; yet he appears moſt ſenſibly where 

Nature 
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Nature pours forth all her bounties. Go then K 
[ diſapprove of no means of exciting in your: 
ſouls, a more lively ſenſe of his preſence. 


After reciprocal embraces, they aſcended up 
to the higher part of the mountain, while Noan 
deſcended towards the plain, where he had left. 
the gigantic race, buſily employ'd in raiſing 
2 mighty ſtruQture that was to reach to Paradiſe. 
There were the deſcendants of ELA, Ass uR and 
ARAM; there- were ſeen inur'd to labour, more 
myriads of the race of Ab Au than now Japan 
and populous China can number. Over them 
rul'd ſavage giants, the offspring of the children 
of Cain and SeTH : A divine judgment had 
enlarg'd their bodies to an enormous ſize; they 
were of abandon'd manners, of avidity inſatiate; 
and though increas'd. to many hundreds, each 
was within his territory a deſpotic prince. The. 
ſtronger had invaded the weaker, while the 
moſt mighty were in their turn repuls'd by the. 
combin'd forces of thoſe who ſingly were unable 
to oppoſe them. Thus conqueſt was continu- 
ally fluQtuating, and grim War, with horrid 
a pect, ſtalk'd from land to land, till at length 
peace was reſtor'd by the authority of Dacon, 
Which he had acquir'd by pretended miracles 
taught 
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taught him by ApRAMELEKCH. From him the 
giant race receiv'd the ſceptre, which, at his 
command, they reſign'd: againſt thoſe whom 
he curs'd they turn'd their united forces: for 
Das ox alone, the ſormidable high prieſt and 
magician, chain'd in the rage of the lawleſs 
giants, and quell'd a dominion the dread of all 
the neighbouring world. The ſtupendous ſtruc- 
ture they had erected with ſteps to enter Para- 
diſe, was rais'd on the north fide of the mountain, 
far from its proper entrance, where SATAN, the 
firſt rebel, coming in queſt of the original pa- 
rents of the human race, with inſulting leap, 
ſprung over all bounds of rock and fence, and 
alighted erect far within the bleſs'd incloſure, 
then the ſeat of innocence. This ſtructure re- 
ſembled a towering pyramid of enormous ſize; 
but the farther ſide ſeem?d hid in the mountain: 
the ſteps were parallel, extending along the huge 
pile, and on its top was a platform level with 
the blooming groves in the lower. terrace of the 
ſacred mountain. 


At the completion of their bold ſtructure, 
their hearts were ſwell'd with inſolent Joy, and 
they had already, in their vain imaginations ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of Paradiſe, when from the top 

| 2 they 
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they beheld the boaſted effects of their ſkill and 
labour disjointed, and the ſteps filled with vaſt 
impaſſable chaſms. Now on the ſpacious level 
of the ſummit they divided into ſeveral bands in 
order to range the groves of Paradiſe, and giving 
a ſhout, ſudden ruſh'd forward, to enter the 


| facred ſpot, guarded by an angelic band: but in- 


ſtantly the earth ſhook, a bellowing noiſe pro- 
ceeded from the bowels of the mountain; a 
fmoke iſſu'd from the trees, and flames darted. 
from every bough, on the foremoſt of the giants, 
without withering the leaves, which appear'd 
amidſt the fierce blaze, with freſher verdure. 
With hideous roar the giants turn'd their backs, 
all was in confuſion, and in ſudden tumult, they 
with ghaſtly looks and diſtorted limbs, precipi- 
tated each other down the deep deſcent. Thus 
from the cryſtal battlements of Heaven the rebel 
angels fled appall'd before the bolts of the ErkR- 
NAL SoN, and in wild confuſion fell, wounded 
and diſmay'd. 


Dacon wanted not words to footh their 
baffled pride. My confidence in your valour, 
faid he to thoſe who ſurviv'd their dreadful fall, 
has not been diſappointed. I thought the ſorcerer 
who withholds. the mountain from us, had call'd 

none. 
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none but atrial ſpirits to his aſſiſtance; but I find 
he has one of the etherial ; theſe are an envious 
ſervile tribe, who in Heav'n deny the power of 
all- controlling Fate, and above neceſſity place 
the Gop who wields the thunder, ſiding with 
him againſt the princes of the deep, who as 
friends to luſt and lawleſs pleaſure, we obey, 
I muſt therefore apply for aſſiſtance to higher 
powers. | 


Daco then withdrew to a dark receſs, there 
to invoke the princes of the, fiery deep. With 
ſharp pointed ſtones he lacerates his breaſt ; into 
ſtrange diſtortions writhes his limbs, and adapts 
his throat to diſcordant. tones of hateful. found. 
Long was he employ'd in thefe frantic devices, 
before the ſpirit of darkneſs, who obey'd his 
commands, appear'd. He then aſſembling the 
giants, told them that each of their potent race, 
muſt take a red-hair'd flave, either male or fe- 
male, but comely and without blemiſn; theſe they 
ſhould facrifice to Night and Erebus. The 
blood was to be receiv'd in veſſels, then mingled 
with wine, honey and the fineſt flour. With 
the blood each was alfo thrice to mark his fore- 
head, that he might be known by the black ſpirit 
his guardian in the hour of battle. 

N The 
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The command of DAG OR 's oracle well ſuited 
the ſavage temper of the giants, who with eager- 
joy obey'd, and ſoon drove a crowd of red-hair'd 
captives, with well-proportion'd limbs before 
them. Dacox impatient, orders the horrid ſacri- 
fice, and they with equal ardor plunge their long 
knives into theſe human victims; then catching 
their warm blood, thrice mark their foreheads, 
and with it alſo ſprinkle the ſteps of the ſtupend- 
ous ſtructure they had lately rais'd. The ſuper- 
ſtitious prieſt then mutter'd obſcure prayers to- 
the rulers of Erebus. The country all around 
was cover'd with the ſteam of the ſtreaming 
blood, and the bodies of the victims lay in heaps 
ready for the flames, when No An came up. 
At the ſight of this inhuman ceremony a tre- 
mulous terror ran through his veins; he aſk'd 
the meaning of theſe infernal rites, then moving 
towards an hundred kettles, in which were 
boiling blood, honey, and wine. In the midſt 
of them ſtood the diabolical ſorcerer; he plac'd: 
| himſelf full before him, and thus undaunted 
ſpake. | | 


This abomination, O Dacox, and ye in- 
fatuated multitude, was only wanting to com- 
plete 
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plete the meaſure of your guilt! Man not only 
unmindful of the ſoul, the tranſcendant gift of 
 Gop, created for eternity; not only debaſes 
himſelf to the level. of the brute ; not only wal- 
lows in ſenſuality and baniſhes reflection; but 
Oh moſt impious ! has leagued with the ſons of 
Hell againſt the Mosr Hie R, his gracious Cre- 
ator, who form'd him for happineſs, and has. 
given him every bleſſing he enjoys. Ye have 
forſaken the LORD or LIT, moſt gracious, 
moſt benign ! and fraught with frantic madneſs, 
have in ſpight of nature, of reaſon, of gratitude, 
choſen for your gods thoſe ſpirits of darkneſs who 
once, near the empyrean throne, in full view of 
the works of the ErERN AL, could queſtion his 
omnipreſence, and weakly preſum'd themſelves 
a match for Omnipotence ; but flying from the 
thunder of the Son oF Gop,. were hurl'd down 
to bottomleſs perdition, and doom'd to dwell in 
flaming ſulphur unconſum'd. Theſe — theſe 
ye have choſen for your-gods, and deſpiſing the 
bright glories of the celeſtial world, and all the 
refin'd pleaſures of Heaven, chuſe to dwell with 
theſe abandon'd ſpirits in adamantine chains and 


penal fire. Thus the vanquiſh'd enemy of 
the ETERNAL triumphs over the folly of mankind. 
| The 
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The infernals acting from envy and revenge have 
imagin'd, that by defeating the gracious deſigns of 
- Heaven, they ſhall damp the joy of the celeſtial 
ſpirits at their fall and have weakly thought, that 
by obtaining companions in puniſhment, their 
torments would be abated by participation ; and 
all the dreadful agonies you will feel, alleviate 
their miſery ; while they ſhall triumph in diſ- 
appointing the gracious, the benevolent deſigns 
of their and your CREATOR, and all His views 
of communicating happineſs. Yet ye, enemies 
to the Mosr HH Gop, the OMxieoTEnT 
and the ETERNAL, enemies to yourſelves, deaf 
to the voice of reaſon, of ſelf- love, of gratitude, 
of honour, have join'd with theſe proud, theſe 
rebellious, theſe miſerable apoſtates ! But hear, 
O man, and wonder! amidſt ſuch ingratitude, 
Gop whom ye have forſaken, and whoſe mercy 
ye have abus'd, ſtill continues to be gracious : 
though. you court your ruin, He conſults your 
happineſs, and has graciouſly condeſcended to 
ſend me to warn you in His name, inſtantly to 
break off all connection with Sar Ax, your moſt 
dangerous enemy, and turn to your indulgent 
CREATOR, in whoſe love is permanent felicity. 
He offers pardon to all who hear His monitory 

voice, 
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voice, humble themſelves by repentance, and 
forſake their ſins; but thoſe who reject His of- 
fer'd mercy and neglect this day of grace, ſhall 
periſh. Already is the ſentence gone forth, and 
an overwhelming deluge ſhall deſtroy the aſſoci- 
ates of SATAN from the face of the earth. 


DacoN, with eyes flaming with rage, thus 
replay'd, Is it thou, rebel, who after being many 
years conceal'd, dareſt thus to appear before my 
face? All this time thou haſt, doubtleſs, lurk'd 
in that magic garden, where viſionary cherubs, 
form'd by thy charms, keep guard, and where 
thou haſt ſhrouded the buſhes with the flames 
that burnt theſe brave warriors, who ſuſpected no 
ſuch mean artifice. But no longer ſhall they keep 
poſſeſſion of the mountain; for we alſo have our 
gods, whom unfathomable Orchus obeys. Theſe 
are the ſons of Heaven, unjuſtly expell'd from 
thence : they there declar'd for all-ruling Deſtiny, 
and refus'd the homage demanded by the c ELEs- 
TIAL KING, though they were His equals in 
freedom, if not in power and ſtate; trifles oft 
diſtin from reaſon and right to rule: Thus 
how exuberant 1s the opaque earth, while the 
ſun ſo bright is ſteril amidſt its radiance ! He ſent 
againſt them hoſts of ſervile ſpirits, blindly obe- 

dient 
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dient to His commands, and during two celeſtial 
days, anxious view'd the doubtful combat, till 
by more potent engines, he drove them to a diſ- 
tant part of Chaos. Yet could not Orchus 
confine them ; for no ſooner had Deſtiny pro- 
duc'd the earth, than they boldly iſſu'd forth 
through the gates of Hell, travers'd the chaotic 
waſte, and paſs'd the immenſe ſpace, where rolls 
the glitt'ring ſtars, till earth receiv'd them in its 
balmy boſom : where had not SAT AN inſpir'd 
Apam with the noble reſolution of eating of 
the tree of knowledge, we had ſtill grovell'd in 
our original ignorance, Such, thou timid wretch, 
are the Satanites, from whom thou would'ſt ali- 
enate us, and whom with ſlanderous tongue, 
thou term'ſt the enemies of man. They juſtly 
hate the KinG or Heaven, and all his crouch- 
ing ſlaves, who drove them from their celeſtial 
abodes : who perſecutes them with inceſſant ran- 
cour, for their heroic courage, in defence of that 
liberty which is their birth-right, and the gift of 
Deftiny. They have given us proofs of their 
amicable diſpoſitions, which call for returns of 
gratitude ; and ſhall we reje& friends, thus free, 
becauſe they fought againſt a ſtronger enemy? 


No, we are above ſiding a party, only becauſe the 
ever 


144  QO i I Book V, 


ever-varying chance of war has favoured them. 
We are not ſway'd by ſucceſs, therefore attempt 
no more to detach us from our friends, who long 
have deſerv'd our offer'd incenſe, and human 
victims; the fumes of whoſe warm blood convey 
a grateful ſmell to their noſtrils, and draw 
them to us from their hallow'd abyſs: Already 
the great etherial forms ſtand round inhaling the 
delicious vapour. An heroic group of theſe im- 
mortals declare themſelves ready to aid the giants, 
I fee them, though they are inviſible to thy dull 
eye; but thou ſhalt ſee and feel them force every 
fence and mound of thine enchanted garden. 
W hat SATAN has perform'd alone, to their unit- 
ed force, is eaſy. It is now of more importance 
for us to be maſters of the mountain, that from 
its towering ſummit we may with deriſion behold 
the flood thou threateneſt ſhall ſweep mankind 
from the delug'd earth. This will doubtleſs come 
to paſs, when a link of that inviſible chain, by 
which Deſtiny has hung the earth to Heaven's 
lofty dome, ſhall break, the earth neglected 
fall, and ocean overwhelm the land. Did thy 
barren brain want a ſolitude of an hundred years 
to forge fo groſs a lye? However, return from 

whence 
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whence thou cam'ſt, and tell thy cherubs to ex- 
pect us in cloſe array. 


Thus ſpake DAG ON, who having ended, the 
multitude wildly ſhouted: their applauſe. But 
No AH undaunted, ſtill higher rais'd his moni- 
_ tory voice. | | 


No other proof is wanting of SaTAN's love 
to man than what your eyes behold : theſe piles 
of mangled bodies, theſe ſteaming cauldrons, 
from which human blood ſends forth a ſmell fo 
grateful to the noſtrils of theſe thine infernal 
friends, No wonder they reſort to ſuch a ſavage 
banquet. Such are the angels, whom ye ſtile 
your gods, and on whom you place your confi- 
dence. If you adhere to them, one day their 
manſion ſhall receive you. For your reception 
the gates of Hell, will be open'd wide, and its 
chiefs go forth to meet you. Thus time 1s at 
hand. But oh! repent | repent ! Slight not the 
ſhort ſpace for repentance now left by that gra- 
cious Power, who returns love for hatred. Dur- 
ing a few days more, the way to repentance 
lies open; but theſe expir'd, the gate of grace 
will be for ever ſhut, and when ſhut, no man 
can open it. I ſhudder at the thought. O de- 

S H plorable 
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plorable effect of harden'd impiety ! deſtruction 
| ſhall ſpread its ſable wings, and an inundation 
. ſhall cover the whole terraqueous globe: the ve- 
ry garden of Gop, with all its ſmiling groves, 
and fragrant bowers, ſhall be involv'd in the uni- 
verſal ruin. Repent! Repent ! for all fleſh 
| ſhall die. O turn to the LoRp, and he will 
have mercy ! Bleſſed is he, who by a ſpeedy 
repentance, ſhall efcape the day of wrath. 


Thus to that ſavage race, the benevolent 
Noan, with pious zeal, preached . repentance, 
but without avail. Of ſo many myriads of ſin- 
ners, none lent an attentive ear. By the ſide of 
Dacox flood Oc, his chief confidant, and 
preſumptive ſucceſſor to the high prieſt's throne. 
He had been his firſt diſciple, and was privy to all 
his impoſtures. Once, enraged at Noan's de- 
tection of his frauds, he had ſworn to preſent his 
head to Dacox. In the thickeſt gloom of the 
night, he went with murderous purpoſe, into 
Noan's tent; but the Loxp, who watches 
over his ſervants; diſorder'd the faculties of his 
mind; inſtead of Noan, he bound a ram, and 
ſevering its head from its body, brought it in tri- 
umph to DAG ON. Now, with frantic language, 

- C he 
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he ſteps forth, and thus utters the wild effuſions 
of his diſtemper'd brain. 


What prophetic language flows from Noan's 
lips ! but by denouncing diſgrace and calamity, 
he only excites the indignation of the chiefs. 
Prophets prove their miſſion by miracles, and 
ſupernatural ſigns. Thus Dacon turn'd his 
wand into a many-headed hydra ; at Putniel he 
ſpake, and from the labouring rock came forth 
a camel. If thou art a prophet of Gop, exhi- 
bit the like tokens. To the friend of the Gon 
or HEAVEN to the men over whom the che- 
rubs watch, the gift of miracles is not deny'd— 
Shew then thy ſupernatural powers, and we 
will reverence thee. Call down the moon from 
the azure ſky, bid it paſs by thee, and, bowing, 
hail thee prophet of Gop. After this ſalutation, 
divide it in half, dart one part eaſtward and the 
other towards the weſt, but firſt let them play 
in the air with the agilty of the graſs-hopper. 
At length unite them again, and ſend them to fill 
their former place. 7 


Noa ſternly reply'd, thou requireſt abſurdi- 
ties, the viſionary chimeras of a diſtemper'd 
brain. The token of my miſſion is the ark, 

H 2 which 
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which buoyant amidſt the ſwelling waves, ſhall | 
ſave me from that deſtruction, in which thou, 
repenting too late, ſhalt be ingulph'd. Yet 
that thou may ſt not delay, but being convinc'd 
of my miſſion, mayſt repent of thy ſins, and 
turn to the LORD, I will give thee a token, that 
will not break the order and harmony of nature. 
It is the will of the Mostr Hic, who has ſent 
me, that when J lift up this ſtaff towards the 
ſtructure Which ye vainly boaſt riſes to the 
ſmiling groves of Paradiſe, the earth ſhall ſink 
under the aſpiring pile, its foundations fail, and 
not one ſtone be left on another. | 


Noa then calling on the Lok p, ftretch'd 
out his ſtaff. Inſtantly the earth ſinks under 
the ſtupendous pile, the ſummit totters, the whole 
ſhakes, every ſtep disjointed falls, and not one 
ſtone is left upon another, while the noife of its 
fall is ſucceeded by ſubterranean thunder. Grief 
and indignation ſeiz'd the giants at beholding the 
effects of their wonderous ſtrength, and all their 
hopes reduc'd to ruin. Gos ſtood near: he 
was deſcended from Raynas, a formidable 
chief, and with him was PEREZ his confidant; 
_ theſe had delighted in ſeizing the bewilder'd tra- 
veller, and ſplitting a pine, left him three days 

with 
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with his hands compreſs'd in the cloſing chaſm. 
GoG now with impotent rage, ſtretch'd out his 
arm againſt: Noam, but was unable to firike the 
blow: his arm was inſtantly depriv'd of: 
motion, till at Noan's touch, animating life 
return'd. 


Das ox, ſeeing himſelf expos'd to ſhame, 
in the preſence of the giants, while his pretended 
gods lent him no aſſiſtance, thus adcreſs'd the 
perplex'd aſſembly : Our pile ſunk. under its own 
weight; for the earth underneath being hollow, 
fell in. This Noa had either obſerv'd, or was 
inform'd of by a cherub; and it is eaſy to foretel, 
what if not foretold, would come to paſs. But 
O ye kings! why do we delay the completion 
of theſe ſacred rites? your eyes are ſurely not 
faſcinated: See here is ADRAMELECH ; from 
him expect aid more powerful than that of hu- 
man ſtrength. 


They now proceeded with the horrid ſolem- 
nity, and the pureſt blood of Balharan and 
Talaſſar, ſtained their altars. Noar, ſhock'd 
at the fight, and dejected at his ill ſucceſs, 
withdrew diſconſolate. When, pleas'd with the 
fumes of the offer'd blood, AbRAMELE CH thus 

H 3 ſpake : 
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ſpake : O my friends, ill ſhould we deſerve this 
exhilerating draught, did we ſuffer this people 
thus to be inſulted in our ſight, and not avenge 
them. Our exalted minds, are no leſs ſtrangers 
to fear on Earth than in Heav'n, where amidſt 
disfiguring wounds, we gain'd immortal ap- 
plauſe. If I have rightly read the tables of 
Fate, the triumphs of the celeſtial ſpirits are 
limitted to Heaven, while on Earth they are 
ſubject to defeat. Come then, and let us try 
whether our ſtrength be impair'd. We will 
build a ſpacious veſſel in the air, that ſhall be 
mann'd by the giants; denſe clouds ſhall bear it 
aloft, and our breath waft it to the higheſt terras 
of the mountains. 


The wild project pleaſes : The infernal ſpirits 
urge the work, and ſuddenly from the air deſ- 
cends a veſſel of bulk more enormous than ever 
in theſe later ages plow'd the ocean, provided 
with maſts and flags, galleries and lofty cabbins, 
Denſe clouds hovering below bore up the bend- 
ing keel. On the decks were ſeen gigantic 
forms in glittering armour clad, with attentive 
pilots, all airy phantoms. The mighty ſtruc- 
ture, having deſcended to the earth, ApRa- 
 MELECH plac'd himſelf by its lofty fide, and with 
reſolute voice, thus ſpake. 

| We 
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We ſhould injure you, our friends, did we not 
admit you aſſociates in this glorious enterprize 
againſt Paradiſe— Vour interefts carry us thi- 
ther. Our victories are yours — in your com- 
pany our courage ſhall not relax, and you in 
ours, will exert your uſual vigour. 


Then taking Da ON by the hand, he enter'd 
the ſhip ; the others follow'd in regular order. 
Now with the ſwelling clouds, riſes the floating 
ſtructure. At firſt, in meandring courſe, it 
flowly moves amidſt the ſhouts of the croud, 
who ftanding below, gaze aſtoniſn'd. When 
high in the air, oppoſite the middle of the moun- 
tain, . the clouds ruſh'd towards it, and the 
ethereal pilots ſpread every ſail, while to the 


ſhip, they fix wings inviſible, though ſeen by 


the cherubs, the guards of Paradiſe ; who con- 
dent of an eaſy victory, waited their approach. 
Noan's ſons then paſſing along the middle part 
of the paradiſaic mountain, with amazement 
beheld the flying ſhip, which now ſoaring ap- 
proached the ſacred groves, and heroic feats were 
ready to be perform'd, when the Omnieo TENT 
ſhewing RAPHAEL the hoſtile machine, thus 
Ipake. 
H 4 | See 
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See thou, RAPHAEL, that veſſel crouded 
with infernal ſpirits and frail men, intent to af- 
fault and ravage the Paradiſe I have enclos'd, 
continuing on earth, the war by which they 
have forfeited Heaven. Spread my net, and 
ſink them in the depth of the ſea, where ſeal'd 
by the ring of omnipotence, nine hundred years 
ſhall they lie immers'd. At the ſame time, Gon 
gave him the plan of the ark, with private direc- 
tions for Noan. 


From the celeſtial arſenal R ayH arr took the 
wonderous net, which at once whole realms 
o'erſpreads, yet in texture more fine than the 
ſpider's viſcid thread, eſcapes even SAT Ax's 
prying eye. The ſeraph with joyful diligence, 
wide ſpread the ſubtile ſnare, and in it caught 
the whole infernal troop : But the ſlight web 
holds not the material body. Among the enſnar'd 
demons, was one abſorb'd in miſery, his con- 
ſcience tortur'd by an ever-gnawing worm, he 
hated SATAN, for ſeducing him to revolt, and 
more hated was he by every ſpirit of the abyſs, 
for reproaching them with offenſive freedom 
on their ambitious ingratitude againſt the ET ER- 


NAL. On no malignant purpoſe had he viſited | 
the 
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the earth, his immenſe miſery ſolely engroſs'd 
his thoughts, yet amidſt his affliction, ſome 
tears he is ſaid to have dropp'd for man, when 
the arch rebel exulting, reported to the aſſembly 
of Hell, his ſucceſsful wiles in Eden againſt the 
firſt human pair. Him entangled, the angel 
releas'd, then ſealing the net, ſunk them where 
the fathomleſs. deep circumvolves the ſouth 


pole. 


No ſooner was the net ſpread over the atrial 
ſhip, and its infernal crew, than its ſteerage 
ceaſing, it over-turned, and into the fluid air, 
caſt the giants, who fell to the earth at the foot- 
of the mount, to which Noan was then draw- 
ing near. Thus, in after time, into the Icarian 
ſea, fell the preſumptuous ſon of DzpaLvs, 
whoſe waxen wings were melted by the ſolar 
rays. The camp below ſeeing the fall of the 
inverted ſhip, fill'd the adjacent region with 
hideous cries and yells: but ſoon diſpers'd in 
queſt of their fallen chiefs, whom they found 
transfix'd to the pointed peaks of rocks; lying 
on the cedars top, or daſh'd in pieces on the 
ruins of their marble ſteps, while thoſe who 
furviv'd, wild with pain, curs'd Gon, Sar AN 
and themſelves, Dac ox had fallen near NoAR, 

1 his 
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his limbs were broken, and the ſtreaming blood 
ran from his wounds. Thus long after fell be- 
fore the ark of the covenant, the idol that bore 
his name. No Au perceiving that the hand of 
death was upon him, exhorted him, in pathetic 
ſtrains, to lament his league with Hell, and im- 
plore the mercy of the MosT Hicn ; If thou 
renounceſt SATAN, cry'd he, make ſome ſign; 
but he exhorted him in vain, and he, without a 
ſign, expir'd. 


The giants, on beholding the death of Da con, 
preſented: themſelves before Noan, with fear 
and reverence, The preſumptuous OG himſelf 
bow'd to the earth, and thus ſpake ſubmiſſive ; 
We muſt acknowledge that thy Gop alone, is 
ſpperior to all ours. He is Gop of the moun- 
tains, and of the plains, ours only below. This 
was decreed by Deſtiny ; But alas, why did we 
engage in a conteſt with the gods, who could 
receive no aſſiſtance, or harm from the aid of 
mortals | We therefore ſue for a peace, between 
tte inhabitants of the inacceſſible mountain, and 
us of the plains. Be the mountain thine : we 
will obſerve the diſtance from it thou ſhalt pre- 
ſcribe, only pray to thy Gop to withdraw from 
us, and do thou thyſelf return to Paradiſe, left 


ve 
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we all periſh : for His deſtroying hand lies hea- 
* on us. All we offer to our gods is the fat 
of goats and ſwine, with the blood of human 
vietims, : 


Thus ſupplicated the unhappy ; and No An 
reply'd, The Gop I ſerve is Lorxp of the air, 
the mountains and the plains: The Gop of 
Sr n and of Anzl, for whoſe murder he pun- 
iſh'd the unnatural Cain . He is the only Gop, 
the ETERNAL AMIGO HT Y Lox of Heaven and 
Earth, immutable, and without variation, or 
the ſnadow of change. Before the ſtars were 


form'd ; before even the heavenly hoſt were 


brought into being, He was ſupremely bleſs'd ; 
and ſelf-ſufficient, enjoy'd an eternity alone, 
and with' one thought penetrated through the 
ages of futurity. His all-ſeeing eye diſcern'd 
every poſhble effect, the confequences, relations, 


and proportions of all things. What ye call 


Deſtiny, . Fate, or Neceſſity, and impiouſly 
place above Him, He faw, He knew, He per- 
mitted, He | ordained. Him, who gave you 
life and motion, the CREATOR of angels and of 
men—Him, whoſe goodneſs, all his wondrous 
works proclaim, ye reject, and madly entreat 


ta. depart from you. And for whom? For 


- Saran 
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| SATAN the enemy of Gop and man, Alas! 
I ſee you loſt, and ye children of death, ſwal- 
low'd up by the waves. The ſentence you have 
drawn upon yourſelves, by your impious requeſt, 
It is heard, I fear Gop is withdrawn from you, 
and will no longer wait to be gracious. I there- 
fore haſte to preſent myſelf before him, that at 
the approaching deluge, I may not be found in 
your company, and periſh with you. No An 
now return'd, and left them to the approaching 
vengeance of the MosT Hicn. 


— 
— 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


RAPHAEL gives NoAn the plan of the ark, and 

informs him, that before the flood covers the 

earth, one dear to him ſhall die. No AH 

informs SiyhA and M1Lcan of his ill ſuc- 

ceſs, and the certain deſtruction of mankind, 

und at laſt lets them know that before the 
flood one dear to him would enter Heaven. 

They both hear the news with joy, each 

hoping to be the happy perſon. RapHAEL. 

orders the giants to bring the timber for the 
ark to the gate of Paradiſe," The youths | 
are ſhew'd by their brides the remarkable 
places in the upper part of the paradiſaic 
mount. No An, Sina, and Mil can, 
aſcend thither to perform a ſolemn act of de- 
votion, when Jar nern, in the name of the. 
teſt, propoſes to, his father their removal to 
Stpna's dwelling ing, on which NO An es 
them of the approaching deluge. Mean- while 
the devout MiLc an being ſhewn the em 
balmed body of MEHIT ABEL, expreſſes her. 
deſire to join her in the regions of the bleſſed, . 
and tellsS1PH A's daughters of the approaching 
deſtruction. No An now divided his ſmall 
company, gives them their different employ- 
ments. HA“s conjectures on the proceſs of 
the great event. 
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A T the gate of Paradiſe, the besen it 
RAPHAEL waited firm and intrepid, while 
the cherubic guards, fill'd with reverence, ſtood 
on each fide. On Noan's approach, the ſe- 
raph, with a graceful ſmile, thus addreſs'd the 
holy patriarch. My deſcent, O No ax, to this 
earth, where 1 have « convers'd with the degene- 
rate race eof man, is fu y c com penſated by my 

1 FT ſeeing 


*- - 


180 X Book VE. 


ſeeing how worthy thou art of Heaven's: diſtin-. 
guiſh'd favour. When this earth ſhall be diſ- 
ſolv'd, and cover'd by an univerſal deluge, thou 
and thy family ſhall live. This, Gop, who is 
Truth itſelf, has declar'd. Here is the plan of 
the ſtructure appointed by the MosT HIGH for. 
thy deliverance. Thine be the work to build: 
the ark. Its length, breadth, and height; its: 
three ſtories; its windows. for admitting light; 
its cabbins and ſtore-rooms are all here expreſs'd : 
The roof muſt terminate in a ridge, the door be 
in the ſide, and the whole thou ſhalt carefully 
cover with viſcid bitumen. The planks and 
bother materials Iwill procure. Food for man, 
beaſts and birds, thou, not unaſſiſted by Hea- 
ven's all- guiding hand, ſhalt provide; it being 
the Divine purpoſe to preſerve their ſeveral: 
ſpecies: ſeven pair of the clean, of the; unclean 
only two, which Gop himſelf will cauſe to enter 
the ark at the approach of the terrible day of his 
wrath. That day, I ſhall hereafter, make known. 
to thee. But before it appears, the angel of 
Death. wil; ſtrike, one dear to thine heart, 
who ſhall joyfully enter the celeſtial world. The 
eye of the ALMIGHTY is upon, thee. I am, 
charged to guide thy ſteps, and ' tho? inviſible, 


ſhall be always near thee in the ſeaſon of diſtreſs, 
\ and 
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and ſhall ſometimes appear before thee in the 
human form. He then diſmiſs'd the patriarch, 
who. involv'd in thoughts profound, ſlowly 
mov'd to his dwelling. 


SIPHA and Milch went out to meet him 
among the trees, which before his houſe, 
preſerv'd a grateful coolneſs, and at once ob- 
ſcur'd the anxiety that ſpread furrows on his 
venerable front. Noan related to them the 
daring conduct of the atheiſtical giants, their 
league with Hell, their inhuman ſacrifice, and 
wild attempt to enter Paradiſe, with their 
dreadful fall: the obduracy of the people which 
left no room for the mercy of the Mosr HIGH, 
who had therefore ſentenc'd to deſtruction, all 
the kindreds of mankind, except thoſe who 
found refuge in the ark, the conſtruction of 
which was contriv'd by Him who poiz'd the 
earth on its centre, and gave luſtre to the fun 
and ſtars. 


With pale diſmay and trembling horror, they 
heard him mention thoſe fins, which riſing from 
the depth of Hell, rais'd their aſpiring heads to 
Heaven. S1eHa at length recovering from his 


dumb amazement cry'd, O Divine patience, 
how 
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how wonderful doſt thou appear! An hundred 
years reſpite has been given to theſe abandon'd- 
ſinners; and thy perſuaſive voice, O Noan, 
has aſſail'd their hearts in vain! With mad 
phrenzy have they oppos'd the diQates of 
heavenly truth. Now to the obdurate, Gop. 
holds out the cup of wrath, and all hope is de- 
parted from them. But ſhould any ſtill turn 
from the path of vice, hear His gracious call, 
and implore His mercy, He will ſurely liften- 
to the voice of their repentance : He. hears a- 
midſt the bellowing ſtorm; is preſent amidſt 
the tumultuous waves, and His hand reaches to 
the depth of the abyſs, . Prais'd he. the Mosr 
HIGH, who deſtroys, and who faves; when- 
the waters ſhall roll over the wicked, thou and 
thy family, ſhall ſleep in peace and ſafety, 


Noan, obſerving with pleaſure, that the 
minds of SIPHA, and Mrcan were compos'd 
and reſign'd, proceeded to make known the 
concluſion of the angel's.. diſcourſe, that be- 
fore the deluge, death would deprive. him of a 
dear relation, who ſhould be remov'd to the 
ſeat of _ endleſs joy. This they both heard with 
pleas'd ſerenity, each wiſhing to be the happy 
perſon, . Could I ſaid MiLcAan, while confin'd 

within 
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within the ark's narrow ſpace, amidſt the how- 
ling tempeſt, and the roaring waves, find full 
conſolation and delight in the company of my 
belov'd Noan, and no leſs below'd* chil- 
dren—could I, unmov'd, hear the impetuous 
ſurge beat againſt its ſides, and ſee the floating 
bodies of my fellow creatures all around, yet 
would thoſe days be to me ſuperfluous. Alas! 
what ſalutary counſels, what fortitude, can fe- 
male weakneſs inſpire? 'The day of wrath re- 
quires an elevated ſoul, and all the long experi- 
enc'd virtues of the pious SIP HA, Pleas'd ſhall I lay 
down my leſs important life to purchaſe for 
No an that valuable friend, of whom he, during 
ſucceſſive ages, has been depriv'd. 


No, reply'd S1PHA, the preference of death 
is due to me, who have long ſince loſt the half 
of my life, my dear MgniTABEL. She calls 
me, and aſks, why this long delay? I am on 
the earth, like a tree, one fide of which is dead: 
But ſhould death lay his withering hands on the. 
good Noan's other ſelf, he then, like me, 
would be but half alive, On my death,, my 
daughters will enjoy another father in Noan; 
but Mi.can, fhould't thou die, where, Oh 


where will they find another mother, tenderly 
to 
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to aſſiſt them in the hour of child-birth? a- 
midſt the terrors of the day of wrath thy chear- 
ing affection will ſmooth the wrinkles on No- 
An's brow, and diffuſe tranquillity through his- 
agitated foul, Long have I trod the earth, 
and death will not rob me of the ſprightly years 
of youth. His darts have flown around me; 
his gaping pit have I ſeen, and undiſmay'd\ 
look'd down into the dread abyſs. 


Thus they affectionately contended, . while 
Noan, melted at the thought, that ſoon the 
wife of his boſom, er his boſom friend, would 
no longer greet his longing eyes. But recol- 
lecting, that whether death depriv'd bim of his 
wife or friend, the bleſs'd ſpirit would go to 
Lamtcn's embrace, in the fields of light, and 
enjoy the raptures that riſe in the preſence 
of the Mo sr HIGH, his foul roſe above its firſt 
afffictive emotions, and he thus ſpake: | 


Which ever of the two, Death with his: 
leaden dart ſhall ſtrike, to me it will be a heart- 
piercing ſtroke. I loſe either the faireſt: 
flower. of heaven-born friendſhip,, or her to 
whom, I owe the delight of my life, which, 


without her is vanity and trouble—her who has, 
| borne: 
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borne me children, thoſe endearing comforts, 
and has been my companion through a long 
ſeries of years. Were I to attempt to chooſe 
which ſhould leave me, on whom could I fix my 
choice? My heart ſhuddering recoils at the loſs 
of either, nor could I ever chooſe which ſhould 
leave me. Neither, my belov'd, do ye preſume 
to chooſe, let the choice be refer'd to Him who 
is moſt, wiſe, all-merciful and gracious. It is 
our duty to acquieſce in his will. If he would 
have us ſtay longer on earth, let us ſubmit with 
patient reſignation, and on his calling us hence, 
to a more exalted ſtate with our fathers, in the 
: bliſsful regions of Heaven, let us rejoice .in our 
-Temoval. 


[RAPHAEL had deſcended into the plain, 
where, ſeated by a river ſide, he found two 
men of enormous ſtrength and ſtature, equally 
diſtinguiſh'd by their ſavage impiety. Their 
«diſcourſe turn'd on their defeat. With indigna- 
tion they pour'd forth their execrations againſt 
Deſtiny, the god they ador'd, as being regard- 
leſs of courage, and ungrateful to merit; equally 
venting their blaſphemies againſt the Mosr 
Hrcn. One of thoſe was Gos, who had lif- 
ted up his hand againſt Noan, the other PE- 

KEZ, 
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REA, his companion, who was famous for en- 
countering the lion. Both had been in the ſhip, 
and in falling from it, ow'd their preſervation 
to the depth of a river, into which they fell. The 
divine meſſenger approach'd them without any 
of the awe and dread fo pleaſing to that formida- 
ble race. Are ye ſtill here, ſaid the angel, He 
whoſe degree binds Deſtiny, your ſenſeleſs idol, 
commands thee Goc, and the reſt of ADRAME- 
' LECH's fordid ſlaves, to carry to the gate of Pa- 
radiſe, a hundred beams, and three hundred ſawn 
planks of the ftraiteſt Gopher wood, all well 
planed. Let me fee no delay; for fhould the 
leaſt murmur eſcape you, I'll ſplit an oak, and 
during three days, keep ye confin'd within its 
knotty centre. The giants trembling, ſuppli- 
cated pardon, and fear produc'd ready obedience. 
In the giants magazine, was at that time great 
ſtore of beams, and planks fitted for various mi- 
litary uſes. Of the longeſt of theſe, Gos, Px- 
REZ, and others of the gigantic race took the 
number requir'd, and without a frown or mur- 
mur, carry'd them on their ſhoulders to the 


gate. 


In the mean time Noan's ſons viſited the 


plains conſecrated by the preſence of the firſt 
human 
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human pair, while in the ſtate of innocence. 
Cloſe by the delightful garden which encom- 
paſs'd S1iPHA's manſion, was a lake clear as the 
vaulted ſky, form'd by a lofty caſcade, which 
pour'd its waters in tranſlucent ſheets from the 
- marble cliffs, with a pleaſing rapidity, and then — 
ſpread over the land between banks of fragrant 
ſhrubs, and ever-blooming flowers. As they 
were walking on the banks, KERENHAPU CH, ob- 
ſerv'd, that it was here Eve firſt ſaw her beau- 
teous form, and enraptur'd at the lovely image, 
ſtreteh'd out her arms to embrace it; but the fair 
ſhadow flying from her embrace, ſhe: claſp'dion- 
ly the yielding water, and the lovely appearance 
-vaniſh'd with its agitated ſurface : but this de- 
luſion was ſoon | ſucceeded by a pleaſing reality; 
ſhe being led by an invincible guide, where no 
deceptive ſhadow was preſented ; but man of 
whom ſhe was form'd, who, under thoſe lofty 
' palm-trees, : waited to embrace her. Though 
ſhe thought him leſs lovely than the fair watry 
image, his manly graces ſtole into her heart. She 
lov'd.— Doubtleſs interrupted Ham, ſhe lov'd 
him, above all except the ſweet ſhadowy form, 
. which on her attempting to touch had ſo deceiv'd 
her. Happy would it have been, had he been 
not 
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not worſe deceiv'd by the beauty of the fair ori- 
ginal! 


Towards the ſouth end of the liquid expanſe, 
where it was border'd by a grove of myrtles, was 
a ſtill more delightful ſpot, where flexible branch- 
es of various growth interweaving, form'd a de- 
lightful bower for Apam. In this place, ſaid 
'THAMAR to her ſpouſe, the firſt man, when riſ- 
ing compleat from his CREAToR's forming hand, 
found himſelf reclin'd on a flowery couch, and 
firſt became ſenſible of his exiſtence, Leaping 
up, and ſmiling with joy, he there firſt offerꝰd up 
his grateful praife to his all gracious CREATOR. 
The Did E Bzinc, who implanted his high 
rais'd faculties, and all his noble mental powers, 
obſerv'd his inexpreſſible raptures, when form'd 
from inanimate clay, he firſt felt himſelf warm 
with vital heat, and capable of motion. Admir- 
ing he views the ample azure vault, the world's 
refulgent eye, the trees, ſnrubs and plants loaded 
with bluſhing fruit, and every glowing flower. 
Joyful he breathes the fragrant air, and with his 
firſt accents hails heaven and earth, and trees and 
flowers. He pauſes, he thinks— thinks on the 
hand Di vi Nx which had form'd him thus, and of 


him wondering aſks the ſky, the earth and trees. 
Then 
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Then his gracious Cx Ar ox condeſcended to ap- 
pear before him, and with him to hold diſcourſe, 
giving him the law, by which only one tree of 
the garden was forbidden, of all elſe declaring 
him the juſt proprietor. The breath of the LORD 
imparted ſuperior purity to the ſalubrious air, 
while he called the animals before him, to pay 
him ſubjection, and from him to receive their 
names. When ſeeing none among the numerous 
tribes that afforded the means of ſweet intercourſe 
of ſoul, he made known his want, and. bounte- 
ouſly was that want fupply'd, when waking 
from his firſt ſleep, he ſaw before him, the beau- 


teous mother of the human race; and, tranſ- 


ported, led her to the nuptial bower. 


Noan's family, with reverence trod the ſa- 
cred place, and kneeling prais'd the D1iv1NE 
benignity, which after creating the flaming ſe- 
raph, and the bright cherub, with all the radiant 
hoſt of Heaven, ceas'd not, but form'd man, 


earthly, yet half divine, reſembling thoſe bright 


ſpirits of heavenly birth; and when incautious 
he disfigur'd the image of his great CRxArT or, 
bounteouſly renew'd that image in him. They 
then penſive, mov'd towards the entrance of the 
bower, the ſides of which were once compos'd 
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of ſpicy - ſhrubs, intermix'd with the iris, the 
roſe and jeſſamine, while the floor was inlaid 
with the violet, crocus, and hyacinth. But af- 
ter the fall of guilty man, the fragrant ſhrubs 
loſt their cdours, the iris, roſe and jeſſamine, 
ſhed their vivid leaves, and the violet and cro- 
cus, wither'd. 


Beyond the plain aroſe in gentle ſlope, a walk 
of ſtately cedars, winding round a lofty eminence. 
Hand in hand, through the umbrageous aſcent, 
the lovely couples ſlowly walk' d. Here no pro- 
jecting buſh intruded on the path. The ſummit 
open'd to them a ſmall level plain, adorn'd with 
dwarf ſhrubs and trees, the orange, the citron 
and cinnamon, with many others diffuſing odours 
all around, from flowers and fruit ever blooming 
and ever ripe. Here with extreme delight they 
view'd the lovely garden below, more beauteous 
than the moſt elegant tapeſtry: while birds of 
various feather, ting'd with ſcarlet, blue, green, 


and gold, in wanton circles flew over their heads, 
as if pleas'd that the vary'd luſtre of their plum- 
age was view'd by man. In the centre of this 
inchanting ſpot, high above the ſhrubs, two trees - 
rear'd their towering heads, but were blaſted, 


bare of leaves and fruit, while every other vege- 
table 
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table appear'd gay, and ſmil'd with unfading 
beauties. This, ſaid DzBoRAH, pointing to 
one, once produc'd ambroſial fruit, which im- 
parted an inceſſant flow of immortal activity; 
but the fruit of the other was ſtill more preci- 
ous, it enlarging the mental powers, fitting 
them for ſublime contemplation, and profound 
reſearches after knowledge. Both were planted 
for the uſe of man, had he not with preſump- 
tuous diſobedience pluck'd the latter before the 
all-wiſe CREATOR had revok'd his ſtrict and 
awful prohibition. On this treſpaſs, the Al- 


MIGATY curs'd both the trees, and no ſcion of 


theſe has ever proſper'd on hill or plain. 


Ham reply'd, where was Apam's ſublime 
underſtanding, when meanly yieldirg to female 
beauty, he, contrary to his better knowledge, 
and regardleſs of the tremendous command of his 
great CREATOR, ate of the forbidden tree. Is 
the mind of man ſo prone to bend to her who is 
bone of his bone? While he was ſpeaking he 
ſaw two ſerpents ſliding in mazy volumes thro? 
the herbage, on which he reſum'd, ſuch perhaps 
was the diſguiſe SATAN aſſum'd to convey his 
too ſucceſsful temptations. Amidft all their vi- 
vid colours, how hateful 1s the ſight of theſe 

I 2 tools 
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tools of infernal malice, to ruin Evs, How un- 
happy was it that female beauty concurr'd in the 
_ deceit! 


| THAMAR with. conſcious ſhame, heard the 
reproach, and thus reply'd. Alas! Eve, by her 
tranſgreſſion, has diſhonour'd the female ſex, 
and Ab Au thine, - | Difficult is it to conceive 
how both, abandoning wiſdom. and their duty to 
| their gracious CREATOR, ſhould thus fink into 
guilt and error. ApAaM's treſpaſs admits of no 
defence, much leſs does that of Eve. Man in 
the full tide of. paſſion. loſt, ſinn'd againſt his 
Makrk; but woman, with coolneſs and calm de- 
liberation. Eve was deceiv'd by the ſerpent utter- 
ing human ſpeech, and the poor forg'd tale, by 
which he acquir'd voice and reaſon; weak pre- 
tence! how abſurd the hope of becoming equal 
to the Ox IPOTEN TI her pride, her raſhneſs 
in parlying with SATAN, who ſeaſon'd his falla- 
cious reaſonings with praiſes of her beauty, was 
alſo highly criminal. Grief for her deſtruction 
diſorder'd Ap Au's reaſon, and thus he alſo fell. 
The ſtory my mother often told us, and if it be 
agreeable to you my dear brothers, we wall ſeat 
| curfelves under. theſe beautiful quince trees, 
while I repeat the melancholy tale. 


Ham 
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Ham and his brothers long'd to hear from 
THAMAR's eloquent lips, the important hiſtory 
of Ap Au's unhappy fall, and all fitting down in 
the refreſhing ſhade, entreated her to proceed, 
on which ſhe thus began. 


Adam, no ſooner heard Eve's fatal treſpaſs, - 
than he ſtood amaz'd, as if ſtruck by the wing'd 
lightning; chill horror ran through all his veins, . 
the florid carnation of his cheeks was loſt in 
ghaſtly paleneſs, and from his relax'd fingers 
fell a chaplet he had wreath'd for Eve, and every 
flower, wither'd in the fall. At length recover- 
ing ſpeech, he thus with plaintive voice, gave 
vent to his inward anguiſh: O faireſt, laſt and 
beſt of all Gop's works, excelling all that can 
be form'd to pleaſe the ſight, and glad the 
heart—all that is ſweet, lovely and divine | how 
ſuddenly art thou fallen and loſt, and now be- 
become the prey of death ! How haſt thou ſhut 
thine eye againſt Heaven's great command! and 
how preſum'd, with unholy hand, to touch the 
facred fruit forbidden? Thee has ſome enemy 
with curſt fraud beguil'd; but Gop preſerve 
me from being loſt with thee. Shall I, who 
from the MosT Him have receiv'd ſo many 

| 1 3 bleſſings, , 
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bleſſings, tranſgreſs His juſt command? this 
would be-drawing on myſelf the threaten'd pun- 
iſhment, without removing thine. No, I will 
ſill perſevere, in my duty to Him Him wall I 
{till love and reverence ; thus ſhall J retain the 
Divine favour, and may intreat my gracious 
CRTATOR, that whatever be this threatned 
death, it may not wholly fall on thee, at leaſt 
I may obtain thee a long reſpite. My ſuppliant 
voice ſhall be inceſſantly heard at the gate of 
mercy, till it is open'd ; and thou, if thou canſt 
ſecond my petition — But, alas! I fear thou 
can'ſt not pray ; for already I perceive that taſt- 
ing the fruit has diſorder'd thy mind, and fill'd 
thee with vain ideas of equalling the high inhabi- 


tants of Heaven, 


Thus he ſpake, with torturing perturbations 
fill'd; when Eve with a look and attitude of 
confidence, ſmiling anſwer'd, Why, O ADAM! 
art thou ſo timorous? Is fear ſo natural to a 
manly heart, that it ſhrinks at the name of death, 
unknowing what it means; perhaps only an ideal 
ill ? If we are immortal, as immortal we are form'd, 
we ſhall doubtleſs ſo remain. What creature 
can deſtroy what Gop has maid immortal. What 
then is death? I queſtion whether the Crra- 


TOR himſelf can deſtroy what he has created to 
live 
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live forever; and if he can, ill would it become 
him to change his purpoſe. But perhaps the 
ſoul alone is immortal, while the body is periſh- 


able, and will return to its original duſt, If 


then the foul, the nobleſt part of our frame, 
remain immortal, of little conſequence is the 
body's death. From the taſte of a fruit ſo 


beautiful, ſo exquiſite to the taſte and ſmell, no 


evil can ariſe; for only good is produc'd from 


good. Could I apprehend that the threaten'd. 


death, whatever it be, would be the confequence 
of my taſting it, I would ſuffer it alone and ra- 
ther die deſerted, than perſuade-thee to do an 
act pernicious to. thy peace; but far . otherwiſe 
do I feel the event, not death, but improv'd life, 


open eyes, new joys, and. taſte ſo divine, that 


what was ſweet before ſeems flat and harſh to 
this. Come then, O Apam! rely on my ex- 
perience,. joyfully taſte this fruit ſublime, and 
ſuffer not the fear of death to ſhake thy manly 
heart. 


Eve faſcinated by the delicious fruit fancy'd 
ſhe ſpake with the voice of truth, but here it 
overpower'd her vital ſpirits, More ſhe would 
have ſaid, but the words dy'd upon her faltering 
tongue. Her lucent eyes became depriv'd of 

he ſight, 
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fight, her cheeks, on which the roſes flouriſh'd, 
were overipread with a mortal paleneſs, and a 
dewy ſweat diſtill'd from every pore. She 
breath'd convulſive, life crept to its inmoſt ſeat, 


and depriv'd of ſtrength, ſhe fell ſenſeleſs at 
Apam's feet. 


Ab A, ſeeing his belov'd Eve lie pale and 
motionleſs, threw himſelf by her on the ground ; 
fill'd with horror and deep diſtreſs, his blood 
ran back to his heart, he ſwoon'd, and lay like 
her he mourn'd, till recovering ſpeech * thus 
exclairn'd. ' 


Accurſed deed how dreadful its effe& !— 
this is Death !—how cloſely it follows guilt !|— 
Death, I have now ſeen ; but how dreadful the 
ſight ! How horrible to feel! Yet why do I only 
ſay I have ſeen it? no ſmall part of it I feel. 
There ſhe lies who ſprung from my ſide, my 
ficſh, my bone. With her then dies a part of 
me,—1 therefore feel her death. How can I 
without her live ! how bear the loſs of her my 
dear companion |! — of her attractive ſmiles |-— 
of the mild luſtre of her eyes !—of her melliflu- 
ous converſe | ſhall I roam forlorn amidſt theſe 
ſolitary groves? What lonely days are fal- 


len to me! What a gloom already covers 
every 
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every object! My ſight fails me. Then ſilent, 
he with dizzy eyes, drew nearer and embrac'd 
the belov'd of his heart. The Divine breath, 
the breath of life, ſaid he, is fled. Already her 
pulſe forgets to beat. Gop, tis true, may of 
another rib, create another Evx, yet the firſt 
would lie neareſt my heart her muſt I lament.— 
Ever will her loſs, like the weight of a moun- 
tain preſs me down] A life under the burthen of 
affliction, is worſe than death; for death, I ſee, 
is a ſudden evil; but the loſs of my -Eve, is a 
continu'd never 8 death. Vet it is in my 
power to ſhorten it! for eating the fruit will 
bring on death, and end my woe. +. Why then 
do {till endure ſuch anguiſh ? Shall I ſtill dread 
the fruit that will unite me to her, Who is one 
fleſh with me, and from whom I cannot part. 
In her fall, 1 alſo will tay” and fearleſs follow 
where ſhe has led the way. If her body alone 
be dead, the ſame will be my death, and if the 
ſoul ſurvives, mine ſhall go in ſearch of hers. 


Thus frantic with grief, he ſeiz'd the fruit 
ſhe ſtill held in her hand, and with the wretched 
hope of putting an end to his miſery, in loſing 
her, wm ate the fruit, the ſource of all * 
ſorrow. 


1 Haxt 
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Ham and his brethren lent an attentive ear to 
THAMAR's words, and laid them up in their 
minds. DEBORAH, after a ſhort pauſe, with a 
look of ſeverity, reſum'd, How fooliſh, how abo- 
minable was the crime of both, and ſuch it muſt 
ever be, when human beings wilfully violate the 
Divine commands. On their recovery, ſoon 
were they ſenſible of their guilt, which embit- 
ter'd the comforts of their future lives. Yet 
how exuberant was the goodneſs of the great 
CREATOR, in the puniſhment of this dreadful 
apoſtacy ! I can hardly grieve at the commiſſion 
of this offence, ſince without it; we might 
never have ſo fully known the height and 
depth of that mercy which exceeds our higheſt 
thoughts, 


. 
They now roſe; nd leaving the grove, ſaw 
at a ſmall diſtance, a tree of whoſe broad and ſoft 
leaves, they were told our firſt parents made a 
covering, to hide their ſhame. Vain covering, 
ſaid SHEM, where man is not cloath'd by virtue, 
yet even virtue itſelf cannot entirely hide the 
diſgrace of the fall, unleſs the Divine Spirit adds 
celeſtial attire, They now came in ſight of 
a cloſe thicket on the north ſide of the mount, to 
VE which 
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which our firſt parents fled, in order to avoid the 
preſence of the LORD; but at His terrific call 
came forth. There, on twiſted pillars, was 
rais'd a marble altar adorn'd with exquiſite ſculp- 
ture, and built by the devout S1PHA, on the 
ſpot where the, SoVEREIGN JUDGE appear'd, 
when the two ſinners ſtanding before Him, He 
ſentenc'd them both to death; but at the ſame 
time, graciouſly promis'd a DRIIVERER, who 
ſhould deſtroy ſin, and triumph over the grave. 
Immediately the ſons of Noan, with their wives, 
gathering ſpices and fragrant wood plac'd them 
on the altar, and burnt them as an offering to 
the gracious JUDGE, Which the piety of the 
worſhippers render'd acceptable. 


During the ſolemn rite, Sn, full of faith, 
thus addreſs'd the lovely DEBoRan, My beſt 
belov'd, how bleſs'd wouldſt thou be, ard with 
what ſacred joy ſhall I regard thee, ſhould the 
promis'd ſeed that is to bruiſe the infernal ſer- 
pent's head, deſcend into thy womb ! then thou, 
rather than the firſt of women, wilt deſerve 
the title of the mother of men, as man will live 
by him whom thou ſhalt bear ! 


SF 


Thus 
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Thus the fiſters led their huſbands through the 
ſacred places, pointed out to them by SI HA, 
their pious father. He, inſtructed by an angel, 
as I by Sion's muſe, who o'er my ſong preſides, 
and lately ſnew'd them to M11.T ON, clear fighted 
bard. 3 


From this eminence, their comprehenſive eye 
beheld potent ſtates, and ſtreams renown'd : The 
realms of Aram and Aſſur, the gently flowing 
Perat and rapid Hidakel. While roving over 
the wide extended proſpect, they with amaze- 
ment ſaw the flying ſhip, in which was DAG on 
and the infernal crew, they alſo beheld it over- 
turn'd and the giants fall. 


Unanxious at the unequal war which Hell 
had preſum'd to carry on againſt the Paradiſe of 
God, and confiding in the Divine protection, 
they now calmly proceeded to the good S1PHA's 
dwelling, in order to lay before their father 
their joint requeſt, that he would allow them 


to exchange the lower country for that of 


SiPHA, Which was far more delightful and in- 
viting. 


JAPHETH 
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JayHETH alone remain'd behind. He had 
been inform'd by S1 THA, that on the higheſt 
peak of the mountain were plants and animals in 
his lower native clime unknown. To. view 
them he with vigorous ſtep- aſcends. the ſteep, -. 
till himſelf, white with rime, he deſcries fields 
and trees glittering with the ſilver filaments of 
the froſt, He ſees, but ſcarce can credit his eyes, 
dripping water harden'd into ſhining ſtone. He 
feels the unuſual impreſſions of piercing cold, 
and under the ſheltering -pine perceives the broad- 
horn'd elk, the boar and fabfe, clad in warmeſt 
fur: The reindeet, ſkipping on the pendant 
rocks, and browſing on the ſhort moſs, with 
many others, that with flow pace advancing, 
fawn'd upon him. For, in Paradiſe, the beaſts, 
yet ſtrangers to fleſh, retain'd their original do- 
cility, and though they ſometimes made war on 
each other, were friendly to man. With the 
riſing morn, JAPHETH deſcended on his return. 
Mean while KERENHAPUCH waited fof him in 
the garden, and before the lucid orb had reach'd 
her meridian height, ſhe with joy perceiv'd the 
adventurous youth deſcending, 


The 
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The enſuing morn ſaw TRHAMAR employ'd 
in her garden, gathering ananas and other of the 
richeſt fiuit, in a baſket form'd of ſlender canes. 
She was there. join'd by Noan, Sip HA, and 
Milch, who came by the eaſtern fide into the 
mountain, to perform, before they began the 
ark, a ſolemn act of devotion, among the trees, 
where Gop had promiſed a REDEEMER from ſin; 
On ſeeing them enter the outer court of S1PpHA's 
dwelling, new joys were diffus'd through the 
minds of . their children, from the hope that No- 
AH was come to reſide there with his friend. On 
entering the bouſe, he ſeated himſelf with S1 HA 
and around them the youths ſtood reſpectful, 
while MIL A retir'd with the ſiſters, into. an 
inner- room, where was.preſerv'd the inanimate 
body of MEHITABEL.. JAPHETH had the honour 
of being appointed to ſpeak for the reſt, and thus 
made known their joint requeſt, 


My dear father, if we are not deceiv'd by our 
ardent wiſhes, thou haſt been brought by the 
ſame thoughts, we entertain of this delightful 
ſpot, which enjoys a more balmy air, and offers 
a more luxuriant plenty of fruit, flowers and 
plants for food, than our lower region. This 1s 
the pleaſing native place of our wives, and to it 


they 
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they are accuſtom'd. It has beſides been frequent- 
ly ſanctify'd by the divine preſence, of which 
there are many veſtigies, and particularly the 
place where our gracious Gop promis'd a Rx- 
DEEMER. If thy mind, O FAT HTR, correſponds 
with ours, thou haſt left thy lower habitation to 
dwell in this middle part .of the mountain, fo 
favour'd of Heaven, and ſo abounding with beau- 
ties. The goodneſs of the MosT Hicn has laid 
open to us its whole extent, and His almighty 
power has juſt protected us from the aſſaults of 
iell, | - 


The patriarch anſwer'd, O ſons of the duft 
of mortal Noan, your thoughts ariſe from the 
allurements of this enchanting country, and my 
defires would be the ſame, were not our fate con- 
nected with that of the whole human race, our 
kindred. We are only ſeparated from the inha- 
bitants of the earth, not from the carth itſelf ; 
for in the ſame world we all live and move; and I 
muſt now reveal to you that in the unerring eye 
of the SUPREME JUDGE, man, unhappy man, is 
ripe for deſtruction: all nations and tribes ſhall * 
periſh by a deluge that ſhall overflow this whole 
terraqueous globe. All mankind ſhall be made 
to drink the cup of the Divine wrath, for they 
have 
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have deſpis'd the council of the Lord ; and, 
obſtinate in vice, have reſolv'd ſtill to provoke 
him by their crimes. -. Twice, nay. thrice. has 
Gov, with loud voice, call'd them to re- 
pentance, that they might turn from their evil 
ways, and live. The ſpirit of Gop no longer 
ſtrives with thoſe who madly plunging into ſin, 
continue to ſlight his mercy, and ſhut their hearts 
againſt the offers of His grace. A ſmall part of 
the puniſhment muſt neceſſarily alight on us, 
though in our +. favour, the Mosr Hicn 
condeſcends to turn aſide the blow. Hence, when 
all life ſhall be extinguiſh'd, when the deluge - 
which Gop ſhall pour forth, ſhall ſwallow up 
the race of man, this Paradiſe, planted by the - 
almighty CREA TOR's hand, ſhall alſo periſh in 
the waters. Its verdure and lovely bloom ſhall | 
fade away, its ſolid baſe diſſolve, and though © 
rais'd to ſuch a ſtupendous height, its fertile ſoil 
ſhall be confounded with the coarſer clods of the 
plain. Amidſt all this general deſtruQtion, O O 
my ſons, the ETERNAL will graciouſly remem- 
ber mercy. ;z and though, when compar'd with 
His infinitude, we are leſs than nothing, ſuch 
favour will he ſhew to us; that you ſhall give 
birth to a race of men, who from age to age, 
ſball inhabit the earth, that ſhall emerge from 
| the 
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the deluge. Can you, O my ſons! conceive in- 
its full extent, the honour confer'd on you, 
that in this general cataſtrophe of nature, you 


ſhall be preſerv'd as the ſeeds of the human 
race? To you all nations ſhall owe their ori- 


gin, and own you as the patriarchs: from whence 
they ſprang: From you the righteous of the fu- 


ture earth, the ſaints, the prieſts. and the pro- 
phets of the Lox, ſhall derive their mortal 
frame. Rejoice, O'my ſons, for the MzD1 a- 
TOR of ſalvation and his holy companions, ſhall. 
one day from. your life, receive life. For you: 
Nature herſelf ſhall revive, and the animals ſhall,. 
with you be ſav'd from deſtruction, to continue 
the ſpecies that none of the various claſſes, which 
ſo wonderfully diſplay the wiſdom of the CREa-- 
TOR, may be loſt. An angel, by the order of 
the ALmt6HTy, has brought me the plan of a 


ſtructure, in which, under his protection, man 
and animals will remain in ſafety amidſt the 
general deſolation; and when the waters are 


ſubſided, ſhall ſtep forth on the renew'd earth. 
It muſt now be our care, with quick diſpatch, 


to compleat the building, leſt we be ſurpriz d by 


the day of wrath. S1PHa and I, are going to 


worſhip at the altar of judgment ; in the mean 


while do you, in the ſofteſt and moſt gentle - 
terms 


— — — — 
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terms, intimate theſe dreadful tidings to your 
wives; and O ye, whom the impending wrath 
now ſpares; ye, who are to be the primary in- 
habitants of the future earth, learn righteouſneſs, 
and with humility, gratitude and love, adore the 
Lord, your preſerver. | 


With trembling hearts, they hear the dread- 
ful news ; yet a ray of conſolation darted through 
their ſouls, at hearing the promiſe of their deli- 
verance from the threaten'd flocd, and the amaz- 
ing proſpect that open'd on their aſtoniſh'd minds. 
They remain'd filent; for no words could ex- 
preſs their ſurprize at theſe unexpected tydings, 
and reverence ſtill'd their riſing doubts. 


During this diſcourſe, the daughters of 8S1PHA 
remain'd. in the inner-room, with MILcAER, 
where was kept MEniTABEL's inanimate clay, 
ſo well embalm'd, that MiL.can again knew the 
features of her lifeleſs face, and kiſſing it, cry*d, 
What a dubious appearance does this once dear 
animated form now make! How ſublime, were 
her thoughts! how ſweet the leſſons of truth, 
that flow'd from theſe lips! Her death renders 
me cloſely acquainted with death, and gives me 
a friendly intimation of the near approach of my 

OW: 
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own diſſolution : methinks ſhe calls to me, and 
warns me to prepare for that ſolemn change ap- 
pointed for all the living. How powerfully, thou 
once dear form, ſpeaks thy ſilent admorition |! 
Shall I flight thy laſt, thine affe Sionate entrea- 
ty, and the angel of death find me unprepar'd ? 
No, my foul ſhall plume her wings, and prepare 
to fly to a world of purer joys, and more re- 
fin'd delight. Thus, from her bleſs'd friend's 
deceaſe, MiLcan reap'd heavenly fruit; undiſ- 
may'd, and not averſe to fix her thoughts on that 
hour, which to thoſe in the ſmiling days of eaſe and 
affluence, appears fo terrible. Few, in theſe late 
giddy times, thus improve the death of a belov'd 
friend, into a leſſon of the trueſt wiſdom. Yet 
ſuch fruit was with full hands gather'd by the 
Britiſh bard, when in the midnight gloom, and in 
the lonely cemetery, ſilent as the realms of death, 
he adventurous ſang PHILANDER dead, and 
from his deceaſe, learn'd to withdraw his heart 
from earth, 


The devout M1Lcan, after a ſhort pauſe, 
reſum'd, Thick ſhades here conceal the im- 
portant truth, that ſin has render'd all the ſons 
of earth ſubject to death. The ALMIGHTY 
ordain'd that death ſhould ſtrike us ſingly, in 

ſhapes 


188 N O A FH. Book VI. 


ſhapes and forms innumerable, that we might 
not die unwarn'd, unprepar'd; but ſeeing the 
frailty of our predeceſſors, might learn to die. 
Now the crimes of mankind cry aloud for venge- 
ance, and my Noan, has in the neighbouring 
plains, beheld: thoſe of the blackeft dye. The 
DivINx clemency can no lofiger bear with the 
ſms of the people, and an angel of the Lon op 
has inform'd him, that deſtruction ſhall come up- 
on them, and overſpread the whole earth. Vet, 
O my daughters, his family ſhall be preſerv'd, 
that from you may proceed a better race of 
men; but the earth and every living creature 
that moves upon it ſhall periſh by a deluge of 
water; even the earth itſelf ſhall be diſſolv'd, 
its bands ſhall be looſen'd, and the fountains of 
the deep broken up. Acknowledge, O my chil- 
dren, the goodneſs of the Lokp, and rejoice in | 
his grace, which amidſt the general ruin, viſits : 
you with. mercy. . 


Tho' M1rcamn ſpoke with ſoothing mildneſs, 
ahd ehdeavour'd. to mingle the dreadful news 
with the healing balm of comfort, yet their ears 
ſeem' d ſtunn'd, and the terrors of the LORD 
oppreſs'd their tender hearts. DBORAH firſt 


recovering * broke the awful ſilence Ho-] 
dreadful. ; 
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. dreadful the ſtroke, ſaid ſhe, which at Once CAT. 
ries death through all the various tribes of beings, 
and even covering the earth, | hides the. beauties 
of the trees and plants, fruits and flowers, un- 
der the overwhelming waters! But almighty 
power, directed by mercy, will ſet bounds to 
the torrent, that it invade not this mountain, our 
happy abode. This Paradiſe, probably riſes, 


too high to be overflow d by the flood. Bleſſed. 


be the Lox D of Heaven and earth, who renders it 
a place of ſafety 


Indulge not, ſaid Mi LC AR, ſuch vain expec- 
tations. This garden, though: planted- by Gop 
himſelf, who, render'd it ſo lovely, is not exempt- 
ed from. ſharing the common fate, The. family. 
of NoaH alone, will be ſpar'd, with the animals 
he is to encloſe in a floating houſe, built after a 
divine model, that you may be preſerv'd in ſafety. 
from the agitated waters. 


* 


Alas! cry'd KERENHAPUCH) in a plaintive 
voice, then will be laid waſte, this lovely plan- 
tation, theſe. peaceful bowers, this. ſeat of inno- 
cence, our happy native. ſoil, which. we hop'd 
to. have ſeen peopl'd with a virtuous race of ſons, 
and daughters, 'This delightful ſpot, where the 


clear 
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clear air is improv'd by gales wafted from the ſpi- 
cy groves, we muſt quit, for the narrow limits 
of alittle priſon. "Theſe flowers, that will hard- 
ly grow in a meaner ſoil, which I have viſited 
at early morn, which with tender hand I rear'd 
from the opening buds, and gave them names 
dictated by my fondneſs, will hang down their 
lovely heads, wither, and die! No more ſhall 
I turn them towards the ſun; no more range 
them according to their tribes ; no more refreſh 
them from the ambroſial ſpring! The current 
of the ruſhing water, mix'd with earth, ſand and 
ſtones, will doubileſs, break their tender ſtems, 
tear up their roots, and deſtroy both the flow- 
ers and their ſeeds ! Thus ſhe lamented her plants 
and flowers; no leſs griev'd than Eve, at quit- 
ting the beauties of Paradiſe, when an anget 
brought Ab A and her the orders of the Al. 
MIGHTY to leave that ſeat of bliſs, and travel 
to a land of toil and labour. 


THAMAR's gentle heart was ſhut againſt eve- 
ry anxious ſigh, and feeding on thoughts that 
bore a more amiable aſpect, ſettled into a pla- 
cid ſerenity. To me, ſaid ſhe, no place ſhall 
be dreary, no confinement diſagreeable, while I 

enjoy 
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enjoy the converſation of my dear Ham. Where- 
ever he is that will I efleem my native place. 
The bloſſom of the thorn ſhall be as the roſe, 
the ſmell of the pine be as cinnamon, and the 
juice of the birch, as wine preſs'd from the grape. 
But with Ham the want even of theſe ſhall be 
diſregarded; If with him, I have MiLcan's 
affectionate love, the kindneſs of my brothers 
and ſiſters, Noan's prayers and S1PHA's vigilant 
wiſdom, my mind will be under all events 
ferene. 


From an elevated ſource flow'd DEBORAR“s | 
ſentiments. In whatever ſpot we are plac'd, | 
faid ſhe, whether in this divine garden, under 
the arch'd canopy of the heavens, or amidſt the 
waves of the ocean, we are encompaſs'd by the 
preſence of the ALmicnTy, our Al. L- R Ac ious 
PRE SERVER, who fills the earth, the ſea, the 
water, and the firmament, and into the darkeſt 
place pours the breath of life, and all pervading 
light. 


Thus they at length became reſign'd, yet caſt 
many tender looks on the plants and flowers, 
while they inhal'd the ſpicy air with eager 
draughts. Their huſbands heard with pleaſure 

their 
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their placid virtue, and now found it eaſy to 
aſſume the ſame tranquillity. 


No A returning from the ſacrifice found them 
chear'd by his preſence, and heard them with 
grateful lips, adore the LoxD. The enſuing 
day he divided his ſmall, company. MILAN 
remain'd in the mountain to inſtru the 
women in gathering plants and roots for food, 
with fruit of various kinds, ranging each ſpecies 
in heaps, while thoſe of vinous juice they dry'd. 
Grains, berries, kernels and thoſe of luſcious 
pulp they pluck'd, with every ſpecies proper for 
man and beaſt, ſtripping tree, ſhrub and. buſh: 
No Ak accompany'd his ſons to the lower terraſs, 
there by joint labour, to build the heaven-plann'd 
ark. But firſt ſome were directed to load the 
beaſts of burthen with SiyHA's furniture and 
utenſils, and bring them down. The horſe and 
mule, now like the camel, their. companion, 
with ready obedience bent their knees, to receive 
the appointed burden, and, tractable follow'd 
their leaders. With equal alacrity they drew 


beams and planks to Noan's dwelling. 


The 
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The pious patriarch delay'd not to begin the 
ark, and attentively directed the length, height 
and breadth, according to the plan ſent him 
from Heaven; ſoon was a great part of the work 
perform'd by thoſe whom it was not to ſave; 
and Noan's ſons. compleated the ſtupendous 
ſtructure. Confin'd within the capacious bulk, 
they form'd the floors of each ſtory of boards, 
and, with commodious variety, made partitions 
for birds, beaſts and men. The Mosr Hicn,. 
who graciouſly form'd the plan, haſten'd the 
work, and what ſtrength each days labour im- 
pair'd, the builders found each morn reſtor'd. 
Tho? large the ſtructure, and the workmen few, 
each day faw it rife; for Gop ſtrung the 
nerves of the builders with once and GO 
ſupernatural. | 


During the work, ee of wrath was ever 
preſent to their minds, tho? without ſolicitude 
for their perſervation, which was fure; yet ought 
not the ſins which had weary'd out the. Divine 
lenity—which from the heart incas'd in iron had: 
precluded the monitory call, and all the offers of 
heavenly grace—ought not that goodneſs which 
from ſo many — them alone would ſpare, 

Vo. I. K and. 
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and bare them up above the ſinking earth, em- 
ploy their thoughts, and inflame all their mental 
powers? Vet to the human mind difficult ſeem'd 
their preſervation; difficult the deſtruction of 
the earth; difficult that ſuch a maſs ſhould ride 
on the yielding waves. Thus with thoughts 
| ties and perplex'd, they, and chiefly 
Ham, labour'd to learn the proceſs of this great 
event, | 


One ocean alone, ſaid he, will ſurely not ſuf- 
fice for the deſtruction of the world; for not 
only the plains, but the mountains and the cedars 
on their tops, with the ſtately edifices, temples 
and pyramids, the boaſt of the giants, with the 
tower whoſe extenſive baſe oppreſſes the ſoil, 
and whoſe bulk impedes the light, the flood will 
cover. How incomprehenſible is this to our 
underſtanding! Whence ſhall this ocean be drawn? 
Are there under the earth immenſe reſervoirs of 
water? And if there be, is it not ſtagnant ? 
What engine can raiſe it from ſuch a depth? 
This can be alone perform'd by that omnipotent 
power which firſt created and diſpos'd the earth. 
But it is doubtful, whether the ALMICOGCHTV will 
alter the laws of the creation ; for, were He to 
pour forth the waters of the circumfluent ocean, 

or 


* 
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or thoſe that lie in the ſubterranean abyſs, can this. 

be effected without confounding the heavens and 
the earth. Was the ark intended for ſwiftneſs, 
a head gradually terminating in a point, would 
better cut the waves: But probably the angel 
who is to guard the ark, will guide it to a place, 
where no billows rage, nor howling winds are 


heard. 


Thus they ſtrove, by vain conjectures, to diſ- 
cover the means that were to produce the deluge ;. 
but ſtrove in vain, 


Tux Exp or TRE Fixer VoLUME. 


